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ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3

ANNEXES 

ANNEX 1. VNR REPORTS REVIEWED 

Al l  VNR repor ts  are avai lable  through the United Nat ions Sustainable Development Knowledge Plat form.

Table A1  provides an over view of  the countr ies  reviewed.  Of  these countr ies,  most  –  16  –  are upper -middle- income according to 
World Bank countr y  c lass i f icat ions.  F i f teen countr ies  are lower -middle- income,  10 are high income and s ix  are low-income. 

Seventeen countr ies  were f rom Afr ica (al l  f rom sub-Saharan Afr ica except  Alger ia and Tunis ia) ,  14  f rom Asia,  s ix  f rom Europe, 
s ix  f rom Oceania and four  f rom Lat in  America and the Car ibbean repor ted,  according to United Nat ions c lassi f icat ions. 
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1  According to UN c lassi f icat ions.
2 According to UN c lassi f icat ions.
3 According to World Bank c lassi f icat ions for  the 2020 f iscal  year. 

COUNTRY REGION  SUB-REGION  INCOME LEVEL  

Alger ia Afr ica Nor thern Afr ica Upper -middle- income countr y 

Azerbai jan Asia Western Asia Upper -middle- income countr y

Armenia Asia Western Asia Upper -middle- income countr y

Bosnia and Herzegovina Europe Southern Europe Upper -middle- income countr y

Burkina Faso Afr ica West  Afr ica Low-income countr y  

Cambodia Asia South-eastern Asia Lower -middle- income countr y 

Cameroon Afr ica Middle Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y

Central  Afr ican Republ ic Afr ica Middle Afr ica Low-income countr y 

Chad Afr ica Middle Afr ica Low-income countr y

Chi le Americas South America High- income countr y 

Congo Afr ica Middle Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y 

Côte d’ Ivoire Afr ica Western Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y

Croat ia Europe Southern Europe High- income countr y

Eswatini Afr ica Southern Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y

Fi j i Oceania Melanesia Upper -middle- income countr y

Ghana Afr ica Western Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y 

Guatemala Americas Central  Americas Upper -middle- income countr y 

Ice land Europe Channel  Is lands High- income countr y

Indonesia Asia South-eastern Asia Lower -middle- income countr y

Iraq Asia Western Asia Upper -middle- income countr y

Israel Asia Western Asia High- income countr y

Kazakhstan Asia Central  Asia Upper -middle- income countr y 

Kuwait Asia Western Asia High- income countr y

TABLE A1. COUNTRIES REVIEWED IN THE ANALYSIS OF 2019 VNR REPORTS
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COUNTRY REGION  SUB-REGION  INCOME LEVEL  

Lesotho Afr ica Southern Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y

Liechtenstein Europe Western Europe High- income countr y

Mauri tania Afr ica Western Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y 

Mauri t ius Afr ica Eastern Afr ica Upper -middle- income countr y

Mongol ia Asia Eastern Asia Lower -middle- income countr y

Nauru Oceania Micronesia Upper -middle- income countr y

New Zealand Asia Western Asia High- income countr y

Oman Asia Western Asia High- income countr y 

Pakistan Asia Southern Asia Lower -middle  income countr y

Palau Oceania Micronesia High- income countr y

Phi l ippines Asia South-eastern Asia Lower -middle- income countr y

Rwanda Afr ica Eastern Afr ica Low-income countr y

Saint  Lucia Americas Caribbean Upper -middle- income countr y

Serbia Europe Southern Europe Upper -middle- income countr y

Sierra Leone Afr ica Western Afr ica Low-income countr y

South Afr ica Afr ica Southern Afr ica Upper -middle- income countr y

Tanzania Afr ica Eastern Afr ica Low-income countr y

Timor -Leste Asia South-eastern Asia Lower -middle- income countr y

Tonga Oceania Polynesia Upper -middle- income countr y

Tunis ia Afr ica Nor thern Afr ica Lower -middle- income countr y

Turkey Asia Western Asia Upper -middle- income countr y

Turkmenistan Asia Central  Asia Upper -middle- income countr y

United Kingdom Europe Channel  Is lands High- income

Vanuatu Oceania Melanesia Lower -middle- income countr y 
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ANNEX 2. METHODOLOGY 

The review fol lows the assessment  f ramework prepared for  previous edit ions of  the P ro g re s s i n g  N a t i o n a l  S D G s 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 4  repor t .  I t  examines countr ies  in  terms of  10  pi l lars  of  implementat ion.  The framework complements  the United 
Nat ions Depar tment  of  Economic and Social  Affairs’  synthesis  of  VNR repor ts .  The repor t  by UN DESA provides greater  detai l 
on act ions under taken at  the goal  level  but  does not  assess VNR repor ts  in  terms of  good pract ices  and where they could be 
improved.  The 10 pi l lars  of  analys is  are l isted below.
 

1.	 Incorporat ion of  the 2030 Agenda into nat ional 

f rameworks and pol ic ies

2.	 Leadership,  governance and inst i tut ional  mechanisms

3.	 Basel ine or  gap analys is

4.	 Integrat ion and pol ic y  coherence

5.	 Leave no one behind

6.	 Rais ing awareness and creat ing ownership of  the 2030 

Agenda

7.	 Stakeholder  engagement

8.	 Implementing the 2030 Agenda 

9.	 Par tnership to real ize  the 2030 Agenda

10.	Measurement and repor t ing 

These 10 pi l lars  of  analys is  are presented in  the three 
sect ions in  the repor t  that  focus on 1 )  governance and 
inst i tut ional  mechanisms,  2)  pol ic ies,  and 3)  means of 
implementat ion.  The assessment  f ramework also gives 
special  attent ion to the spir i t  of  the 2030 Agenda through, 
for  example,  the examinat ion of  the pr inciples  of  the 2030 
Agenda.  L imited changes were made to the framework in 
2019 over  previous edit ions to ensure ongoing comparabi l i ty 
in  the ser ies.  Sub-components  were added to improve 
the analys is  of  leaving no one behind.  As a result ,  the 
researchers  col lected addit ional  information on chi ldren 
and youth,  ethnic  groups,  persons with disabi l i t ies ,  migrants 
and refugees,  indigenous peoples  and other  groups that 
may be lef t  behind.  

The framework was in i t ia l ly  tested and revised for  the 
2017  edit ion of  P ro g re s s i n g  N a t i o n a l  S D G  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 
For  open-ended components  of  the analys is  ( instances in 
which researchers  could not  provide a set  answer,  such 
as yes or  no) ,  the text  was drawn direct ly  f rom the VNR 
repor ts  ensur ing the highest  level  of  accurac y.  In  some 
cases,  researchers  paraphrased information when the text 
f rom VNR repor ts  was more than 200 words.  Information 

4 The 2017  edit ion bui l t  on the framework set  out  in  Bond et  a l ’s  2016 assessment  of  the VNR repor ts .  See Cutter,  Amy.  2016.  Progressing nat ional  SDGs implementat ion: 
Exper iences and recommendations f rom 2016.  London:  Bond.  The second edit ion bui l t  on the e ight  pi l lars  of  analys is  by adding two more that  focus on par tnerships to  real ize 
Agenda 2030 and the means of  implementat ion.  In  2018,  the f ramework was s l ight ly  revised to include greater  detai ls  on leaving no one behind,  environmental  d imensions of 
the 2030 Agenda and addit ional  information on budget ing under  means of  implementat ion. 

f rom avai lable  c iv i l  society  repor ts  was also included 
in  the f ramework.  For  set  answer components,  re levant 
information was l isted in  a ‘notes’  sect ion of  the f ramework. 
For  open-ended components,  text  f rom civ i l  society  repor ts 
is  avai lable  direct ly  fo l lowing the text  f rom VNR repor ts .  Al l 
data sets  were reviewed by one researcher  to  ensure the 
consistenc y of  data col lect ion. 

In  terms of  data sources,  the analys is  presented in  this 
review is  based sole ly  on off ic ia l  VNR repor ts  and where 
avai lable,  c iv i l  society  repor ts .  Secondar y l i terature was 
used in  a l imited number of  instances to show consistenc y 
between the analys is  in  the review and those carr ied out 
by others.  No addit ional  research was conducted to ver i fy 
the accurac y and conf i rm the val id i ty  of  the information 
governments  included in  their  repor ts .  The lack of  addit ional 
research is  a  c lear  l imitat ion of  the f indings.
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Countr y  name Provide countr y  name Shor t  vers ion,  e .g.  Ethiopia rather  than the 

Federal  Democrat ic  Republ ic  of  Ethiopia. 

Region Based on United Nat ions Stat ist ics  Div is ion 

c lassi f icat ions.  

The region as st ipulated in  the c lassi f icat ion. 

Sub-Region Based on the United Nat ions Stat ist ics  Div is ion 

c lassi f icat ions. 

The intermediate region as st ipulated in  the 

c lassi f icat ion.

Income level World Bank c lassi f icat ion for  the 2019 f iscal  year. Low-income countr y.

Lower -middle- income countr y.

Upper -middle- income countr y.

High- income countr y.

INCORPORATION OF THE SDGS INTO NATIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND POLICIES

SDGs in  nat ional 

f rameworks and 

pol ic ies

Refers  to  how governments  are incorporat ing 

the SDGs into nat ional  f rameworks and pol ic ies 

broadly.

SDGs incorporated into nat ional  development 

plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks.

SDGs incorporated through a nat ional  SDG 

implementat ion strategy.

SDGs incorporated into nat ional  development 

plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks 

and through the use of  a  nat ional  SDG 

implementat ion strategy.

SDGs have not  been incorporated through a 

nat ional  strategy or  into nat ional  development 

plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks.

Not  ar t iculated in  VNR repor t .

Pr inciples  of  Agenda 

2030 –  human r ights-

based approach

Whether  the VNR repor t  refers  to  the use of  a 

human r ights-based approach.

Yes,  Indicate i f  the repor t  refers  speci f ical ly  to  the 

human r ights-based approach or  has a strong 

human r ights  focus.  Inc lude a descr ipt ion of 

the human r ights-based approach i f  explained, 

other wise indicate that  i t  is  referred to but  not 

def ined.

No.

TABLE A2. ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK 
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

Pr inciples  of  Agenda 

2030 –  universal i ty

Whether  the VNR repor t  refers  to  universal i ty. Yes.

No.

Pr inciples  of  Agenda 

2030 -  leave no one 

behind

Whether  the VNR repor t  refers  to  leaving no one 

behind.

Yes,  Indicate i f  there is  a  dedicated chapter  or  i f 

cross-cutt ing (or  both) .

No.

Pr inciples  of  Agenda 

2030 –  planetar y 

boundaries

Whether  the VNR refers  to  planetar y boundaries. Yes;  L ist  i f  the nine planetar y boundaries 

are speci f ical ly  l is ted or  i f  not  the speci f ic 

boundaries,  what  other  planetar y impacts  are 

ment ioned such as water,  b iodivers i ty,  c l imate 

change,  land use,  etc . ,  for  the nine planetar y 

boundaries  see 

http://www.stockholmresi l ience.org/research/

planetar y-boundaries/planetar y-boundaries/

about-the-research/the-nine-planetar y-

boundaries.html.

No.

Pr inciples  of 

Agenda 2030 – 

inter -generat ional 

responsibi l i ty

Whether  the VNR refers  to  inter -generat ional 

responsibi l i ty. 

Yes,  Indicate i f  th is  concept  is  integrated 

throughout  the repor t  or  a  one-off  ment ion.

No.

LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS

Governance 

arrangement for 

del iver ing the SDGs

Refers  to  the use of  exist ing or  new governance 

mechanisms to oversee SDG implementat ion and 

ensur ing coordinat ion.

Exist ing counci l  or  committee.

Creat ion of  new counci l  or  committee.

No counci l  or  committee with implementat ion 

through government inst i tut ions.

Counci l  or  committee establ ished with 

implementat ion through the lead depar tment.

Exist ing counci l  or  committee with 

implementat ion through the lead depar tment.

Creat ion of  special ized off ice.

Counci l  or  committee establ ished with 

implementat ion through government inst i tut ions.

Other.

ANNEX 2

a6

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries/planetary-boundaries/about-the-research/the-nine-planetary-boundaries.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries/planetary-boundaries/about-the-research/the-nine-planetary-boundaries.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries/planetary-boundaries/about-the-research/the-nine-planetary-boundaries.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries/planetary-boundaries/about-the-research/the-nine-planetary-boundaries.html


ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3

SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

Unclear  f rom the VNR repor t .

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Leadership on SDG 

implementat ion

Refers  to  the key government actor  responsible 

for  leading on SDG implementat ion. 

Head of  government or  state.

Indiv idual  cabinet  minister.

Mult ip le  cabinet  ministers .

Par l iamentar y committee.

Speci f ic  SDG implementat ion body or  committee 

outs ide par l iament.

Lead depar tment.

Other. 

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Non-state actor 

off ic ia l  engagement 

in  governance 

arrangements

Refers  to  i f  and how non-state actors  are 

included in  off ic ia l  SDG implementat ion 

governing structures. 

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y.

Regional  coordinat ion 

on the SDGs

The extent  to  which the countr y  is  engaged in 

coordinat ing effor ts  at  the regional  level .  Must 

refer  to  speci f ic  SDG related act iv i t ies .

Par t ic ipates.

Does not  par t ic ipate.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Act iv i t ies  at  the 

regional  level

Descr ipt ion of  how regional  coordinat ion on the 

SDGs is  occurr ing.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

VNR makes no ment ion of  regional  act iv i t ies .

Engagement in  special 

countr y  groupings on 

the SDG

Descr ipt ion of  the grouping to which the countr y 

belongs ( for  example,  landlocked,  a  smal l  is land, 

least  developed,  etc .)  and the act iv i t ies  i t  is 

pursuing,  as  noted in  the VNR repor t .  Must  refer 

to  speci f ic  SDG related act iv i t ies .

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

VNR repor t  makes no ment ion of  par t ic ipat ion in 

countr y  groupings.

BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS

Gap analys is  or 

basel ine study carr ied 

out

Evidence that  the countr y  conducted a gap 

analys is  or  basel ine study to assess exist ing 

pol ic ies  concerning the SDGs. 

An assessment  carr ied out  for  a l l  SDGs.

An assessment  carr ied out  for  some SDGs.

Assessment  planned.

ANNEX 2
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

No assessment  carr ied out .

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Content  of  the gap 

analys is/basel ine study

Descr ipt ion of  the key e lements  examined 

through the gap analys is  or  basel ine study 

conducted.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y.   Note 

whether  they looked at  pol ic ies,  data or  pol ices 

and data.

No assessment  carr ied out .

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Gaps ident i f ied Areas ident i f ied in  the VNR repor t  where 

addit ional  progress is  needed as a result  of 

the gap/basel ine analys is .  This  information is 

sometimes found in  the descr ipt ion of  indiv idual 

goals  ( i .e .  areas where more effor ts  needed).

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

No assessment  carr ied out .

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE

Overal l  SDG coverage 

by the VNR repor t

This  refers  to  the composit ion of  SDGs examined 

in  the VNR repor t .

Al l  SDGs examined.

SDGs covered by the HLPF theme examined.

A l imited set  of  countr y-selected SDGs examined.

SDGs not  examined.

Speci f ic  SDGs 

examined by the VNR 

This  refers  to  the speci f ic  SDGs examined in  the 

VNR repor t .

Al l  17  SDGs.

L ist  the speci f ic  SDGs examined.

No speci f ic  goal-by-goal  analys is  but  rather 

analys is  based on people,  p lanet ,  prosper i ty, 

peace and par tnership.

No speci f ic  goal-by-goal  analys is  but  rather 

analys is  based on countr y  pr ior i t ies .

Detai led analys is This  refers  to  the level  of  detai l  in  which the VNR 

repor t  examines the SDGs.

Detai led examinat ion of  a l l  or  most  of  the goals , 

targets  and indicators  ment ioned in  the repor t .

Summar y of  examinat ion of  goals ,  targets  and 

indicators  provided with l imited detai ls .

No detai led examinat ion or  summar y of  the 

goals ,  targets  and indicators  ment ioned in  the 

repor t .
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

Economic,  social 

and environmental 

d imensions of 

sustainable 

development

The extent  to  which the VNR repor t  addresses 

al l  three dimensions of  sustainable development 

–  economic,  social  and environmental  –  in  the 

repor t .

Equal  attent ion to economic,  social  and 

environmental  d imensions.

Al l  d imensions addressed but  a greater  focus on 

economic.

Al l  d imensions addressed but  a greater  focus on 

social .

Al l  d imensions addressed but  a greater  focus on 

environmental .

Al l  d imensions addressed but  l imited focus on 

social .

Al l  d imensions addressed but  l imited focus on 

economic.

Al l  d imensions addressed but  l imited focus on 

environmental .

Only  social  d imensions addressed.

Only  economic dimensions addressed.

Only  environmental  d imensions addressed.

Integrat ion in  SDG 

implementat ion

The extent  to  which the analys is  of  speci f ic  SDGs 

in  the VNR repor t  ref lects  the integrated nature of 

the agenda.

Reference to appl icable  l inkages between 

economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions 

in  analys is  of  speci f ic  goals ,  targets  and 

indicators.

L imited reference to l inkages between economic, 

social  and environmental  d imensions in  analys is 

of  goals ,  targets  and indicators.

No ment ion of  l inkages between economic,  social 

and environmental  d imensions in  analys is  of 

goals ,  targets  and indicators.

No detai led analys is  of  speci f ic  goals ,  targets  and 

indicators.

Reference to 

pol ic y  coherence 

for  sustainable 

development

Whether  the repor t  refers  to  pol ic y  coherence for 

sustainable development.

Yes.

No.
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

Assessment  of 

domest ic  and foreign 

pol ic ies  on SDG 

outcomes

Whether  the repor t  inc ludes a systematic 

assessment  of  how domest ic  and foreign pol ic ies 

impact  the real izat ion of  the SDGs in-countr y  and 

global ly.

Assessment  of  domest ic  and foreign pol ic ies  on 

the real izat ion of  SDGs global ly.

Assessment  of  domest ic  pol ic ies  on the 

real izat ion of  SDGs global ly.

Assessment  of  foreign pol ic ies  on the real izat ion 

of  SDG global ly.

No assessment  of  domest ic  or  foreign pol ic ies  on 

the real izat ion of  SDGs global ly.

The overal l  approach 

to pol ic y  coherence 

to sustainable 

development

Reviewer summar y of  how P CSD is  understood. 

I f  P CSD is  not  ment ioned,  but  the repor t  covers 

re lated issues,  indicate what  they are.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

L inkages to c l imate 

change and the Par is 

Agreement

Whether  the repor t  l inks  SDG implementat ion 

to c l imate change and del iver ing on the Par is 

Agreement.

Cl imate change and the Par is  Agreement 

expl ic i t ly  l inked to the SDGs.

Cl imate change referenced but  no ment ion of  the 

Par is  Agreement.

No ment ion of  c l imate change or  the Par is 

Agreement.

Tackl ing c l imate 

change

How the repor t  l inks  c l imate change and the Par is 

Agreement to  the SDGs.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

L inkages to the 

Convent ion on 

Biological  Divers i ty

Whether  the repor t  l inks  SDG implementat ion to 

the Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty.

Yes.

No.

L inkages to the Sendai 

Framework for  Disaster 

R isk  Reduct ion

Whether  the repor t  l inks  SDG implementat ion 

to the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk 

Reduct ion.

Yes.

No.

L inkages to the Addis 

Ababa Act ion Agenda

Whether  the repor t  l inks  SDG implementat ion to 

the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda.

Yes.

No.

L inkages to Aid 

Ef fect iveness and 

Development 

Ef fect iveness Agendas

Whether  the repor t  l inks  to  the Rome,  Par is 

or  Accra agreements  on aid ef fect iveness or 

the Busan,  Mexico and Nairobi  agreements  on 

development ef fect iveness.

Yes;  Inc lude which agreements  are referenced in 

notes.

No.

ANNEX 2
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

Data to leave no one 

behind

Avai labi l i ty  of  data and basel ines to  ensure no 

one is  lef t  behind.

Addit ional  data required to leave no one behind.

Effor ts  to  leave no one behind informed by 

exist ing basel ines/avai lable  data.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Gender  disaggregated 

data to leave no one 

behind

The extent  to  which the repor t  inc ludes gender -

disaggregated data where re levant.  Use the 

notes sect ion to provide context  for  se lect ion.

Gender  disaggregated data is  not  avai lable  or 

rarely  avai lable

Gender  disaggregated data is  avai lable  most  of 

the t ime

The status of  avai lable  gender -disaggregated 

data is  unclear  f rom the repor t

Targets  of  ef for ts  to 

leave no one behind

Groups within society  ment ioned by the VNR 

repor t  to  leave no one behind.

L ist  groups speci f ical ly  ment ioned.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Approaches to 

target ing those lef t 

behind

Type of  programmes/approaches adopted to 

leave no one behind.  L ist  a l l  that  apply. 

Ex ist ing special ized programmes for  speci f ic 

groups.

New special ized programmes for  speci f ic  groups.

Universal  programmes such as social  ass istance.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  leave no one 

behind

Indicate whether  the county has adopted 

an overarching approach to translat ing the 

commitment  into guidance for  pol ic y,  targets, 

goals ,  etc .

Two opt ions for  al l  sub-components:

	• Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t 

or,  i f  longer  than 200 words,  provide a 

summar y. 

	• Not ar t iculated in  VNR repor t .Ef for ts  to  leave no 

chi ldren behind

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  targeted to this  group as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  leave no 

Indigenous Peoples 

behind

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  targeted to this  group as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  leave 

no persons with 

disabi l i t ies  behind

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  targeted to this  group as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

ANNEX 2

a11



ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3

SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

Effor ts  to  leave no 

migrants/refugees 

behind

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  targeted to this  group as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  leave no 

people in  pover ty 

behind

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  targeted to this  group as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  leave no 

ethnic  group behind

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  targeted to this  group as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  leave no one 

behind -  other  groups

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  geared towards any other 

group not  captured by the categories  above,  as 

out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Real iz ing gender 

equal i ty

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  geared towards real iz ing 

gender  equal i ty  as  out l ined in  the VNR repor t .

Reducing domest ic 

inequal i t ies

Effor ts  speci f ical ly  geared towards reducing 

domest ic  inequal i t ies  as  out l ined in  the VNR 

repor t .

Results  of  ef for ts  to 

leave no one behind

The results  of  ef for ts  to  leave no one behind as 

out l ined in  the repor t .

RAISING AWARENESS AND CREATING OWNERSHIP OF SDGS

Awareness-rais ing 

effor ts  carr ied out  by 

the government

Whether  the government took effor ts ,  inc luding 

working in  par tnership with others,  to  raise 

awareness about  the SDGs at  the countr y  level . 

Yes;  Inc lude what  ef for ts  were taken in  the notes 

sect ion.

No.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Nat ional izat ion of  the 

SDG agenda at  countr y

Does the VNR repor t  indicate that  the countr y  has 

ident i f ied nat ional  pr ior i t ies  within the context  of 

the SDGs?

National  pr ior i t ies  selected.

No nat ional  pr ior i t ies  selected.

Preparat ion of  nat ional 

targets  and indicators

Has the countr y  def ined i ts  nat ional  targets  and 

indicators?

Nat ional  targets  only ;  Indicate whether  the repor t 

states  that  the nat ional  targets  are al igned to the 

global  targets.

Nat ional  indicators  only ;  Indicate whether  the 

repor t  states  that  the nat ional  indicators  are 

al igned to the global  indicators  and/or  i f  the 

countr y  has developed proxy indicators  for  the 

global  indicators.
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Unclear  f rom the VNR repor t .

Nat ional  pr ior i t ies 

under  the SDGs

List  the nat ional  pr ior i t ies  ident i f ied under  the 

SDGs.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  i f  longer 

than 200 words,  provide a summar y.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Local izat ion of  the SDG 

agenda at  countr y  level

The extent  to  which the VNR repor t  out l ines how 

the SDGs are being implemented at  the local 

level .

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Process for  stakeholder 

engagement

Whether  a process for  engagement has been set 

up and what  i t  entai ls .

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR or,  i f  longer  than 

200 words,  provide a summar y. 

Not  ar t iculated in  VNR repor t .

Consultat ion on SDG 

pr ior i t ies

Ar t iculat ion of  how non-state actors  were 

involved in  the def in i t ion of  nat ional  pr ior i t ies 

under  the SDGs.

Non-state actors  engaged in  ident i f icat ion of 

nat ional  pr ior i t ies .

Non-state actors  were not  engaged in  the 

ident i f icat ion of  nat ional  pr ior i t ies .

The VNR repor t  does not  set  out  nat ional 

pr ior i t ies .

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Engagement in  the 

development of  VNR 

repor ts

Whether  non-state actors  were engaged in  the 

development of  the VNR repor t .

Yes.

No.

Unclear  f rom the VNR repor t .

Civ i l  society  repor t Does a c iv i l  society  paral le l  repor t  ( repor t 

prepared for  the HLPF or  repor t  prepared on the 

countr y ’s  progress on the SDGs not  l inked to the 

HLPF)  exist?

Yes,  Indicate repor t  author  and provide a l ink.

No.
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 

Best  pract ices  as 

ident i f ied by the 

countr y

The Secretar y-General  guidel ines invi te  countr ies 

to  out l ine 2-3  best  pract ices.

Two opt ions for  al l  sub-components:

	• Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t 

or,  i f  longer  than 200 words,  provide a 

summar y. 

	• Not ar t iculated in  VNR repor t .

Lessons learned 

in  accelerat ing 

implementat ion

The Secretar y-General  guidel ines invi te  countr ies 

to  out l ine 2-3  lessons learned in  accelerat ing the 

implementat ion of  the SDGs.

Chal lenges in 

implementing Agenda 

2030

The Secretar y-General  guidel ines invi te 

countr ies  to  out l ine 2-3  chal lenges they face in 

implementing the SDGs.

Learning from peers Areas in  which the countr y  would l ike  to  learn 

from others,  as  ident i f ied in  the VNR repor t .

Technology Whether  the repor t  refers  to  technology in  the 

discussion of  the means of  implementat ion and/

or  goal  analys is .  Inc lude a descr ipt ion of  the 

countr y 's  ef for ts  and gaps as wel l  as  suppor t 

by development par tners  (or  suppor t  g iven i f 

examining a high- income countr y) .

Capacity  development Whether  the repor t  refers  to  capacity 

development in  the discussion of  the means of 

implementat ion and/or  goal  analys is .  Inc lude 

a descr ipt ion of  the countr y 's  ef for ts  and gaps 

as wel l  as  suppor t  by development par tners 

(or  suppor t  g iven i f  examining a high- income 

countr y) .

Systemic issues Whether  the repor t  refers  to  systemic issues. 

Inc lude issues re lated to global  macro-economic 

stabi l i ty  (e .g.  impact  of  g lobal  cr ises  on countr y) , 

respect  for  pol ic y  space,  and other  systemic 

issues ment ioned by the countr y  (e .g.  g lobal 

peace and secur i ty  concerns are sometimes l isted 

as impact ing overal l  sustainable development 

progress) . 

Budget ing for  Agenda 

2030 at  countr y  level

Whether  the VNR repor t  indicates that  the SDGs 

have been incorporated into the nat ional  budget.

Yes;  Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t . 

No.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR .
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Reference to f inancing 

Agenda 2030 at 

countr y  level

Whether  the repor t  references,  f inancing needs 

to real ize  the 2030 Agenda at  the countr y  level 

and how effor ts  wi l l  be funded.  Inc lude in  notes 

sect ion descr ipt ion of  ef for ts  (domest ic  resource 

mobi l izat ion,  etc . )

Countr y- level  implementat ion has been costed 

and the countr y  has ident i f ied sources of  f inance. 

Countr y- level  implementat ion has been costed 

but  sources of  f inance are not  ident i f ied. 

Cost ing for  countr y- level  implementat ion not 

ment ioned but  sources of  f inance ident i f ied. 

Cost ing for  countr y- level  implementat ion is 

p lanned and no sources of  f inance have been 

ident i f ied.

Cost ing for  countr y- level  implementat ion is 

p lanned and sources of  f inance have been 

ident i f ied.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Internat ional  publ ic 

f inance 

Whether  the repor t  refers  to  internat ional 

publ ic  f inance (off ic ia l  development assistance, 

South-South and Tr iangular  Cooperat ion)  in 

the discussion of  the means of  implementat ion 

and/or  goal  analys is .  Inc lude a descr ipt ion 

of  the countr y 's  ef for ts  as  wel l  as  suppor t  by 

development par tners  (or  suppor t  g iven i f 

examining a high- income countr y) .  For  SSC 

providers,  th is  should include suppor t  they 

receive as wel l  as  the suppor t  they provide (or 

their  v iews on these issues) .

Two opt ions for  al l  sub-components:

	• Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t 

or,  i f  longer  than 200 words,  provide a 

summar y. 

	• Not ar t iculated in  VNR repor t .

Trade Whether  the repor t  refers  to  trade in  the 

discussion of  the means of  implementat ion 

and/or  goal  analys is .  Inc lude a descr ipt ion 

of  the countr y 's  ef for ts  as  wel l  as  suppor t  by 

development par tners  (or  suppor t  g iven i f 

examining a high- income countr y) .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS 

Local  non-state actor 

par t ic ipat ion in  the 

implementat ion

Whether  non-state actors  are engaged in  the 

implementat ion of  the SDGs.

Yes,  Indicate gener ic  information on how broadly.

No.
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SUB-COMPONENT DESCRIPTION OPTIONS

Parl iamentar ians Ar t iculat ion of  h o w  a n d  w h i c h  par l iamentar ians 

are involved in  the implementat ion of  the 

SDGs beyond par t ic ipat ion in  consultat ions, 

governance or  inst i tut ional  mechanisms.  The 

repor t  must  ar t iculate speci f ic  act iv i t ies  or 

act ions.

Two opt ions for  al l  sub-components:

	• Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t 

or,  i f  longer  than 200 words,  provide a 

summar y.

	• Not speci f ical ly  ment ioned regarding 

mult i -stakeholder  implementat ion 

effor ts  in  the VNR repor t .Civ i l  society Ar t iculat ion of  h o w  a n d  w h i c h  nat ional 

c iv i l  society  actors  are involved in  the 

implementat ion of  the SDGs beyond par t ic ipat ion 

in  consultat ions,  governance or  inst i tut ional 

mechanisms.  The repor t  must  ar t iculate speci f ic 

act iv i t ies  or  act ions.

Pr ivate sector Ar t iculat ion of  h o w  a n d  w h i c h  nat ional 

pr ivate sector  actors  are involved in  the 

implementat ion of  the SDGs beyond par t ic ipat ion 

in  consultat ions,  governance or  inst i tut ional 

mechanisms.  The repor t  must  ar t iculate speci f ic 

act iv i t ies  or  act ions.

Academia/exper ts Ar t iculat ion of  h o w  a n d  w h i c h  nat ional  academia 

or  exper ts  are involved in  the implementat ion of 

the SDGs beyond par t ic ipat ion in  consultat ions, 

governance or  inst i tut ional  mechanisms.  The 

repor t  must  ar t iculate speci f ic  act iv i t ies  or 

act ions.

Mult i -stakeholder 

implementat ion of  the 

SDGs –  other

Ar t iculat ion of  h o w  a n d  w h i c h  other  nat ional 

actors  not  belonging to the stakeholder  groups 

of  c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate sector,  par l iament 

or  academia/exper ts ,  are involved in  the 

implementat ion of  the SDGs beyond par t ic ipat ion 

in  consultat ions,  governance or  inst i tut ional 

mechanisms.  The repor t  must  ar t iculate speci f ic 

act iv i t ies  or  act ions.
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Pr ior i ty  areas for 

development par tner 

suppor t

Key areas in  which the government requires 

addit ional  suppor t  to  real ize  the SDGs.  This 

should be the ‘ what’  or  ‘pr ior i ty  goals’  for  help, 

whereas the role  of  development par tners  below 

looks at  how –  technical  ass istance,  capacity 

development,  etc .

Type of  suppor t  required from development 

par tners,  as  indicated in  the VNR repor t .  This 

refers  to  the ‘how ’  of  the suppor t  provided-  i .e . 

what  is  being asked for  ( technical  ass istance, 

capacity  development,  etc . ) ,  whereas pr ior i ty 

areas above are about  the pol ic y  goals/areas for 

suppor t .

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

I f  not  appl icable  (high- income countr y) ,  state Not 

appl icable.

The role  of 

development par tners

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

I f  not  appl icable  (high- income countr y) ,  state Not 

appl icable.

Suppor t  provided to 

the government to 

carr y  out  the VNR 

Meant  to  provide some indicat ion of  countr y 

capacity  to  par t ic ipate in  the VNR process.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  i f  longer 

than 200 words,  provide a summar y.

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

I f  not  appl icable  (HIC) ,  state Not  appl icable.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING

Data avai labi l i ty Descr ipt ion of  the percentage of  SDG indicators 

for  which data is  avai lable  (exist ing indicators 

and proxy indicators  combined).

0%

1-10%

11-20%

21-30%

31-40%

41-50%

51-60%

61-70%

71-80%

81-90%

91-100%

Unclear  f rom the VNR repor t .

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .
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Avai labi l i ty  of 

d isaggregated data

Descr ipt ion of  the avai labi l i ty  of  d isaggregated 

data.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Ef for ts  to  improve data 

avai labi l i ty

Descr ipt ion of  how the government plans to 

improve the avai labi l i ty  of  good qual i ty  data for 

SDG monitor ing.

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Nat ional  repor t ing on 

the SDGs

How the government plans to repor t  on the SDGs. Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR repor t  or,  i f 

longer  than 200 words,  provide a summar y. 

Not  ar t iculated in  the VNR repor t .

Presentat ion of 

progress s ince the last 

VNR repor t

Whether  the countr y  presented progress s ince a 

previous VNR repor t  in  some way.

Yes.

No.

Not  appl icable. 

Approach to repeat 

VNR repor t ing

Descr ipt ion of  how the countr y  repor ted on 

progress ( for  example,  use of  t raff ic  l ight  system, 

through their  stat ist ical  annex,  descr ipt ion of 

progress made s ince last  VNR ,  ver i f icat ion of 

complet ion of  'next  steps'  as  ident i f ied in  f i rst 

VNR ,  etc .)

Provide direct  text  f rom the VNR as needed and 

include a summar y descr ipt ion of  the approach 

taken.

Not  appl icable. 

SECRETARY GENERAL’S VOLUNTARY COMMON REPORTING GUIDELINES

Statement  by HoSG Opening statement  by the Head of  State or 

Government,  a  Minister  or  other  h igh-ranking 

Government off ic ia l  and could highl ight  the 

current  status of  SDG progress and how the 

Government is  responding to the transformative 

nature of  the 2030 Agenda.

Three opt ions for  al l  components:

	• The repor t  addresses this  component, 

as  instructed in  the guidel ines. 

	• The repor t  addresses this  component 

to  some extent  in  th is  or  another 

sect ion of  the repor t  but  does not  fu l f i l 

the br ief  as  la id out  in  the guidel ines. 

	• The repor t  does not  address this 

component

Highl ights  (previously 

Execut ive Summar y)

One to two pages highl ight ing:  review process, 

the status of  SDG progress,  how govt  is 

responding to integrated and integrated nature 

of  the SDGs and leave no one behind,  examples 

f rom each good pract ice,  lessons learned,  and 

key chal lenges to learn from others  and where 

suppor t  needed.
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Introduct ion The context  and object ives  of  the review,  re levant 

countr y  context  to  the 2030 Agenda,  nat ional 

review c ycle,  and i f  ex ist ing nat ional  repor ts 

were used.  Could out l ine pol ic y  architecture for 

3  dimensions and pol ic y  tools  for  integrat ion,  as 

wel l  as  l inks  to  other  pol ic y  f rameworks.

Methodology for  review This  sect ion may discuss the process of 

preparat ion for  the nat ional  review and how 

the pr inciples  on fol low-up and review from the 

2030 Agenda were used.  Should out l ine who was 

engaged and how.

Creat ing ownership Pol ic y  and Enabl ing Environment,  Creat ing 

ownership of  the SDGs.  Refers  to  ef for ts  made 

towards al l  stakeholders  to  inform them of  and 

involve them in the SDGs.

Incorporat ion in 

nat ional  f rameworks

Pol ic y  and Enabl ing Environment,  Incorporat ion 

of  the SDGs in  the nat ional  f ramework.  Refers 

to  cr i t ical  in i t iat ives  that  the countr y  has 

under taken to adapt  the SDGs and targets  to 

i ts  nat ional  c i rcumstances,  and to advance 

their  implementat ion.  Encouraged to refer  to 

legis lat ion,  pol ic ies,  etc .  and main chal lenges 

in  implementing.  I t  can also refer  to  local 

governments.

Integrat ion of  three 

dimensions

Pol ic y  and Enabl ing Environment,  Integrat ion of 

the three dimensions.  This  refers  to  how the three 

dimensions of  sustainable development are being 

integrated and how sustainable development 

pol ic ies  are being designed and implemented to 

ref lect  such integrat ion.  I t  can include analys is 

re lated to the year ly  HLPF theme.
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Leave no one behind 

(year ly  HLPF theme was 

removed for  2018)

Pol ic y  and Enabl ing Environment,  Goals  and 

targets:  Provides br ief  Pol ic y  and Enabl ing 

Environment,  leave no one behind:  Provides 

assessment  of  how the pr inciple  of  leave no 

one behind is  mainstreamed in  implementat ion, 

inc luding ident i f icat ion of  vulnerable  groups, 

data issues,  and pol ic ies  and programmes. 

Special  attent ion is  paid to the ef for ts  of  women 

and gir ls .

Inst i tut ional 

mechanisms

Pol ic y  and Enabl ing Environment,  Inst i tut ional 

mechanisms:  Refers  to  how the countr y  has 

adapted i ts  inst i tut ional  f ramework to implement 

the 2030 Agenda.  I t  can include information on 

inst i tut ions and non-state actors,  coordinat ion, 

review plans.

Structural  issues Pol ic y  and Enabl ing Environment,  Structural 

issues:  Refers  to  re levant  structural  issues 

or  barr iers ,  inc luding possible  external 

consequences of  domest ic  pol ic ies.  I t  can 

highl ight  t ransformative approaches to address 

barr iers .

Goals  and targets Progress on Goals  and targets:   Provides br ief 

information on progress and the status of  a l l 

SDGs,  inc luding cr i t ical  issues and how they 

are being addressed and data provided in  the 

stat ist ical  annex.  Indicate whether  a basel ine 

has been def ined.  Encouraged to review al l 

but  some could be done in  greater  depth.  Goal 

review could include gaps,  chal lenges,  successes, 

lessons learned,  act ions to be taken and can look 

at  agreed global  indicators  and targets  but  also 

their  nat ional  and regional  ones.  For  those doing 

a second review,  i t  is  desirable  to  show progress 

s ince the f i rst  review.
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Means of 

implementat ion

Descr ipt ion of  how means of  implementat ion 

are mobi l ized,  what  di f f icul t ies  th is  process 

faces,  and what  addit ional  resources are needed 

based on the review of  chal lenges and trends. 

I t  can indicate how f inancial  systems and 

resource al locat ion are al igned with real iz ing 

the 2030 agenda and cover  their  technology and 

capacity  development needs including for  data. 

Contr ibut ions of  mult i -stakeholder  par tnerships.

Next  steps Provide or  out l ine what  steps the countr y  is 

taking or  planning to take to enhance the 

implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda.  I t  can also 

out l ine review plans for  nat ional  and sub-

nat ional  levels ,  inc luding disseminat ion.

Conclusion A summar y of  the analys is ,  f indings and pol ic y 

impl icat ions.  I t  can refer  to  new and emerging 

issues ident i f ied and lessons learned from the 

review process.

Annexes An annex with data,  us ing the global  SDG 

indicators  as  a star t ing point  and adding pr ior i ty 

nat ional/regional  indicators  and ident i fy ing gaps. 

Can also use addit ional  annexes to showcase 

best  pract ice and comments f rom stakeholders 

on the repor t .
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ANNEX 3. COUNTRY PROFILES

The review provides an aggregate analys is  of  the key f indings for  the 47 VNR repor t ing countr ies  in  2019.  Except  the good 
pract ice case studies,  there are l imited references to indiv idual  countr y  progress against  the pi l lars  of  analys is  that  make up 
the review.  This  annex presents  shor t  prof i les  for  a l l  47  countr ies  according to the pi l lars  of  analys is  of  the review. 

The countr y  prof i les  necessar i ly  provide only  a summar y of  where countr ies  stand v is-à-v is  the pi l lars .  The information 
presented is  se lect ive and used to i l lustrate,  as  much as possible,  the overal l  state of  2030 Agenda implementat ion as out l ined 
in  the VNR repor t ,  as  wel l  as  good pract ice.  Where avai lable,  countr y  prof i les  inc lude c iv i l  society  val id i ty  check statements. 
Members of  the Steer ing Committee that  guides the preparat ion of  th is  repor t  reached out  to  c iv i l  society  par tners  to  sol ic i t 
feedback on the countr y  prof i les .  Inputs  were provided for  Ghana,  S ierra Leone and the United Kingdom. Al l  other  c iv i l  society 
val id i ty  checks noted in  the prof i les  below were ident i f ied from civ i l  society  repor ts .  These were used select ively  to  indicate 
instances where information diverges between government and c iv i l  society  repor ts . 

ANNEX 3

Jiro Ose / Save The Children
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AFRICA
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GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
An inter -minister ial  coordinat ion committee was set  up 
in  2016 under  the aegis  of  the Ministr y  of  Foreign Affairs . 
The latter  br ings s  nat ional  bodies,  with the miss ion of 
monitor ing and evaluat ing the implementat ion of  the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  in  Alger ia. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
According to the repor t ,  Alger ia has chosen a par t ic ipator y 
and inclusive f ramework with the v iew of  ensur ing 
ownership of  the SDGs by al l  of  society  and the mobi l izat ion 
of  the latter  in  favour  of  the monitor ing and implementat ion 
of  the 2030 Agenda.  This  approach aims to achieve 
sustainable development object ives  for  the benef i t  of  a l l 
categor ies  of  populat ion.  The mobi l izat ion of  c iv i l  society 
actors  was done v ia numerous information and awareness-
rais ing act ions and events  organized by the government. 
The Nat ional  Counci l  for  Human Rights  also contr ibuted to 
the VNR process.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Two assessments  have been carr ied out .  In  2016,  a  United 
Nat ions Rapid Integrated Assessment  was carr ied out 
to  examine al ignment between the 169 SDG targets  and 
nat ional  pol ic ies.  Roughly  60% were found to al ign.  In  2017, 
a  more detai led pol ic y  area assessment  was carr ied out , 
f inding that  140 SDG targets  (83%) were direct ly  t ied to the 
Nat ional  Strategy for  Development and Integrat ion.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
Alger ia included the SDGs in  var ious sector  strategies  and 
the Nat ional  Strategy for  the Environment and Sustainable 
Development (2019–2035),  a  consensual  nat ional  v is ion 
for  sustainable development.  The strategy br ings together 
19  recent ly  adopted sectoral  thematic  strategies,  p lans 
and programs and can ser ve as a f rame of  reference for 
operat ional iz ing a large number of  SDGs.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
Alger ia has yet  to  select  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs, 
beyond i ts  exist ing pr ior i t ies  as  out l ined in  the nat ional 
strategy.  Alger ia establ ished a l ist  of  indicators  al igned 
with internat ional  methodologies  and standards to 
disaggregate data.  The next  step wi l l  be the establ ishment 
of  mechanisms at  h igher  levels  of  governance with the 
intent  to  strengthen the coherence of  publ ic  pol ic ies  for 
sustainable development and ident i fy ing nat ional  pr ior i t ies 
at  the highest  level .  The government also plans to propose 
an SDG roadmap for  Alger ia to  al l  stakeholders.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
Alger ia provided a goal  by goal  analys is  in  i ts  repor t .  The 
focus on one goal  more than another  depended on the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data cover ing the 71  indicators  produced from 
nat ional  sources,  represent ing 30% of  the total  indicators 
needed for  achieving the SDG targets.  As the pr ior i ty 
areas are not  yet  def ined,  no l inkages between them were 
highl ighted.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development 
was not  ment ioned.  The repor t  showed fewer detai ls  on 
environmental  d imensions of  sustainable development 
compared to economic and social .  The SDGs are l inked to 
re levant  internat ional  f rameworks and agreements  l ike  the 
Par is  Agreement,  Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty,  the 
Sendai  Framework and the Addis  Ababa Agenda. 

ALGERIA 

In  2019,  A lger ia  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  refers  to  the pr inciple  of  leaving no one behind 
and the issues of  social  inc lusion and inequal i t ies .  A 
special  focus was on people with disabi l i t ies ,  women, 
chi ldren,  migrants  and the poor.  The di f ferent  categor ies 
are taken in  considerat ion in  di f ferent  social  sectors.  The 
nat ional  social  secur i ty  system is  the main pol ic y  deal ing 
with their  needs and provides more than 85% coverage.  I t 
a lso includes a compulsor y contr ibutor y  component  in  the 
pr ivate and publ ic  sectors  offer ing coverage for  the insured 
worker,  spouse,  chi ldren and dependent  descendants.  The 
government has extended this  social  protect ion,  at  the 
expense of  the state,  to  other  groups without  professions 
such as students,  the disabled,  etc .  The repor t  notes that 
improving social  inc lusion,  inc luding promoting gender 
equal i ty  and the protect ion of  human r ights,  is  a  key pr ior i ty 
for  the government. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Due to the recent  nature of  the 2030 Agenda,  knowledge 
of  the SDGs st i l l  var ies.  Var ious awareness-rais ing act ions 
were under taken within the minister ial  depar tments  in 
par tnership sometimes with United Nat ions’  organizat ions, 
in  the sectors  of  educat ion,  agr iculture,  social  development, 
water,  forests ,  f inance and more.  A nat ional  day on 
“ Sustainabi l i ty  at  the Hear t  of  Publ ic  Pol ic ies”  was held. 
According to the repor t ,  a  par t icular  emphasis  was placed 
on the role  of  c iv i l  society  in  order  to  anchor  sustainabi l i ty 
in  social  th inking.  A c ycle  of  workshops to raise awareness 
of  the SDGs for  media and c iv i l  society  and to ref lect  on 
indicators  for  the benef i t  of  exper ts  also took place.  These 
in i t iat ives  resulted in  consensus to def ine a nat ional 
communicat ion strategy and to strengthen the media 
coverage,  par t icular ly  through digi tal  communicat ion. 
This  therefore not  only  al lowed par t ic ipants  to  share their 
exper ience,  but  also enabled them to ref lect  in  order  to 
opt imize the role  of  c iv i l  society  in  the implementat ion of 
the 2030 Agenda and to establ ish a f ramework for  their  own 
planned inter vent ions.  The status of  ef for ts  to  local ize  the 
2030 Agenda was not  presented in  the repor t .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  recognizes that  SDG implementat ion 
requires  contr ibut ions f rom a wide range of  stakeholders, 
the VNR provides l imited information on contr ibut ions f rom 
diverse stakeholders.  The repor t  sets  out  the necessi ty 
to  federate par tnership ef for ts  between the var ious 
associat ions of  c iv i l  society  act ive in  the f ie ld  of  sustainable 
development due to their  complementar y and integrated 
nature.  The repor t  h ighl ighted publ ic-pr ivate par tnership in 
implementing SDGs. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  notes Alger ia’s  contr ibut ion to global 
par tnership,  par t icular ly  by developing South-South 
cooperat ion v ia an internat ional  pol ic y  of  sol idar i ty  with 
countr ies  of  the southern hemisphere.  S ince 2010,  Alger ia 
has erased the external  debt  of  16  countr ies  for  a  total 
amount  of  USD 1.4  bi l l ion,  reducing the vulnerabi l i ty  of  these 
countr ies  by contr ibut ing to debt  sustainabi l i ty.  Alger ia 
has also committed to mult ip le  internat ional  sc ient i f ic  and 
technological  cooperat ion agreements  with developing 
countr ies  in  f ie lds  such as energy,  housing,  water, 
agr iculture,  technology,  the environment,  social  secur i ty 
and social  d ialogue.

Alger ia has embarked on a process of  structural 
t ransformation of  the economy by speeding up reforms 
aimed at  f iscal  consol idat ion by increasing i ts  budgetar y 
resources and the reduct ion of  i ts  dependence on oi l  rent . 
The countr y ’s  ef for ts  inc lude mobi l izat ion and eff ic ient  use 
of  internal  publ ic  resources through the widening of  the 
tax base,  the modernizat ion of  the tax system and greater 
control  of  budgetar y expenditure.  Alger ia is  wi l l ing to set  up 
an enabl ing environment to  nat ional  and foreign investment 
as wel l  as  mobi l ize  savings by the Alger ian community 
abroad to raise addit ional  f inancial  resources.  In  terms of 
good pract ice,  the repor t  h ighl ights  the countr y ’s  success 
with social  protect ion.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  shows that  of  the 71  avai lable  indicators,  only  27 
are disaggregated,  largely  by gender  with four  indicators 
disaggregated according to an “urban-rural”  d ist inct ion. 
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The repor t  notes a central  chal lenge l inked to the nat ional 
stat ist ical  system that  must  be addressed in  terms of  overal l 
coverage of  the SDG indicators,  f requenc y of  publ icat ion, 
d isaggregat ion and terr i tor ial izat ion. 
Alger ia is  working to put  in  place an integrated nat ional 
f ramework of  indicators  for  monitor ing the SDGs.  The 
countr y  aims to strengthen stat ist ical  product ion or iented 
towards the SDGs by cover ing almost  al l  th i rd-par ty  type 
indicators  by the next  VNR and sett ing up a nat ional  SDG 
stat ist ical  p lat form to provide information on sustainable 
development. 

a26



ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3ANNEX 3

BURKINA FASO

In  2019,  Burk ina Faso submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  monitor ing 
system is  led by the Ministr y  of  Economy,  F inance and 
Development through the Director -General  of  Economy and 
Planif icat ion.  Member ministr ies  of  the four teen sectoral 
d ialogue frameworks of  the Nat ional  Economic and Social 
Development P lan par t ic ipate in  the preparat ion of  SDG 
repor ts .

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  ment ions the establ ishment of  a  stakeholder 
engagement process.  I t  a lso includes descr ipt ions of 
th is  process (such as retreats  and reviews and regional 
workshops)  for  the review and val idat ion of  the VNR .  The 
countr y  val idated nat ional  pr ior i t ies  dur ing a nat ional 
workshop that  saw the effect ive par t ic ipat ion of  central 
and decentral ized publ ic  structures,  local  author i t ies ,  c iv i l 
society  organizat ions,  the pr ivate sector,  the univers i ty  and 
technical  and f inancial  par tners.  A regional  workshop was 
held to consider  the regional  d imension in  the repor t  so that 
no one is  lef t  behind.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
A United Nat ions Rapid Integrated Assessment  was carr ied 
out  to  analyze the degree of  a l ignment of  the nat ional 
development plan and the var ious exist ing pol ic ies, 
strategies  and planning instruments  at  the nat ional  and 
local  levels  with the SDGs.  The evaluat ion found that 
89 out  of  100 SDGs targets  analyzed are ref lected in  the 

nat ional  development plan and sectoral  pol ic ies  and 
strategies.  Addit ional ly,  for  the monitor ing and evaluat ion 
of  the nat ional  development plan,  an overal l  per formance 
measurement f ramework for  the nat ional  development plan 
has been developed and contains 172  indicators.  An analys is 
of  stat ist ical  gaps in  the indicators  for  monitor ing the SDGs 
was conducted,  which diagnosed the need for  capacity 
bui ld ing at  the global  and sectoral  levels .  Gaps ident i f ied 
are not  ar t iculated in  the repor t .

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
Burkina Faso contextual ized the 2030 Agenda in  the 
Nat ional  Economic and Social  Development P lan.  In 
Januar y 2019,  the Counci l  of  Ministers  adopted a roadmap 
for  accelerat ing the implementat ion of  the nat ional 
development plan and the SDGs.  Al ignment to  the SDGs is 
a  process of  ownership,  pr ior i t izat ion,  and integrat ion into 
nat ional  p lanning frameworks.  Whi le  the repor t  inc ludes 
a focus on human r ights  on the review of  some SDGs,  i t 
does not  refer  to  a human r ights-based approach.  The 
pr inciple  of  leaving no one behind is  ment ioned,  and there 
is  a  speci f ic  chapter  in  the repor t  on “considerat ion of 
vulnerable  people.”  References to the pr inciples  of  p lanetar y 
boundaries  and intergenerat ional  responsibi l i ty  are not 
ment ioned,  though the repor t  does give attent ion to water 
and land management,  b iodivers i ty  and c l imate change.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
In  2016,  the countr y  carr ied out  a f i rst  pr ior i t izat ion exerc ise 
of  SDG targets.  The analys is  was based on the pr ior i t izat ion 
gr id  of  the Internat ional  Organizat ion of  La Francophonie. 
Subsequent ly,  the United Nat ions System suppor ted Burkina 
Faso in  deepening the analys is  of  the al ignment of  the 
nat ional  development plan and other  sectoral  pol ic ies  with 
the SDGs targets.  This  second exerc ise fur ther  ref ined the 
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prior i t izat ion of  targets.  The annex l ists  SDG pr ior i t ies .  Al l 
except  SDG 14 on l i fe  below water  are ment ioned.  Burkina 
Faso is  landlocked.  

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
Only two SDGs were not  examined in  the repor t :  SDG 14 ( l i fe 
on water)  and SDG 17  (par tnerships to  achieve the goal) . 
The 43 targets  re lated to the means of  implementat ion 
under  each SDG,  as  wel l  as  the 19  targets  of  SDG 17  on 
par tnerships,  were not  inc luded in  the Rapid Integrated 
Assessment  analys is .  Al l  three sustainable development 
dimensions are addressed but  there is  a  greater  focus on 
the social .  There is  a  l imited reference to l inkages between 
economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions in  the 
analys is  of  goals ,  targets  and indicators.  Pol ic y  coherence 
for  sustainable development is  not  ment ioned.  The repor t 
is  a lso l imited in  terms of  l ink ing the SDGs to other  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks and agreements,  referr ing only  to 
the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on leaving no one behind 
and the issue of  social  inc lusion.  Burkina Faso’s  engagement 
to  the 2030 Agenda has the object ive to  take bold and 
transformative steps towards sustainable,  res i l ient  and 
inclusive development ( leaving no one behind). 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
Communicat ion and training act iv i t ies  have been 
under taken s ince 2016 by the Ministr y  of  Economy,  F inance 
and Development,  the Permanent  Secretar iat  of  the Nat ional 
Counci l  for  Sustainable Development,  c iv i l  society,  non-
governmental  organizat ions and United Nat ions system 
agencies.  These act iv i t ies  have aimed to benef i t  publ ic 
administrat ion actors,  univers i t ies  and research centres, 
local  author i t ies ,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions,  students  and 
the pr ivate sector  as  wel l  as  the community  of  technical  and 
f inancial  par tners.  Regional  and munic ipal  development 
plans are the means by which the Nat ional  Economic and 
Social  Development P lan and the SDGs are implemented at 
the local  level . 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS 
The repor t  recognizes the impor tance of  mult i -stakeholder 
par tnerships in  the implementat ion of  the agenda, 
inc luding in  innovat ive f inancing.  L imited examples of  d irect 
par tnerships were included in  the repor t .

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The repor t  notes as main chal lenges the di f f icul t ies  of 
resource mobi l izat ion as wel l  as  the e levated cost  of  large-
scale  stat ist ical  operat ions that  do not  ensure regular i ty  in 
their  product ion.  Cl imate hazard is  another  chal lenge.  The 
pers istence of  socio-cultural  constraints  and the lack of  a 
s ingle  register  of  vulnerable  people undermine effor ts  to 
provide care for  vulnerable  people.  The 2020 f inancing plan 
for  the Nat ional  Economic and Social  Development P lan is 
est imated at  CFAF 15 ,395.4 bi l l ion,  with 63.8% from domest ic 
resources and 36.2% from external  pr ivate and publ ic 
f inancing (CFAF 5,570 bi l l ion)  over  f ive  (5)  years.  Trade is 
ment ioned under  the measures to  strengthen “alternat ive 
f inancing,”  par t icular ly  in  the context  of  South-South 
cooperat ion.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
According to an evaluat ion conducted in  2018,  only  36% 
of  the indicators  def ined in  the nat ional  development plan 
framework are repor ted.  The repor t  inc ludes a commitment 
to  strengthen stat ist ical  capacit ies  to  f i l l  gaps in  data 
product ion,  col lect ion and analys is . 
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GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The technical  coordinat ion of  act iv i t ies  to  monitor  and 
review the implementat ion of  the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  is  under  the responsibi l i ty  of  the Technical 
Monitor ing Committee of  the Nat ional  Development 
Strategy.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
A process for  stakeholder  engagement was establ ished. 
I t  wi l l  take the form of  a  dialogue plat form joint ly 
faci l i tated by the Minister  of  Economy,  P lanning and Land 
Management and the Resident  Coordinator  of  the United 
Nat ions System. Representat ives of  publ ic  administrat ions, 
c iv i l  society,  par l iamentar ians,  and development par tners 
wi l l  par t ic ipate.  The plat form wi l l  meet  once a year  to 
review the regional  repor ts  and the quant i tat ive repor t  on 
progress that  wi l l  be produced by the Nat ional  Inst i tute  of 
Stat ist ics .  Non-state actors  were also par t  of  the nat ional 
VNR governmental  committee according to an inclusive and 
par t ic ipator y  approach.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
An assessment  was carr ied out  for  only  some SDGs owing to 
a lack of  data for  some indicators  under  the fol lowing SDGs: 
SDG 12  (responsible  consumption and product ion) ,  SDG 13 
(c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 14 ( l i fe  below water) ,  SDG 15  ( l i fe  on 
land).  In  the analys is  of  each SDG,  the repor t  provides some 
data.  However,  basel ine references and the current  value of 
indicators  are not  always avai lable.

CAMEROON 

In  2019,  Cameroon submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
In  the past ,  nat ional  strategies  were al igned with the 
Mi l lennium Development Goals  (MDGs).  Al though most 
MDGs were not  achieved by 2015,  the main development 
documents,  the nat ional  growth and employment strategy 
and the “ Vis ion 2035” included the targets  that  were later 
incorporated into the SDGs.  The repor t  references the 
pr inciple  of  a  human r ights-based approach and leaving no 
one behind.  No reference to the planetar y boundaries  was 
made.  Cameroon asser ted the impor tance of  preser ving the 
planet  for  future generat ions.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  were selected.  Cameroon ident i f ied 
153 targets  and work is  progressing on 52 of  the targets. 
Pr ior i t ies  inc lude reducing pover ty,  catching up on the 
implementat ion of  the MDGs and improving people’s 
res i l ience to var ious shocks,  par t icular ly  to  c l imate change 
and pover ty.  Addit ional  attent ion was paid to economic 
growth,  the consol idat ion of  the democrat ic  process and 

promoting nat ional  unity  whi le  respect ing the divers i ty  that 
character izes  the countr y.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews al l  17  SDGs.  Al l  d imensions of  sustainable 
development were addressed,  but  a  greater  focus was 
placed on the social .  The repor t  l inks  the SDGs to other 
re levant  internat ional  f rameworks and agreements  such as 
the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change,  the Convent ion on 
Biological  Divers i ty  and the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda.
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Effor ts  to  leave no one behind are ment ioned at  three levels 
inc luding the jur id ical ,  the pol i t ical  and inst i tut ional  and the 
operat ional  levels .  On the jur id ical  level ,  Cameroon rat i f ied 
al l  the internat ional  instruments  for  the protect ion of  human 
r ights.  On the inst i tut ional  and pol i t ical  levels ,  Cameroon 
has adopted the Gender  Nat ional  Pol ic y  and developed a 
nat ional  social  protect ion pol ic y  in  2017.  I t  a lso prepared 
a nat ional  strategy to combat gender -based v iolence 
over  2017–2020.  On the operat ional  level ,  Cameroon has 
extended social  nets .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Cameroon is  committed to promoting the speci f ic 
contr ibut ion of  volunteer ing.  In  th is  regard,  the countr y 
has adopted a Nat ional  Volunteer  Strategy.  The Plat form 
of  Actors  Working in  Volunteer ism in  Cameroon,  as  wel l  as 
other  c iv i l  society  organizat ions,  independent ly  produced a 
paral le l  repor t .  In  addit ion,  Young Cameroonians Volunteer 
for  Sustainable Development Goals  launched i ts  program 
in 2019.  I t  is  an in i t iat ive of  the United Nat ions Volunteers 
Program and par tners  with young leaders  and youth 
associat ions to contr ibute to  the achievement of  the SDGs. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  inc luded a l ist  of  14  chal lenges in 
implementat ion,  inc luding integrat ing the SDGs into 
programmatic  f rameworks and taking better  account  of 
vulnerable  people in  the implementat ion of  the pol ic ies. 
Structural  factors  and exist ing levels  of  progress in  some 
areas were also noted such as universal  complet ion of 
basic  educat ion and extending social  protect ion measures 
to  a wider  range of  vulnerable  people.  The government 
also noted the need to better  coordinate c l imate change 
responses and the chal lenge of  restor ing peace in  cr is is 
regions.  Technology is  referred to as a sustainable lever  for 
t ransforming the publ ic  administrat ion and the economy. 
Implementat ion has not  been costed,  but  the sources 
of  f inance are ident i f ied including pr ivate,  nat ional  and 
internat ional  f inance.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data.  I t  is  impor tant  to  mobi l ize  resources to 
produce stat ist ics  needed to monitor  the implementat ion 
of  the SDGs.  Strengthening the nat ional  stat ist ical  system 
through the suppor t  of  a  project  to  improve the ef f ic ienc y 
of  publ ic  expenditure and the stat ist ical  system was 
highl ighted. 
 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The repor t  ment ions the disseminat ion of  the SDGs in 

innovat ive ways by c iv i l  society  organizat ions.  Civ i l 

society  organizat ions translated the SDGs into local 

languages,  created sustainable development c lubs 

in  secondar y schools  and col leges,  produced a comic 

book on the SDGs,  establ ished a common plat form for 

col laborat ive work and carr ied out  several  capacity 

development workshops.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
In  October  2016,  at  the decentral ized local  author i t ies  level , 
the “ D i re c t i o n  d e  l a  F ra n c o p h o n i e  Ec o n o m i q u e  e t  N u m é r i q u e” 
and the Organizat ion of  the Francophonie Regional  Off ice 
for  Central  Afr ica organized a nat ional  information, 
awareness and mobi l izat ion workshop on the SDGs and 
local  development.  The object ive was to raise awareness 
among nat ional  par t ic ipants  of  the need to integrate the 
SDGs into nat ional  and local  pol ic ies  and strategies.  The 
workshop also ser ved to fami l iar ize  par t ic ipants  with tools 
for  implementat ion of  the SDGs.  Civ i l  society  organizat ions 
have translated the SDGs into local  languages to help al l 
segments  of  the populat ion understand them. Sustainable 
development c lubs were created in  secondar y schools  and 
col leges.  
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

In  2019,  the Central  Afr ican Republ ic  (CAR)  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to 
the United Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development  (HLPF) . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The governance arrangements  for  del iver ing the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  is  led by the Ministr y 
of  Economy,  P lanning and Cooperat ion.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
CAR conf i rms the existence of  mult i -stakeholder 
development ef fect iveness monitor ing frameworks that 
suppor t  the achievement of  sustainable development 
object ives.  These effor ts  inc lude the state,  pr ivate sector, 
c iv i l  society  organizat ions and technical  and f inancial 
par tners.  Under  the coordinat ion of  the Ministr y  of  the 
Economy,  P lanning and Cooperat ion and with technical 
suppor t  f rom the United Nat ions Development Programme, 
the VNR process was conducted with the involvement 
of  a l l  s takeholders,  inc luding administrat ive and local 
author i t ies ,  the pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions 
and development par tners.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
An assessment  was carr ied out  for  a l l  SDGs,  except  SDG 
14 ( l i fe  below water)  because CAR is  a  landlocked countr y. 
The annex includes a basel ine study and the evolut ion 
of  the di f ferent  SDG indicators  f rom 2015 to  2018.  The 
government also conducted a c i rcular  thematic  analys is  and 
a trend analys is  of  indicators  to  assess the impact  of  the 
implementat ion of  publ ic  pol ic ies.  In  terms of  ident i f icat ion 
of  gaps,  there is  a  dispar i ty  between boys and gir ls  in 
access to  the educat ion system, di f ferences in  pay between 

men and women,  gender  inequal i t ies  and inequal i t ies 
between res ident ial  areas and regions.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The SDGs were incorporated into nat ional  development 
plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks.  CAR has made 
the shared v is ion of  the SDGs a real i ty  through the Nat ional 
P lan for  the Recover y and Consol idat ion of  Peace in  Central 
Afr ica (2017–2021)  and sectoral  development strategies. 
CAR has committed i tsel f  at  the internat ional  level  to 
rat i fy ing the Convent ion on the E l iminat ion of  Al l  Forms of 
Discr iminat ion against  Women and the Afr ican Char ter  on 
Human and Peoples’  R ights.  The repor t  a lso refers  to  the 
pr inciple  of  leaving no one behind and how current  new 
technologies  can make i t  possible  to  col lect  the data needed 
to meet  the commitment  of  not  leaving any Central  Afr ican 
behind.  There was no reference to planetar y boundaries  or 
intergenerat ional  responsibi l i ty.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The process of  pr ior i t iz ing the SDGs in  CAR has resulted in 
37 pr ior i ty  targets  within the s ix  SDGs reviewed under  the 
HLPF 2019.  

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
CAR reviewed the goals  captured by the theme for  the 
HLPF:  SDG 4 on qual i ty  educat ion,  SDG 8 on decent  work 
and economic growth,  SDG 10 on reduced inequal i ty,  SDG 
13  on c l imate act ion,  SDG 16 on peace and just ice strong 
inst i tut ions and SDG 17  on par tnerships to  achieve the 
goals .  The repor t  refers  to  appl icable  l inkages between 
economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions in  the 
analys is  of  speci f ic  goals ,  targets  and indicators.  For 
instance,  the repor t  ment ioned the ef fect  of  c l imate change 
and how i t  impacts  food secur i ty.  The government noted 
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that  without  peace,  there is  l imited space to provide qual i ty 
educat ion,  secur i ty,  wealth creat ion,  just ice,  ef fect ive 
inst i tut ions,  reduct ion of  inequal i t ies  and environmental 
protect ion.  The repor t  ment ions pol ic y  coherence not ing 
effect ive inst i tut ions are general ly  recognized as a lever 
and product  of  sustainable development.  The inst i tut ional 
f ramework must  be coherent ,  inc lusive and provide 
adequate ser v ice del iver y  in  the development of  strategies 
and implementat ion of  the SDGs. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Beyond the development ef fect iveness monitor ing 
frameworks noted above,  the repor t  makes l imited 
reference to the speci f ic  contr ibut ions of  non-state actors. 
Never theless,  CAR acknowledged the impor tance of  c iv i l 
society  not ing their  work is  regulated by law.  In  2007 the 
government created a Permanent  Secretar iat  of  NGOs.  The 
repor t  a lso points  to  the role  of  United Nat ions volunteers  in 
suppor t ing sustainable development.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
Chal lenges for  SDG implementat ion include governance,  the 
weakness of  the state’s  author i ty  and low mobi l izat ion of 
domest ic  resources.  Global  warming,  deforestat ion,  c l imate 
change and soi l  degradat ion have affected the agr icultural 
product ion system. Internal  conf l icts  and conf l icts  in 
neighbouring countr ies  create instabi l i ty. 

The Nat ional  Recover y and Peacebui lding Plan is 
implemented through the Transit ional  Results  Framework 
based on three pi l lars ,  1 1  strategic  object ives  and var ious 
sectoral  act ion plans.  The Transit ion Results  Framework is 
d iv ided into a development program and projects  within 
the framework of  the medium-term budget  programming 
(2017–2021)  and the three-year  rol l ing Investment  Program. 
Countr y- level  implementat ion has been costed and sources 
of  f inance ident i f ied.  Achieving the 2030 Agenda requires 
considerable  resources est imated at  between USD 6,204.6 
bi l l ion and USD 10,769.32 bi l l ion.  CAR recognized external 
f inancing is  not  suff ic ient  and that  domest ic  resource 
mobi l izat ion must  be one of  the fundamental  p i l lars  of 
development f inancing.  

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The percentage of  data avai labi l i ty  is  not  ment ioned though 
the repor t  notes a lack of  d isaggregated data.  To address 
this ,  the Nat ional  Stat ist ics  Counci l  was created.  Monitor ing 
progress wi l l  occur  through the countr y ’s  exist ing 
monitor ing system. 

BEST PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The CAR conducted a c i rcular  thematic  analys is  of 

the 6 SDGs of  the 2019 HLPF and a trend analys is  of 

indicators  to  assess the impact  of  the implementat ion 

of  publ ic  pol ic ies.  This  analys is  shows the 

interconnected and integrated nature of  the SDGs and 

the impact  and inf luence one goal  has on other  goals . 

This  analys is  can help ident i fy  the key accelerators  of 

the SDGs.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Several  economic and social  programs are aimed at 
reducing var ious types of  inequal i t ies  in  educat ion,  health, 
nutr i t ion,  sanitat ion,  dr inking water  supply  and f inancial 

inc lusion.  The repor t  h ighl ights  act ions target ing speci f ic 
groups such as women,  people l iv ing with disabi l i t ies  and 
HIV/AIDS,  those affected by disasters  and others  not  covered 
by social  protect ion systems.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  ment ions that  ef for ts  to  raise awareness 
and disseminate the SDGs to al l  stakeholders  wi l l  have 
to cont inue,  not ing awareness-rais ing as a major 
chal lenge.  The government recognizes the impor tance of 
a l l  s takeholders  to  integrate pr ior i t ized targets  into the 
countr y ’s  inter vent ion framework.  Concerning re lat ions with 
local  author i t ies ,  CAR is  in  the process of  adopt ing a code 
for  local  author i t ies  to  organize the administrat ion of  the 
terr i tor y  within the framework of  local  development.
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CHAD 

In  2019,  Chad submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew repor t  (VNR)  to  the United Nat ions High- level 
Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
An inter -minister ial  technical  committee was set  up by 
President ial  Decree on 16  October  2018.  The inter -minister ial 
technical  committee is  chaired by the Director -General  of  the 
Ministr y  of  Economy and Development P lanning,  the v ice-
presidenc y by the Director -General  of  the Nat ional  Inst i tute 
of  Stat ist ics ,  Economic Studies  and Demography and the 
secretar iat  by the Nat ional  Coordinator  of  the fol low-up of 
the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).  Civ i l  society, 
pr ivate sector  and academia are par t  of  the “ Secretar iat 
permanente de vei l le ,”  a  permanent  administrat ive body for 
coordinat ing monitor ing and evaluat ion.  

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  is  unclear  in  terms of  what  long-term stakeholder 
engagement entai ls  beyond par t ic ipat ion in  governance 
mechanisms.  Never theless,  i t  notes non-state actor 
engagement in  the development of  the repor t .

development plan and the SDGs.  I t  showed that  the 
nat ional  development plan is  wel l  a l igned with the SDG 
targets  captur ing 70% of  re levant  targets.  St i l l ,  the rapid 
integrat ion assessment  highl ighted a low level  of  cross-
sectoral  synergies.  Except  for  SDG 14,  a l l  other  SDGs have 
been analyzed in  terms of  current  pol ic ies,  strategies  and 
programs as wel l  as  future chal lenges,  oppor tunit ies  and 
r isks. 
 
INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government developed “ Vis ion 2030,  Chad we want.” 
This  has been translated into three nat ional  development 
plans with the f i rst  cover ing the per iod 2017–2021.  The VNR 
does not  refer  expl ic i t ly  to  a human r ights-based approach 
in  the implementat ion of  the SDGs,  but  human r ights  are 
ment ioned under  the review of  SDG 16.  There is  a  c lear 
reference to the pr inciple  of  universal i ty  and leaving no one 
behind but  no reference to planetar y boundaries  or  inter -
generat ional  responsibi l i ty.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  have been selected.  In  total ,  the nat ional 
pr ior i ty  package of  SDG targets  for  2017–2021  inc ludes 15 
SDGs with 34 targets  pr ior i t ized out  of  the 100 possible 
targets.  The repor t  points  to  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  under  each 
SDG examined.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
Al l  SDGs except  SDG 14 on l i fe  below water  are examined 
in  the repor t .  Chad is  landlocked.  Al l  d imensions of 
sustainable development are addressed but  the repor t  has 
a greater  focus on social  d imensions.  Pol ic y  coherence is 
not  ment ioned.  St i l l ,  the repor t  stresses the impor tance 
of  re inforc ing the inter -sectoral  synergies  of  the nat ional 
development plan and the mult isectoral  coordinat ion for 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The VNR indicates that  non-state actors  were involved 

in  the consultat ion process of  the VNR ,  but  also the 

coordinat ion process for  SDGs implementat ion and 

monitor ing.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The rapid integrated assessment  tool  was used to assess 
the degree of  a l ignment between the 2017–2021  nat ional 
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the achievement of  the targets  considered.  The repor t 
a lso makes l inkages between the SDGs to other  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks and agreements  such as the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change,  the Convent ion on Biological 
Divers i ty  and the Sendai  Framework.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The leave no one behind pr inciple  i t  is  seen as an essent ial 
e lement  for  the success of  SDG implementat ion.  Guided by 
this  pr inciple,  the government is  ensur ing involvement of 
a l l  s takeholders  in  the 2030 Agenda.  Women,  people with 
disabi l i t ies ,  chi ldren,  migrant  workers  and elder ly  people 
are the main targets  of  ef for ts  to  leave no one behind 
through the implementat ion of  the Nat ional  Strategy for 
Social  Protect ion adopted in  2015.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The process of  ownership in  Chad star ted with information 
sessions and training on the SDGs for  the benef i t  of 
par l iamentar ians and focal  points  of  d i f ferent  inst i tut ions. 
Awareness-rais ing star ted in  the last  quar ter  of  2016 at 
the level  of  the nat ional  legis lature.  I t  resulted in  the 
establ ishment of  a  special  commission to monitor  the 
implementat ion of  the SDGs within this  inst i tut ion.  Other 
act iv i t ies  were organized,  inc luding the training of  local 
e lected representat ives and journal ists .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Chad provided detai led information on how 
par l iamentar ians and c iv i l  society  organizat ions were 
involved in  the SDG implementat ion process.  The repor t 
stated the par l iament  has committed to the goals  and 
draf ted plans for  2019 and 2020.  The par l iament  hears 
regular  updates on progress.  Civ i l  society  has been engaged 
to help Chad reach i ts  educat ional  goals  and to help with 
the fol low-up and review mechanisms.  

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
Chal lenges in  implementing the 2030 Agenda include 
the col lapse of  o i l  pr ices  f rom 2014,  the insecur i ty  caused 
by Boko Haram since 2015 and the 2016 president ial 
e lect ion that  delayed the star t  of  implementat ion of  SDGs. 

Implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda has been costed at 
around USD 10 bi l l ion for  the nat ional  development plan 
2017–2021.  The par l iament  establ ished an act ion plan to 
improve progress repor t ing on the SDGs dur ing budget ing 
sessions.  Sources of  f inancing have been ident i f ied.  Internal 
resources account  for  1 1% over  the 2017–2021  per iod whi le 
internat ional  agreements  wi l l  cover  22% of  the cost .  The 
repor t  notes a f inancing gap of  67% to be sought  f rom the 
pr ivate sector  and technical  par tners.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data.  Indeed,  i t  is  ment ioned that  the 
inst i tut ional  mechanism for  implementing and monitor ing 
the SDGs is  not  yet  in  a posit ion to capture al l  the progress 
made or  al l  the in i t iat ives  that  are being implemented in 
the countr y.  The monitor ing of  progress is  weak and l imited 
due to insuff ic ient  data avai labi l i ty  and lack of  coordinat ion 
between the central  level  and the autonomous communit ies. 
The government plans to improve data avai labi l i ty  through 
a process of  reform of  i ts  stat ist ical  apparatus in  the 
context  of  the rat i f icat ion of  the Afr ican Char ter  of  Stat ist ics 
in  March 2015.
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CONGO 

In  2019,  Congo submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The inst i tut ional  f ramework for  the evaluat ion of  the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  and nat ional 
development plan cover ing the per iod 2018–2022,  inc ludes 
a Nat ional  Evaluat ion Counci l  organized into four  levels 
comprised of  the steer ing committee,  the technical 
coordinat ion committee,  the permanent  technical 
secretar iat  and the depar tmental  coordinat ion.  The main 
act iv i ty  of  the counci l  inc ludes the product ion of  annual 
monitor ing repor ts  on the SDGs. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The government recognized the impor tance of  involv ing 
al l  stakeholders  for  the SDG implementat ion,  but 
the repor t  does not  ment ion what  such engagement 
entai ls .  Never theless,  i t  is  ment ioned that  the process 
of  contextual iz ing the SDGs in  nat ional  f rameworks 
has involved the par t ic ipat ion of  actors  whose act ions 
should contr ibute to  the achievement of  the SDGs,  namely 
state actors,  c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate sector  as  wel l  as 
development par tners.  Stakeholders  were also involved 
in  the VNR process through the organizat ion of  nat ional 
workshops. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
An analys is  of  the level  of  integrat ion of  the SDGs (Rapid 
Integrated Assessment)  into the 2018–2022 nat ional 
development plan and analys is  of  SDGs indicators  f rom 2014 
to 2017  was conducted.  Overal l ,  the assessment  establ ished 

a moderate degree of  integrat ion of  SDG targets  into 
the 2012–2016 nat ional  development plan.  In  total  Congo 
retained 14 SDGs,  74 targets  and 1 13  indicators.  Out  of  107 
targets  selected by the Congo,  65 were taken into account, 
represent ing an integrat ion rate of  61%.  By al igning with 
the three strategic  axes of  the nat ional  p lan (strengthening 
governance,  strengthening and developing human capita, 
and divers i fy ing and transforming the economy),  the repor t 
ment ioned a 92% rate of  inc lusion of  14  pr ior i t ized SDGs into 
the countr y ’s  nat ional  development plan.  However,  when 
compared to al l  the 17  SDGs,  the rate of  inc lusion drops to 
76%. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government developed the 2018–2022 nat ional 
development plan based on the Afr ican Union Agenda 
2063 and the SDGs.  The effor ts  made by the government 
on human r ights  inc lude the adopt ion and disseminat ion of 
texts  on respect  for  human r ights.  Leaving no one behind 
(LNOB) is  ment ioned and a LNOB study is  being carr ied 
out  focused on the phenomenon of  exclusion in  Congo. 
Intergenerat ional  responsibi l i ty  is  ment ioned indirect ly, 
“ to  ensure the health of  the planet  for  present  and future 
generat ions.”

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  were selected.  Of  the 17  SDGs,  169 targets 
and 241  indicators,  Congo retained 14 SDGs,  74 targets  and 
1 13  indicators.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
Al l  SDGs except  SDG 14 ( l i fe  below water)  are analyzed 
with data annexed under  each of  the SDGs reviewed.  Al l 
d imensions of  sustainable development are addressed but 
with a greater  focus on the social .  The repor t  made l imited 

a35



ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3ANNEX 3

reference to l inkages between the dimensions in  analys is 
of  goals ,  targets  and indicators.  Never theless,  the repor t 
recognizes the mult id imensional  character ist ics  of  pover ty 
with l inkages between economic and social  d imensions but 
also natural  d isaster  r isks  that  can impact  pover ty.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Congo’s  LNOB study was the highl ight  of  the par t ic ipator y 
process of  the VNR .  By drawing on the v iews of  the 
populat ion,  the government feels  i t  has a greater  l ike l ihood 
of  meet ing people’s  needs by 2030.  Chi ldren,  pregnant 
women,  Indigenous populat ions and people with disabi l i t ies 
are the main targets  of  the ef for ts  to  LNOB.  Ef for ts  inc lude 
improvement of  health and social  ser v ices,  inc lusive 
development,  access to  decent  housing,  access to  qual i ty 
health and nutr i t ion ser v ices,  HIV/AIDS prevent ion and care 
ser v ices,  safe dr inking water  and sanitat ion and hygiene 
ser v ices.  The government is  a lso using cash transfers  to 
poor  and vulnerable  segments  of  the populat ion to prevent 
vulnerabi l i ty  in  the shor t  term to shocks and to contr ibute to 
the development of  human capital .

networks and awareness campaigns.  However,  due to an 
amorphous economy and decl in ing government revenue,  the 
government has not  yet  in i t iated this  outreach component 
of  the 2030 Agenda.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Par tners  f rom the pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society  and 
development agencies  are ment ioned in  the repor t . 
Par tner -funded projects  that  reach almost  al l  of  the SDGs 
in  Congo except  for  SDGs 12  (responsible  consumption and 
product ion)  and 15  ( l i fe  on land)  are ment ioned.  The main 
areas of  focus are educat ion,  the environment,  health, 
pover ty  al lev iat ion,  energy,  peace and par tnership for 
sustainable development. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The f i rst  and main weakness ment ioned in  the repor t  is 
the f inancing of  the 2030 Agenda,  which was adopted and 
operat ional ized in  the context  of  the economic and f inancial 
cr is is .  The government needs strategic  par tnerships to 
mobi l ize  f inancial  and mater ial  resources to  offset  funding 
gaps for  nat ional  development and SDGs.  The gap is 
est imated at  63.07% of  the overal l  cost .  The cost  of  the 
2018–2022 nat ional  development plan is  est imated at  FCFA 
15,693,687 bi l l ion.  State funding capacity  is  l imited to FCFA 
5,795 bi l l ion.  A gap of  FCFA 9,898 bi l l ion that  wi l l  need to be 
covered by external  contr ibut ions.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
Data provided by the nat ional  stat ist ical  system has var ying 
levels  of  re l iabi l i ty  and is  not  current .  The repor t  does not 
provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the avai labi l i ty  of  data but 
inc ludes a commitment  f rom the government to  modernize 
the nat ional  stat ist ical  inst i tut ion and strengthen the 
capacity  of  i ts  managers  to  produce qual i ty  data for  al l 
se lected indicators.
On the basis  of  monitor ing repor ts ,  the Nat ional  Evaluat ion 
Counci l  wi l l  organize an annual  review of  per formance, 
according to a precise t imetable. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Congo is  carr y ing out  a study on LNOB and 

under taking a mult i -sectoral  response to address the 

chal lenge of  pover ty.  The countr y  recognizes pover ty 

as  a mult id imensional  and transversal  issue. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
In  par tnership with the United Nat ions Development 
Programme,  the Ministr y  of  P lanning,  Stat ist ics 
and Regional  Integrat ion organized a workshop for 
par l iamentar ians,  the Depar tment  of  Studies  and Planning, 
c iv i l  society  organizat ions and the pr ivate.  The workshop 
increased ownership of  the SDGs among the par t ic ipants. 
Rais ing awareness of  the 2030 Agenda among youth 
and the general  publ ic  is  mainly  achieved through the 
disseminat ion of  information v ia tradit ional  media,  social 
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

In  2019,  Côte d’ Ivoi re  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The Nat ional  Steer ing Committee is  the technical  decis ion-
making body for  the implementat ion of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs)  in  Côte d’ Ivoire.  I t  is  chaired by 
the ministr y  in  charge of  p lanning and development,  and 
the v ice-presidenc y is  provided by the ministr y  in  charge 
of  sustainable development.  The pr ivate sector  and c iv i l 
society  are represented through delegat ions at  the nat ional 
steer ing committee.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes several  issues that  need to be addressed 
by author i t ies  to  accelerate SDGs implementat ion,  such 
as creat ing a nat ional  f ramework for  consultat ion and 
coordinat ion of  act ions for  implementat ion. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Côte d’ Ivoire  has assessed the extent  to  which the SDGs 
have been considered in  nat ional  pol ic ies  and strategies. 
Gaps are ident i f ied in  the repor t  but  not  ment ioned in 
terms of  stat ist ical  d i f ference compared to the basel ine 
for  each of  the SDGs reviewed.  Al l  17  SDGs are analyzed. 
This  analys is  inc ludes progress and countr y  per formance, 
but  also reforms,  pol ic y  measures and good pract ices, 
chal lenges and current  measures and future act ions to 
under take.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The evaluat ion of  pol ic ies  revealed that  of  the 105 SDG 
targets  considered,  87 (83%) are al igned with sectoral 
p lans and pol ic ies.  The repor t  refers  to  the pr inciples  of 
universal i ty  and leaving no one behind.  I t  has a strong focus 
on human r ights,  introducing human r ights  and c i t izenship 
curr icula in  schools .  Addit ional ly,  the technical  unit  that 
oversees the monitor ing and evaluat ion of  the SDGs 
includes delegates of  the Nat ional  Human Rights  Counci l . 
There is  no reference to planetar y boundaries. 
 
NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The repor t  notes that  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  have been selected 
as wel l  as  super  accelerators  of  the SDGs.  Some pr ior i t ies 
inc lude the promotion of  product ive,  decent  and sustainable 
employment for  al l ,  the promotion of  gender  equity  and 
the pol i t ical  and economic empowerment of  women and 
gir ls .  The repor t  a lso notes implementat ion of  measures to 
mit igate and adapt  to  c l imate change and strengthen social 
cohesion through reconci l iat ion,  nat ional  sol idar i ty  and 
peace. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
Al l  SDGs were examined in  the repor t  with discussion of 
reforms,  pol ic y  measures and good pract ices,  chal lenges 
and current  measures and future act ions to under take. 
The repor t  refers  to  “a pr iv i leged place for  pr ior i ty  social 
sectors  to  improve the l iv ing condit ions of  the populat ions.” 
Appl icable  l inkages between economic,  social  and 
environmental  d imensions are made in  the repor t .  Pol ic y 
coherence is  understood in  re lat ion to domest ic  ef for ts .  The 
implementat ion of  the SDGs is  based on the pr inciple  of 
coordinat ion of  cross-sectoral  inter vent ions.  The repor t  only 
refers  to  the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change and the 
Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Côte d’ Ivoire  has paid attent ion to vulnerable  groups 
through several  measures,  p lans and pol ic ies  aimed 
at  promoting social  equal i ty.  These vulnerable  groups 
include the poor,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  women,  chi ldren 
and ethnic  minor i t ies .  Youth voluntar y schemes were 
also in i t iated by the government to  leave no one behind, 
inc luding access to  compulsor y and free educat ion to al l 
chi ldren.

The repor t  a lso recognized the impor tance of  volunteer ism 
as a “human and transversal  means of  implementing the 
SDGs” that  enables  al l  c i t izens to take an act ive role  in  the 
implementat ion of  the SDGs.  

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The repor t  notes several  chal lenges for  SDGs 
implementat ion,  inc luding the avai labi l i ty  of  d isaggregated 
data,  the adaptat ion of  p lanning to the requirements  of 
the SDGs,  the mobi l izat ion of  the nat ional  society  and 
the strengthening of  the publ ic-pr ivate par tnership to 
f inance the implementat ion of  the SDGs.  Budget ing for  the 
whole agenda is  ment ioned and the overal l  cost  has been 
incorporated into the nat ional  development plan budget 
est imate.  Sources of  f inancing include innovat ive f inancing 
mechanisms,  secur i t izat ion and channel l ing of  migrant 
remittances and publ ic-pr ivate par tnerships.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  indicates that  data avai labi l i ty  is  44%.  The 
act ion plan of  the Nat ional  Strategy for  the Development 
of  Stat ist ics  (2018–2021)  should provide the Directorates of 
P lanning and Stat ist ics  with logist ical ,  human,  operat ional 
and f inancial  resources to  improve the frequenc y of 
col lect ion and disseminat ion in  l ine with the pr inciple  of 
leave no one behind.

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
This  repor t  ident i f ied SDG accelerators  to  provide 

integrated solut ions and achieve the real izat ion 

of  the 2030 Agenda.  The exerc ise was carr ied out 

us ing four  themes:  social ,  economic,  environmental 

and governance.  Chal lenges were ident i f ied for 

each theme.  The process looked at  bott lenecks that 

could hamper the resolut ion of  ident i f ied chal lenges 

and integrated solut ions to remove bott lenecks.  For 

example,  in  the social  theme,  the fol lowing super 

accelerators  were ident i f ied:  promotion of  product ive, 

decent  and sustainable employment for  al l ;  promotion 

of  gender  equal i ty  and pol i t ical  and economic 

empowerment of  women and gir ls ;  and expanding 

access to  protect ion for  vulnerable  populat ions.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The government carr ied out  awareness-rais ing effor ts  f rom 
2016 to 2018.  Act iv i t ies  inc luded consultat ions,  workshops, 
a  media awareness campaign and the second edit ion of  the 
Sustainable Development Forum. The local  author i t ies  take 
par t  in  the process of  implementing the SDGs through their 
main bodies,  namely  the Union of  Ci t ies  and Munic ipal i t ies 
of  Côte d’ Ivoire  and the Associat ion of  Regions and Distr icts 
of  Côte d’ Ivoire.  Capacity-bui ld ing effor ts  have been carr ied 
out  in  the Terr i tor ial  Communit ies.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The pr ivate sector  is  ment ioned for  promoting pr ivate-
publ ic-par tnerships and corporate social  responsibi l i ty. 
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ESWATINI  

In  2019,  Eswat in i  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Under the Ministr y  of  Economic P lanning and Development, 
the SDG (Sustainable Development Goal)  Secretar iat  leads 
SDG planning and implementat ion. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  h ighl ights  the impor tance of  par tnerships and 
that  the countr y  wi l l  cont inue extensive ef for ts  to  consult , 
engage and raise awareness on implementat ion of  the 
SDGs as i t  d id dur ing the planning phase.  Never theless, 
the repor t  does not  out l ine how stakeholder  engagement 
in  SDG implementat ion is  occurr ing.  I t  does,  however, 
detai l  engagement by non-state actors  in  the VNR , 
inc luding in  terms of  reviewing a draf t  vers ion of  the 
repor t .  Non-state actors  have been and cont inue to be 
engaged in  the ident i f icat ion of  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  and their 
implementat ion. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  Eswatini  has assessed data gaps for 
monitor ing the SDGs.  The assessment  included effor ts  to 
assess the implementat ion and inst i tut ional  gaps for  the 
SDGs pr ior i t ized in  the countr y. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The repor t  states  that  the object ives  of  the SDGs are in 
l ine with the countr y ’s  Vis ion 2022,  and that  the SDGs 
have been incorporated into the Nat ional  Development 
Strategy and Strategy for  Sustainable and Inclusive Growth 

2030.  Fur thermore,  the SDGs are al igned with the Strategic 
Roadmap focused on economic recover y and the Nat ional 
Development P lan 2019/20–2021/22. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The gap analys is  inc luded organiz ing the SDGs into 

three groups:  pr ior i t ized,  enablers  and cross-cutt ing 

issues.  A pr ior i t ized SDG represents  the countr y ’s  main 

focus for  the medium term.  Enablers  represent  the 

ideal  environment or  condit ions for  the implementat ion 

and achievement of  other  SDGs.  Cross-cutt ing issues 

are areas for  integrat ion in  the implementat ion of  the 

goals .  SDGs were reviewed with the involvement of 

stakeholders  and government staff. 

Major  gaps that  impede the implementat ion of 

pr ior i t ized SDGs were also ident i f ied.  Addit ional  gaps 

were ident i f ied in  the governance framework and 

overal l  capacit ies . 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  is  committed to SDG implementat ion.  I ts  major 
pr ior i t ies  inc lude eradicat ing pover ty,  promoting shared 
prosper i ty  and improving environmental  qual i ty.  These 
selected pr ior i t ies  are l inked to the SDGs and have led 
to the creat ion of  a  subset  of  ten goals  that  are nat ional 
pr ior i t ies .  Nat ional  pr ior i t ies  inc lude SDG 1  (no pover ty) , 
SDG 2 (zero hunger) ,  SDG 3 (health and wel l -being),  SDG 
4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 6 (c lean water  and sanitat ion) , 
SDG 7 (affordable and c lean energy) ,  SDG 8 (decent  work 
and economic growth),  SDG 9 ( innovat ion,  infrastructure 
and industr ia l izat ion) ,  SDG 13  (c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 16 
(peace,  secur i ty  and just ice for  al l )  and SDG 17  (par tnerships 
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for  the goals) .  For  the countr y,  the inabi l i ty  to  end pover ty 
is  considered the pr imar y cause of  economic instabi l i ty. 
Reducing pover ty  is  thus of  cr i t ical  impor tance to the 
countr y.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  ten selected areas that  are nat ional 
pr ior i t ies .  The repor t  has a l imited focus on the l inkages 
between goal  areas and includes a discussion of  domest ic 
pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion of  the SDGs.  Pol ic y 
coherence for  sustainable development is  not  discussed. 
The VNR makes l inkages to the re levant  internat ional 
f rameworks including the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster 
R isk  Reduct ion.  I t  does not  ment ion the Par is  Agreement on 
Cl imate Change but  provides detai ls  on r isks  and effor ts  to 
address c l imate change within SDG 13. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The state of  avai lable  data regarding leaving no one behind 
is  unclear  f rom the repor t .  Vulnerable  groups in  the countr y 
have been ident i f ied as orphaned and vulnerable  chi ldren, 
the e lder ly,  people l iv ing with disabi l i t ies ,  women and youth. 
The repor t  l is ts  a  range of  pol ic ies  and programs that  have 
been put  in  place to improve the s i tuat ion of  vulnerable 
people.  They include most ly  nat ional- level  strategies  and 
pol ic ies  such as nat ional  health pol ic y,  a  pover ty-reduct ion 
act ion program and educat ion sector  pol ic y.  Also,  there 
are social  protect ion measures for  chi ldren,  an e lder ly 
grant,  a  disabi l i ty  grant,  programs for  empowerment 
(especial ly  for  women and gir ls)  such as a youth enterpr ise 
fund,  a  program for  women in  development,  a  women’s 
empowerment program and a rural  development fund.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The countr y  developed a communicat ion strategy that 
addresses awareness-rais ing.  The VNR development process 
also helped raise awareness among stakeholders.
 
Steps have been taken to local ize  the 2030 Agenda. 
The repor t  h ighl ights  engagement with local  levels  of 
government on the SDGs and showcases the ef for ts  by 
local  governments  to  incorporate the SDGs into planning 

processes.  I t  emphasizes  the impor tance of  working with 
local  governments  and other  stakeholders  to  develop 
implementat ion plans on these issues.  I t  a lso ment ions 
local- level  data col lect ion.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  notes the impor tance of  par tnerships,  i t 
does not  provide speci f ic  examples of  par tnerships with 
domest ic  non-state actors.  Eswatini  does,  however,  have 
par tnerships with development par tners  increasing progress 
in  social  sectors. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The repor t  ident i f ies  strengths in  several  areas where the 
countr y  is  implementing the nat ional ized SDGs.  Major 
implementat ion chal lenges include l imited f inancial 
capacity.  F iscal  chal lenges have resulted in  l imited 
resources being avai lable  for  the implementat ion of 
programs.  The repor t  a lso ment ions the Publ ic  F inance 
Management Act  of  2017  that  was enacted to boost  donor 
conf idence of  government accountabi l i ty.  Adopt ion and 
implementat ion of  the regulat ions have been delayed.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The current  status of  avai lable  data for  SDG 
implementat ion,  inc luding disaggregated data,  is  not 
ar t iculated in  the repor t .  The repor t  stresses that  the 
datasets  for  the SDG indicators  are current ly  being 
developed.  In  addit ion,  improvements  to  the nat ional 
stat ist ics  off ice  are planned to boost  the countr y ’s  abi l i ty 
to  monitor  and col lect  data.  The countr y ’s  approach to 
repor t ing on the 2030 Agenda is  under  development. 

a40



ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3ANNEX 3

GHANA 

In  2019,  Ghana submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Ghana has created a coordinat ing and implementat ion 
system based on the countr y ’s  decentral ized planning 
system. Ef for ts  re lated to the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  are coordinated by the High-Level  Minister ial 
Committee.  Both the SDGs Implementat ion Coordinat ing 
Committee and a Technical  Committee suppor ts  them. The 
SDG Implementat ion Coordinat ing Committee and Technical 
Committee have representat ives f rom government,  c iv i l 
society  and the pr ivate sector,  whi le  the United Nat ions 
Countr y  Team has obser ver  status on the High-Level 
Minister ial  Committee.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The countr y  developed an engagement strategy as wel l  as 
a nat ional  p lat form to faci l i tate  stakeholder  par t ic ipat ion. 
Stakeholders  were act ively  involved in  the development of 
the VNR as wel l . 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  the countr y  conducted a gap analys is . 
The analys is  ident i f ied some gaps,  a l though at  least  50% 
of  the SDGs have been ref lected in  development plans.  The 
countr y  has made adjustments  in  i ts  implementat ion effor ts 
that  are ref lected in  annual  act ion plans to address some of 
the gaps on an ongoing basis . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The SDGs have been integrated into the nat ional 
development agenda and the countr y ’s  budget.  The 
government’s  nat ional  development document that 
integrates the SDGs is  t i t led An Agenda for  Jobs:  Creat ing 
Prosper i ty  and Equal  Oppor tunity  for  Al l  (2017–2024). 
Guidel ines were also developed to prepare medium-term 
development plans mandating government inst i tut ions 
and local  author i t ies  to  al ign their  act iv i t ies  with SDGs. 
A tracking tool  has been developed within the nat ional 
budget ing process to  monitor  al locat ions and expenditure 
on SDG-related act iv i t ies . 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs have been ident i f ied.  The 
SDGs are organized according to the four  pi l lars  of  the 
nat ional  development agenda cover ing social ,  economic 
and environmental  issues as wel l  as  inst i tut ional  areas of 
concern. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms of 
ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas and includes a 
discussion of  domest ic  pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion 
of  the SDGs.  The repor t  makes l inkages to re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks,  inc luding the Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda,  the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion, 
and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides an in-depth assessment  of  the s i tuat ion 
of  vulnerable  groups in  the countr y.  I t  presents  a detai led 
narrat ive on those lef t  behind and effor ts  to  improve social 
inc lusion and reduce inequal i ty.  Goals  most  prominent ly 
re lated to the social  sectors  inc lude a subsect ion on leaving 
no one behind.  The repor t  l is ts  vulnerable  groups,  inc luding 
the aged,  chi ldren,  the rural  populat ion,  people l iv ing 
with a disabi l i ty,  pr isoners,  the unemployed and people in 
vulnerable  employment.  The repor t  out l ines a wide range 
of  exist ing in i t iat ives,  inc luding special ized and universal 
programs that  suppor t  ef for ts  to  leave no one behind. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Awareness creat ion campaigns were conducted in  four 

regional  capitals  focusing on market  women,  school 

chi ldren,  f isher folk ,  street  chi ldren,  lorr y  dr ivers , 

marginal ized groups,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions, 

the media and farmer groups.  Current ly,  ef for ts  are 

being made to translate the SDGs into local  d ialects , 

Brai l le ,  local  proverbs and adinkra symbols  for  ease 

of  communicat ion and understanding by the target 

audiences.  Media SDG plat forms have been created to 

faci l i tate  information shar ing and discussions on the 

goals  at  the nat ional ,  regional  and distr ict  levels .  To 

reach rural  communit ies,  the Ghana Community  Radio 

Network has launched a project  cal led Par t ic ipator y 

Community  Radio and the Right  to  Communicate—A 

Singular  Pathway to the SDGs. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Awareness-creat ion campaigns have been pr ior i t ized by the 
countr y  and targeted effor ts  focusing on several  vulnerable 
groups. 

The capacity  to  monitor  and evaluate progress remains 
weak at  the local  level  despite  integrat ion into local  p lans. 
The repor t  notes ef for ts  to  improve capacit ies  by recruit ing 
addit ional  staff  and stat ist ic ians at  the local  government 
level .  Training through Regional  Coordinat ing Counci ls  is 
envis ioned.

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
Information presented in  the c iv i l  society  repor t 

showed that  c iv i l  society  organizat ions need 

suppor t  to  engage in  data col lect ion to integrate 

implementat ion effor ts ,  especial ly  those regarding 

vulnerable  groups.  This  would improve information on 

progress and help to better  target  future ef for ts . 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  refers  to  speci f ic  contr ibut ions f rom civ i l 
society,  the pr ivate sector,  academia and youth towards 
2030 Agenda implementat ion.  For  example,  i t  notes the 
CSOs Plat form on SDGs that  helps to  ensure coordinat ion 
and par tnership with c iv i l  society  as  wel l  as  ef for ts  by the 
pr ivate sector  to  incorporate sustainable development into 
corporate social  responsibi l i ty  and phi lanthropy.  Publ ic  and 
pr ivate univers i t ies  are contr ibut ing research.  Working in 
par tnership,  youth associat ions are organiz ing an annual 
Afr ican Youth SDGs Summit  to  mobi l ize  youth.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The countr y  assessed cross-sectoral  interact ions to ident i fy 
t rade-offs  and synergies  among the goals  whi le  developing 
inter vent ions that  bui ld  on the synergies.  Ghana’s  budget 
has been al igned with the SDGs.  The Ministr y  of  F inance has 
developed a tool  that  helps track government al locat ions 

and expenditures on each SDG target .  These al locat ions 
provide a measure of  the government’s  actual  expenditures 
on implementing the SDGs and thus indicate the countr y ’s 
commitment  to  the goals . 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
Access to  re l iable  and t imely  data at  the appropriate 
levels  of  d isaggregat ion is  l is ted as a chal lenge for  the 
countr y.  The countr y  has developed a roadmap with three 
pr ior i ty  areas for  act ion to f i l l  data gaps,  encourage data 
use and strengthen the ent i re  data ecosystem. Training 
and data col lect ion templates were developed to assist 
in  data col lect ion.  The use of  te lecommunicat ions and 
ear th obser vat ion data is  being explored for  some of  the 
indicators.  The repor t  notes the launch of  an onl ine data 
por tal  as  par t  of  repor t ing.
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LESOTHO  

In  2018,  Lesotho submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The process of  Sustainable Development Goal  (SDG) 
integrat ion and implementat ion are overseen by the 
Nat ional  Overs ight  and Advisor y  Committee,  chaired by 
the pr ime minister.  The Minister  of  Development P lanning 
chairs  the cabinet  sub-committee on SDGs.  In  addit ion, 
a  technical  committee also suppor ts  SDG planning and 
implementat ion with members f rom development par tners, 
heads of  government agencies,  heads of  c iv i l  society 
organizat ions,  chief  execut ives,  and heads of  t rade unions. 
I ts  responsibi l i ty  is  to  give technical  d irect ion to the 
implementat ion,  monitor ing and repor t ing on SDGs. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The countr y  engaged c i t izens in  several  aspects  of 
SDG integrat ion into nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  This  inc luded 
engagement on the preparat ion of  the VNR ,  data select ion 
and ident i f icat ion to track progress on SDG implementat ion 
and in i t iat ives  under taken by stakeholders  such as c iv i l 
society  organizat ion and pr ivate sector. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  makes no ment ion of  whether  the countr y 
conducted a gap analys is  of  pol ic ies  or  data. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS 
Lesotho has integrated the 2030 Agenda into i ts  nat ional 
pr ior i t ies  inc luding i ts  Nat ional  Vis ion 2020 and the 
Nat ional  Strategic  Development P lan 2018/19–2022/23.  The 

Nat ional  Strategic  Development P lan is  the instrument 
through which the Nat ional  Vis ion 2020 is  operat ional ized. 
Through the Nat ional  Strategic  Development P lan,  Lesotho 
recognizes the integrated and indiv is ib le  nature of  SDGs 
and is  committed to addressing the three dimensions of 
sustainable development. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The overal l  target  of  the Nat ional  Strategic  Development 
P lan is  employment creat ion and the achievement of 
inc lusive economic growth.  Achievement of  the plan’s 
targets  is  expected to contr ibute to  pover ty  reduct ion, 
social  inc lusion and improve the status of  the environment. 
The countr y  l inked the SDGs to these speci f ic  targets. 
Addit ional  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  have been ident i f ied.  They 
include addressing c l imate change,  bui ld ing res i l ience 
in  the agr icultural  sector,  addressing rural  pover ty 
and inequal i t ies ,  bui ld ing a robust  health-care system, 
addressing new HIV infect ions in  adolescents,  youth and 
factor y  workers  and promoting a stable,  peaceful  and 
inclusive society  with strong inst i tut ions.  

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms of 
ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas and includes a 
discussion of  domest ic  pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion 
of  the SDGs.  The repor t  makes l inkages to several  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks including the Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda,  the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion 
and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change.
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GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y ’s  strategy on the SDGs strongly  focuses 

on the synergies  between them. For  example,  Lesotho 

recognizes that  with ef fect ive implementat ion 

of  programs on c l imate change mit igat ion and 

adaptat ion (SDG 13) ,  Lesotho wi l l  reduce pover ty  and 

hunger  and create decent  jobs (SDGs 1,  2 ,  and 8)  and 

reduce inequal i t ies  and v iolence against  women (SDGs 

5  and 10) .  With reduced pover ty,  hunger  and a higher 

number of  decent  jobs,  Lesotho’s  c i t izens wi l l  have 

access to  improved universal  health and educat ion 

ser v ices (SDGs 3  and 4) ,  c lean water,  sanitat ion and 

affordable energy (SDGs 6 and 7) . 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA  
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The pr inciple  of  leaving no one behind is  cr i t ical  for  SDG 
implementat ion in  the countr y.  The repor t  provides an 
in-depth assessment  of  the s i tuat ion of  vulnerable  groups. 
The vulnerable  groups ident i f ied include women,  chi ldren, 
people with disabi l i t ies ,  migrants,  people affected by 
pover ty  and youth.  The repor t  presents  a detai led narrat ive 
on those lef t  behind and effor ts  to  improve social  inc lusion 
and reduce inequal i ty.  I t  emphasizes  the impor tance of 
strengthening and coordinat ing both nat ional  and distr ict 
agencies  to  address inequal i t ies  and manage social 
protect ion programs across the countr y.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  points  to  the VNR process as wel l  as  a nat ional 
conference to raise awareness.  Examples of  how SDGs were 
local ized at  the subnat ional  level  are also presented.  For 
example,  SDG 1  has been integrated into local  strategies 
by establ ishing distr ict  social  protect ion coordinat ion 
committees in  10 distr icts .  A Social  Protect ion Strategy 
Implementat ion Plan,  a long with a monitor ing and 
evaluat ion monitor ing and evaluat ion framework,  has been 
f inal ized to suppor t  implementat ion,  coordinat ion and 
monitor ing of  social  protect ion inter vent ions.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  notes contr ibut ions f rom non-state actors  in  the 
general  sense.  The countr y  has a Par tnership Pol ic y  f rom 
2013 that  is  being reviewed.  The countr y  is  developing a 
nat ional  par tnership and coordinat ion strategic  plan with 
the aim of  strengthening engagement mechanisms with 
par tners  inc luding development par tners,  c iv i l  society,  the 
pr ivate sector  and special  groups.  The repor t  a lso points  to 
the suppor t  of  United Nat ions Lesotho Youth Advisor y  Panel 
to  carr y  out  consultat ions on the VNR .  F inal ly,  ef for ts  by 
volunteers  are also presented with respect  to  ef for ts  across 
social  sectors.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
Since SDGs are integrated into the countr y ’s  nat ional 
p lan,  their  implementat ion is  funded through publ ic  sector 
f inancing (annual  budgets  approved by the par l iament) . 
The countr y  formulated a f inancing strategy for  the 
development plan.  The framework l ists  f inancial  needs, 
avai lable  funds and f inancial  gaps. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The repor t  provides disaggregated data by gender  as 
wel l  as  on rural  and urban l ive l ihoods.  I t  stresses that  the 
countr y  should improve the col lect ion,  analys is  and use 
of  d isaggregated data by age,  sex,  gender,  regions and 
socioeconomic status,  among others.  The countr y  needs 
capacity  enhancement to  be able  to  produce credible 
disaggregated data as wel l  as  to  coordinate and monitor 
the ef fect iveness of  exist ing inter vent ions on chi ldren and 
social  protect ion.

The repor t  inc luded a commitment  to  annual  reviews of  the 
SDGs.  An extended meet ing by the Cabinet  Subcommittee 
on Sustainable Development occurred as par t  of  the VNR 
process.
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MAURITANIA  

In  2019,  Maur i tania submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
An inter -minister ial  committee chaired by the Pr ime Minister 
with the membership of  e ight  pr incipal  depar tments, 
the General  Secretar y  of  the Government,  Human Rights 
Commissioner  and “ Tdamoun” Agenc y was set  up.  The 
repor t  does not  refer  to  non-state actor  engagement in  the 
committee.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the countr y ’s  nat ional  strategy was 
developed through an open and inclusive process.  The 
strategy benef i ted from the input  of  a l l  to  ensure the three 
dimensions of  sustainable development were ref lected and 
ful l  integrat ion of  the leave no one behind (LNOB) pr inciple. 
Consultat ion meet ings and workshops were organized, 
par t icular ly  for  the development of  the repor t  i tse l f.  Focus 
groups have been establ ished as par t  of  consultat ions 
with non-state actors  inc luding nat ional  and local  e lected 
representat ives,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions,  the pr ivate 
sector,  academia and other  groups (women,  young people, 
etc . ) .

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  indicates that  an assessment  was carr ied out  for 
a l l  Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).  The 2016 Rapid 
Integrated Assessment  exerc ise ser ved as a pr ior i t izat ion 
and integrat ion exerc ise of  the SDGs in  nat ional  strategy.  I t 
a lso const i tutes  the assessment  of  the basel ine s i tuat ion of 
the SDGs in  Mauri tania.  Apar t  f rom gaps ident i f ied for  data 

avai labi l i ty,  the repor t  refers  to  gaps in  terms of  hunger, 
inequal i t ies  and par tnership which are not  fu l ly  integrated 
into the nat ional  strategy.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS 
The integrat ion of  the SDGs into nat ional  commitments  is 
ref lected in  the Strategy for  Accelerated Growth and Shared 
Prosper i ty  for  2016–2030.  The repor t  expl ic i t ly  refers  to 
human r ights-based act ion and LNOB.  There is  no direct 
ment ion of  universal i ty  but  recognit ion that  the 2030 
Agenda appl ies  to  al l  countr ies  and people.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
In  developing the nat ional  strategy and nat ional  pr ior i t ies , 
a  special  ef for t  was made to integrate the object ives  of  the 
2030 Agenda and those of  the Afr ican Union Agenda 2063.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews al l  17  SDGs but  more speci f ical ly,  i t 
looks at  progress in  achieving the SDG targets  adopted 
by Mauri tania in  the f i rst  act ion plan (2016–2020)  of  the 
Accelerated Growth and Shared Prosper i ty  Strategy. 
Par t icular  attent ion is  g iven to those SDGs corresponding to 
the general  theme of  the 2019 HLPF,  namely  SDG 4 on qual i ty 
educat ion,  SDG 8 on decent  employment,  SDG 10 on reduced 
inequal i t ies ,  SDG 13  on c l imate act ion SDG,  16  on peace, 
just ice  and strong inst i tut ions and SDG 17  on par tnership 
for  the goals .  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development 
is  ment ioned with reference to ensur ing coherence and 
al ignment of  sectoral  and regional  pol ic ies  with nat ional 
strategy pr ior i t ies .  The repor t  refers  to  internat ional 
f rameworks,  inc luding the United Nat ions Framework 
Convent ion on Cl imate Change as wel l  as  the Kyoto Protocol 
on Greenhouse Gases and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate 
Change.
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Mauritania requires  addit ional  data to LNOB and in  terms 
of  gender  disaggregated data.  I t  focuses on women,  people 
with disabi l i t ies ,  communit ies,  v ict ims of  the af termath of 
s laver y  and refugees.  The repor t  refers  to  var ious programs 
implemented to address the needs of  these group.  For 
instance,  the Nat ional  Social  Transfer  Program “ Tekavoul” 
(“ Tekavoul” is ”كافت“   an Arabic  word that  means jo int 
l iabi l i ty  or  sol idar i ty)  is  a  cash-transfer  program for  the 
benef i t  of  the poorest  people.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
Awareness-rais ing was done through discussions and 
debates,  consultat ions that  gathered diverse and var ied 
opinions f rom al l  stakeholders  inc luding benef ic iar ies, 
vulnerable  populat ions,  entrepreneurs,  women,  young 
people,  nat ional  and local  e lected representat ives,  local 
governments,  central  administrat ions of  sectoral  ministr ies , 
development par tners  and c iv i l  society.  The repor t  refers 
as  wel l  to  other  nat ional  communicat ion campaigns 
under taken including on c l imate change. 

In  terms of  local izat ion the repor t  notes the Regional 
Development Committee chaired by the Wal i  of  the region 
was set  for  steer ing,  monitor ing and evaluat ion of  the 
nat ional  strategy.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  does not  out l ine speci f ic  contr ibut ions f rom non-
state actors  to  real ize  the SDGs.  However,  i t  does refer  to 
the role  of  the pr ivate sector  in  f inancing implementat ion. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  provides cost ing est imates for  speci f ic  projects 
and act iv i t ies  needed to achieve speci f ic  SDGs.  The repor t 
ident i f ies  implementat ion capacity  needs such as designing, 
implementing and evaluat ing sustainable development 
pol ic ies,  improving the ef fect iveness of  government 
inst i tut ions and accelerat ing inst i tut ional  reform. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  notes the inadequac y of  suff ic ient ly 
disaggregated data as a major  constraint  and refers  to 
the strengthening of  the nat ional  stat ist ical  system as 
a necessi ty.  I t  acknowledges the gap in  knowledge as a 
chal lenge to develop programs and assess impacts.  Lessons 
learned from the VNR exper ience wi l l  be considered for  the 
measurement and repor t ing of  the second implementat ion 
repor t  for  the nat ional  strategy. 
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MAURITIUS   

In  2019,  Maur i t ius  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  has l inked the coordinat ion and integrat ion 
of  Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  into already 
exist ing government inst i tut ions.  The Ministr y  of  Foreign 
Affairs ,  Regional  Integrat ion and Internat ional  Trade leads 
the planning and implementat ion of  the SDGs.  The Ministr y 
also chairs  the SDG Steer ing Committee where the publ ic 
sector,  pr ivate stakeholders,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions and 
academia are represented through their  designated SDG 
focal  points .

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
The repor t  recognizes that  i t  is  essent ial  to  engage al l 
re levant  stakeholders  and par tners.  The countr y  engaged 
c i t izens in  several  aspects  of  the process of  integrat ing 
the SDGs into nat ional  pr ior i t ies ,  inc luding consultat ions 
on the post-2015 agenda and thereaf ter.  Engagement also 
occurred in  the preparat ion of  the repor t . 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  developed a comprehensive approach to 

stakeholder  engagement for  the VNR .  Stakeholders 

were involved dur ing the development and review of 

the repor t .  The VNR was seen as an oppor tunity  to 

create momentum for —and ownership of—the inclusive 

and transparent  implementat ion of  the SDGs.  As par t 

of  i ts  communicat ions strategy,  the countr y  launched a 

campaign v ia local  newspapers  and radio. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  does not  ment ion i f  the countr y  conducted a gap 
analys is  of  pol ic ies  or  data. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The countr y  has begun incorporat ing the SDGs into nat ional 
p lans and pol ic ies.  Four  working groups were establ ished 
to ident i fy  and bui ld  synergies  across sectors,  address 
bott lenecks,  sustain and accelerate progress,  develop 
comprehensive measurement mechanisms and help explore 
f inancing opt ions. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
Having par t ic ipated in  the post-2015 f i rst  round of 
consultat ions,  the repor t  noted a “seamless”  t ransit ion 
from the Mi l lennium Development Goals  to  the SDGs.  The 
repor t  inc ludes examples of  speci f ic  SDGs being integrated 
into nat ional  strategies  such as SDG 1  (no pover ty) ,  SDG 4 
(qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 13  (c l imate act ion)  and SDG 14 ( l i fe 
below water) .  These are also referred to as pr ior i ty  areas for 
the countr y. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs in  detai l .  I t  g ives equal 
attent ion to the economic,  social  and environmental 
d imensions of  sustainable development.  The repor t  does 
not  ment ion pol ic y  coherence though does refer  to  a 
l imited number of  internat ional  agreements  that  re late to 
sustainable development.  The countr y  stressed that  SDG 
implementat ion requires  a systemic approach given the 
inter l inked nature of  the goals  and l inkages with the Smal l 
Is lands Developing States Accelerated Modal i t ies  of  Act ion 
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Pathway and the Afr ican Union’s  Agenda 2063.  These are 
al igned with the countr y ’s  nat ional  development strategies 
and pol ic ies.  Much of  the legis lat ion,  a long with many of  the 
f rameworks,  pol ic ies,  schemes,  agreements,  commitments, 
targets  and indicators  out l ined in  the repor t  cut  across 
mult ip le  SDGs.  The repor t  ment ions l inkages to the Addis 
Ababa Act ion Agenda and the Par is  Agreement on c l imate 
change.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The countr y ’s  perspect ive on leaving no one behind is 
centred on i ts  extensive social  protect ion system and 
the Nat ional  Corporate Social  Responsibi l i ty  Framework, 
which was developed in  2016.  The countr y ’s  const i tut ion 
guarantees fundamental  r ights  to  the indiv idual  and 
provides al l  c i t izens with the oppor tunity  to  fu l f i l l  their 
potent ial  in  l i fe .  Thus,  the repor t  notes that  chi ldren,  youth, 
people with disabi l i t ies ,  people l iv ing with HIV/AIDS,  the 
e lder ly,  migrants,  foreign workers  and others  are provided 
with oppor tunit ies .  The repor t  l is ts  projects  and in i t iat ives 
to  improve the status of  vulnerable  groups. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
Awareness-rais ing campaigns about  the SDGs were 
conducted for  targeted groups such as in  schools ,  c iv i l 
society  organizat ions and the pr ivate sector.  A working 
session was used to raise awareness with members of 
par l iament,  inc luding ministers .  A publ icat ion ent i t led 
“Basic  Course on Sustainable Development”  was also 
launched,  among other  act iv i t ies . 
The VNR l ists  examples of  SDGs that  were local ized at  the 
subnat ional  level .  The repor t  stresses that  the countr y  wi l l 
take a whole-of-society  approach in  implementat ion at  local 
and nat ional  levels .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  refers  to  act iv i t ies  by and with par l iamentar ians, 
c iv i l  society,  academics,  the pr ivate sector,  youth and 
trade unions.  I t  points  to  events  held by c iv i l  society  actors 
and the al locat ion of  funds by the Nat ional  Corporate 
Social  Responsibi l i ty  Foundation for  programs by non-

governmental  organizat ions.  Higher  educat ion inst i tut ions 
are par t ic ipat ing in  ef for ts  to  internat ional ize  educat ion.  A 
Youth Conference on Sustainable Development was held in 
col laborat ion with the Mauri t ius  Commercial  Bank,  a  local 
pr ivate bank,  and the Raj iv  Gandhi  Sc ience Centre.  The 
repor t  a lso noted the launch of  the “ Young Mauri t ians P lan 
for  the P lanet”  booklet . 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  out l ines chal lenges and speci f ic  capacity 
development in i t iat ives  in  the context  of  speci f ic  SDGs. 
Government inst i tut ions have been instructed to incorporate 
re levant  SDG targets  to  monitor  progress as par t  of  the 
countr y ’s  2019/2020 budget  exerc ise.  The repor t  a lso 
highl ighted the chal lenges Mauri t ius  faces as an upper -
middle- income countr y  in  terms of  accessing concessional 
loans and grants  to  suppor t  2030 Agenda implementat ion. 
Tax,  of f ic ia l  development assistance,  remittances,  corporate 
social  responsibi l i ty,  foreign direct  investment  and 
alternat ive modes of  f inancing are noted to implement  the 
SDGs. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The repor t  emphasizes  that  the countr y  lacks capacit ies 
in  terms of  the l imited avai labi l i ty  of  h istor ical  and 
disaggregated data.  More research,  methodologies, 
technical  suppor t  and pol ic y  formulat ion are needed to 
assist  with re levant  data col lect ion effor ts . 
The Ministr y  of  Foreign Affairs ,  Regional  Integrat ion 
and Internat ional  Trade has the lead responsibi l i ty  for 
monitor ing and repor t ing.  The repor t  noted the need for  the 
internat ional  community  to  design a common monitor ing 
and repor t ing mechanism,  v ia  a common plat form,  to 
reduce the burden and dupl icat ion of  ef for t  by smal ler 
countr ies  such as Mauri t ius.
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RWANDA    

In  2019,  Rwanda submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Major  ef for ts  at  the nat ional  level  to  advance the 
Sustainable Development Goal  (SDG) implementat ion 
process began in  2018.  The countr y ’s  inst i tut ional 
f ramework created a process to  streamline SDG adoption, 
star t ing nat ional ly  and cont inuing to the local  level  with 
the involvement of  a  range of  stakeholders.  This  led to a 
c lear  and wel l -designed process to  translate the SDGs into 
nat ional  f rameworks and proceed with implementat ion. 
The Cabinet  is  responsible  for  strategic  or ientat ions and 
approves implementat ion plans.  A mult i -stakeholder 
steer ing committee also exists  as  wel l  as  technical  working 
groups.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Stakeholder  engagement has been a key par t  of  SDG 
implementat ion in  the countr y  according to the repor t 
inc luding c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate sector  and development 
par tners.  The countr y  aims to improve coordinat ion and 
engagement to  enhance information shar ing,  t imely 
response and jo int  del iver y  in  implementat ion.  The 
stakeholder  groups are connected to the inst i tut ional 
f ramework for  the SDG implementat ion through the Rwanda 
Civ i l  Society  P lat form and Pr ivate Sector  Federat ion.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  a gap analys is  was conducted 
to detai l  potent ial  gaps and needs in  advancing 
implementat ion in  the countr y.  The major  gaps ident i f ied 

re lated to f inancing and human capacity  as  wel l  as  data 
and monitor ing.  The implementat ion strategy was adapted 
to f i l l  the ident i f ied gaps. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The integrat ion of  the SDGs into the nat ional  development 
f ramework is  guided by government’s  domest icat ion 
roadmap for  the 2030 Agenda.  The roadmap is  informed by 
lessons learned from the Mi l lennium Development Goals ,  an 
in i t ia l  SDG gap and data readiness analys is  and 14 sector 
strategic  plans. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has selected nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs. 
The SDGs have been comprehensively  integrated into the 
nat ional  development f ramework through pi l lars  re lated to 
transformations in  the economy,  society  and governance. 
Nat ional  targets  have been ident i f ied. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  provides an in-depth assessment  of  a  l imited 
set  of  SDGs.  I t  rev iews pol ic y  pr ior i t ies  for  the countr y  for 
each SDG examined but  has a l imited focus on the l inkages 
between the SDGs.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable 
development is  not  ment ioned.  The repor t  is  a lso l imited 
in  terms of  l ink ing the SDGs to other  re levant  internat ional 
f rameworks and agreements  outs ide of  referr ing to the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change and the Sendai  Framework 
for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  emphasizes  the impor tance of  addressing the 
leave no one behind pr inciple  of  the SDGs.  I t  provides an 
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over view of  exist ing special ized programs and chal lenges 
that  vulnerable  populat ions face.  The repor t  points  to 
chi ldren,  youth,  people l iv ing with a disabi l i ty,  women and 
histor ical ly  marginal ized populat ions.  The government’s 
commitment  to  promoting equal i ty  and equity  among al l 
Rwandans is  h ighl ighted alongside pro-poor  programs and 
legal  f rameworks that  guarantee equal  r ights  and freedoms. 
Special  categor ies  of  Rwandans including youth,  women, 
people with disabi l i t ies  and histor ical ly  marginal ized 
people,  have guaranteed representat ion in  par l iament 
under  the const i tut ion.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
According to the repor t ,  consultat ions to inform the 
countr y ’s  nat ional  strategy for  2017–2024 helped to raise 
awareness and create ownership over  the 2030 Agenda 
from central  to  local  levels .  The SDGs have been translated 
into the local  language (Kinyar wanda) and made avai lable 
onl ine and in  hard copy formats.  
Distr ict  Counci ls  and Distr ict  Jo int  Act ion Development 
Forums are used to provide a forum for  engaging al l 
stakeholders  at  sub-nat ional  levels .  Monitor ing SDG 
implementat ion at  the distr ict  level  is  considered impor tant 
and is  done v ia community  outreach through the distr ict ’s 
administrat ion.  There are also addit ional  subnat ional 
ef for ts  to  engage c i t izens in  the SDG process. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  emphasized par t ic ipat ion in  inst i tut ional 
arrangements  for  2030 Agenda implementat ion.  Beyond 
this ,  i t  notes the role  of  businesses in  incorporat ing 
sustainabi l i ty  into corporate social  responsibi l i ty  and 
phi lanthropy though more effect ive coordinat ion is  needed. 
The government col laborated with the Pr ivate Enterpr ise 
Federat ion to examine how the pr ivate sector  can be 
effect ively  engaged in  2030 Agenda implementat ion. 
The creat ion of  the Nat ional  Women’s  Counci l  with nat ional 
and local  structures was also highl ighted in  the repor t .  The 
counci l  a ims to mobi l ize  women to par t ic ipate in  nat ional 
development programs. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
Gaps exist  in  human capital  and f inancial  resources needed 
for  the SDG implementat ion.  Speci f ic  ef for ts  are needed to 
increase resource mobi l izat ion and capacity  development. 
The countr y  aims to f inance the larger  share of  the SDG 
implementat ion from domest ic  resources.  Rwanda has 
cont inued to implement  i ts  pol ic y  of  se l f - re l iance with 84% 
of  the government’s  budget  funded by domest ic  taxes and 
loans in  2018/19.  Never theless,  the repor t  does note the role 
of  of f ic ia l  development assistance and effor ts  to  attract 
foreign direct  investment.  The use of  innovat ive f inancing 
opt ions,  such as blended f inance is  a lso noted as requir ing 
fur ther  par tnerships.  

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The Nat ional  Inst i tute  of  Stat ist ics  of  Rwanda has 

launched an onl ine SDG por tal  containing the latest 

avai lable  data on Rwanda’s  SDG indicators.  The 

countr y  developed an SDG metadata handbook 

to summarize al l  the indicator  def in i t ions and 

methodologies  to  ensure a standardized approach to 

data col lect ion.  This  handbook also covers  data gaps 

and effor ts  to  improve data avai labi l i ty,  a long with 

guidance for  data col lect ion and shar ing at  the 

sub-nat ional  level . 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
Rwanda repor ted having the major i ty  of  data needed to 
monitor  progress on the 2030 Agenda.  The repor t  most ly 
focused on gender -re lated data and the aim to accelerate 
progress in  the capacit ies  to  col lect  sex-disaggregated 
data and conduct  gender  analys is .  This  inc ludes analyses 
at  both the nat ional  and sub-nat ional  levels  (as  wel l  as 
across sectors)  to  inform pol ic y  and program design and 
implementat ion which also need to be strengthened.  In 
terms of  repor t ing at  the nat ional  level ,  an onl ine SDG 
por tal  was recent ly  launched that  aims to make data more 
accessible  to  decis ion makers  and the publ ic .

a50



ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3ANNEX 3

SIERRA LEONE     

In  2019,  S ierra Leone submitted i ts  second Voluntar y  Nat ional  Review (VNR)  repor t  to  the United 
Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .  I ts  f i rs t  repor t  was presented in  2016.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
A committee under  the Ministr y  of  P lanning and Economic 
Development was re-establ ished in  2018.  The committee 
leads the process of  integrat ing and implementing the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).  Non-state actors 
are not  formal ly  a  par t  of  the committee.  However  a c iv i l 
society  integrated plat form on the SDGs was establ ished to 
provide oppor tunit ies  for  engagement by c iv i l  society.

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
The countr y ’s  prof i le  on the SDGs ref lects  work 

done dur ing the development of  the VNR repor t . 

In  par tnership with the Civ i l  Society  Integrated 

Plat form on the SDGs and suppor t  f rom the United 

Nat ions Development Programme countr y  off ice, 

the government ensured al l  groups (women,  youth, 

students,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  farmers,  judges, 

magistrates,  local  author i t ies ,  local  counci ls ,  local 

cour t  chairmen,  teachers,  publ ic  and pr ivate sector 

workers,  motorbike r iders,  journal ists ,  c iv i l  society 

organizat ions,  re l ig ious leaders,  t raders,  dr iver 

unions,  counci l lors ,  par l iamentar ians,  lecturers  and 

others)  were represented and par t ic ipated both in 

the consultat ive and val idat ion meet ings for  the 

development of  the 2019 VNR repor t .

several  internat ional  agencies  that  provided both technical 
input  and f inancial  resources.  Al l  stakeholder  groups 
provided wri t ten inputs  into the VNR and c iv i l  society, 
the government and the United Nat ions countr y  team 
consol idated the information into the f inal  repor t .  With 
respect  to  nat ional iz ing the 2030 Agenda,  the repor t  notes 
that  consultat ions were held to formulate the countr y ’s 
medium-term plan.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  referred to an assessment  of  a l l  SDGs in  terms 
of  ensur ing that  al l  nat ional  and sectoral  programs 
and f inance are direct ly  or  indirect ly  l inked to the SDGs. 
The repor t  noted gaps in  terms of  t racking progress on 
implementat ion. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
Sierra Leone has focused on integrat ing SDGs into nat ional 
strategies  and plans.  The countr y  recent ly  launched a 
new Medium-Term Nat ional  Development P lan (2019–2023) 
t i t led “Educat ion for  Development”  that  incorporates the 
SDGs.  S ierra Leone has accelerated the implementat ion 
of  the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs through the plan.  The 
repor t  a lso noted that  al l  three dimensions of  sustainable 
development (economic,  social ,  and environmental)  are 
integrated at  al l  levels  of  nat ional ,  sectoral  and sub-
nat ional  pol ic y. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has star ted the process of  se lect ing nat ional 
pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs.  The SDGs are grouped into seven 
categories  with pr ior i t ies  presented to adjust  the focus 
of  the SDGs to nat ional  c i rcumstances.  The s ix  categor ies 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes that  stakeholders  were engaged in  the 
development of  the repor t ,  which was also suppor ted by 
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inc lude:  1 )  human capital  development;  2)  economic 
divers i f icat ion and the promotion of  economic growth; 
3)  infrastructure and economic competi t iveness;  4) 
governance and accountabi l i ty  for  results ;  5)  youth,  spor ts 
and migrat ion;  and 6)  addressing vulnerabi l i ty  and bui ld ing 
res i l ience. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews pol ic y  pr ior i ty  areas for  the countr y 
and referred to re levant  SDGs in  that  context .  I t  provides 
a detai led goal-by-goal  analys is  of  a l l  the SDGs though 
with l imited focus on the l inkages between the SDGs.  Pol ic y 
coherence for  sustainable development is  not  ment ioned. 
The repor t  is  a lso l imited in  terms of  l ink ing the SDGs to 
other  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks and agreements.  I t 
refers  only  to  the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda.  

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on leaving no one 
behind and provides a detai led over view of  the chal lenges 
vulnerable  groups face.  These groups include people 
affected by extreme pover ty,  chi ldren,  the e lder ly  and 
women affected by v io lence.  Data is  presented throughout 
with an assessment  of  current  legis lat ion,  pol ic ies  and 
programs.  In  some cases,  the repor t  descr ibes ef for ts 
needed moving for ward.  The repor t  notes that  the countr y 
set  up special ized government commissions to coordinate 
issues of  human r ights  and inclusion.  These commissions, 
a l l  of  which have been recent ly  rat ional ized to ensure 
ef fect ive ser v ice del iver y,  inc lude the S ierra Leone Human 
Rights  Commission,  the Commission on Persons with 
Disabi l i ty,  the Nat ional  Commission on Chi ldren and the 
Nat ional  Youth Commissions. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  awareness-rais ing on the SDGs has 
occurred,  inc luding through the VNR .  I t  states  that  local 
communit ies  are extremely  interested in  engaging with 
the nat ional  government and people in  communit ies  on 
SDG implementat ion.  This  inc ludes radio engagement 
under taken with the people in  each distr ict ,  complementing 

face-to-face consultat ions on the SDGs and town and 
community  hal l  meet ings.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  inc ludes an annex that  ser ves as a posit ion 
paper  by c iv i l  society  organizat ions.  I t  a lso points 
to  projects  and programs carr ied out  by c iv i l  society 
organizat ions and their  ro le  in  solv ing pr ior i ty  social  issues, 
community  mobi l izat ion and fol low-up and repor t ing. 
Civ i l  society  organizat ions in  S ierra Leone lack f inancial 
resources to  increase their  work.  The government is 
a lso working with univers i t ies  to  establ ish a par tnership 
f ramework on the SDGs. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
SThe repor t  stresses data and data disaggregat ion 

to leave no one behind.  Good qual i ty  data is  key 

to ident i fy ing populat ion segments  at  h ighest  r isk 

and ensur ing that  programs and suppor t  systems 

are wel l  targeted.  Major  stat ist ical  sur veys for 

measur ing progress and informing pol ic ies  are 

being updated to be conducted regular ly,  inc luding 

the implementat ion of  the S ierra Leone Integrated 

Household Sur vey,  Demographic  and Health Sur veys 

and the Mult ip le  Cluster  Indicator  Sur veys.  To ensure 

data disaggregat ion and an in-depth understanding 

of  ser v ice del iver y  chal lenges and effect iveness,  S ierra 

Leone has jo ined other  countr ies  in  the product ion of 

Mult id imensional  Pover ty  Index Repor ts  the f i rst  of 

which launched in  May 2019. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  states  that  a ser ious constraint  for 
implementat ion in  the countr y  is  the l imited f iscal  space, 
with domest ic  revenue-to-GDP rat io  st i l l  s tanding at  less 
than 15%.  Innovat ive f inancing,  addressing i l l ic i t  f inancial 
f lows and strengthening publ ic  f inancial  management have 
been pr ior i t ized to advance 2030 Agenda implementat ion. 
Transforming the informal  sector,  which accounts  for 
about  70% of  economic act iv i ty,  is  extremely  cr i t ical .  The 
repor t  a lso stresses the role  of  technology in  advancing 
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implementat ion through the dr ive towards “e-Governance” 
in  S ierra Leone as par t  of  the Government’s  Digi t izat ion 
In i t iat ive.  

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data.  I t  has a commitment  to  strengthen 
stat ist ical  capacit ies ,  inc luding strengthening data 
col lect ion and technical  and administrat ive capacit ies . 
With respect  to  S ierra Leone’s  f i rst  VNR repor t  presented 
in  2016,  the 2019 repor t  h ighl ighted progress on leaving no 
one behind.  The concept  was def ined by stakeholders  under 
the 2016 VNR .  A set  of  broad leave no one behind indicators 
were agreed.  These have s ince ser ved as a basel ine for 
monitor ing progress.
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SOUTH AFRICA      

In  2019,  South Afr ica submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The government created new inst i tut ional  mechanisms for 
internal  coordinat ion to ensure that  al l  s takeholders  are 
involved in  monitor ing the achievement of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs)  inc luding an Inter -Minister ial 
Committee on Sustainable Development Agendas.  This 
coordinat ion mechanism also makes use of  exist ing 
inst i tut ional  arrangements.  I t  focuses on evaluat ing the 
countr y ’s  pol ic ies  and improving coherence between global , 
regional ,  nat ional  and subnat ional  p lans and pol ic ies. 
The Depar tment  of  P lanning,  Monitor ing and Evaluat ion is 
responsible  for  overs ight  of  the cr i t ical  steps in  planning 
for  SDG integrat ion and implementat ion.  The integrat ion 
process includes strategic  planning,  coordinat ion of  pol ic y 
design and implementat ion,  per formance monitor ing and 
accountabi l i ty.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Because the SDGs cal l  for  col lect ive ef for t ,  the government 
encouraged par t ic ipat ion by major  stakeholders. 
Inst i tut ional  arrangements  for  2030 Agenda implementat ion 
include a Nat ional  Development Stakeholders  Forum. The 
repor t  a lso noted consultat ions with c iv i l  society,  pr ivate 
and business sector  associat ions,  academia and inst i tut ions 
such as the South Afr ican Human Rights  Commission. 
According to the repor t ,  extensive consultat ions were 
carr ied out  within the government and with c iv i l  society  and 
the pr ivate sector  as  par t  of  the VNR . 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Reviews were conducted for  each goal  to  ident i fy  re levance 
for  nat ional  pr ior i t ies ,  adjust  the goals  and ident i fy  gaps. 
Two repor ts  were publ ished in  2017  and 2018 to l ist  the 
outcomes of  these assessments. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government repor ted on the extent  to  which the SDGs 
al ign with exist ing nat ional  development strategies  and 
plans.  I t  found a substant ial  convergence between South 
Afr ica’s  nat ional  development plan and the SDGs with over 
60% of  the SDG targets  re levant.  Out  of  the remaining SDG 
targets,  32  are addressed comprehensively  in  sectoral- level 
or  other  programs.  Thus,  only  12  of  the SDG targets  (7%) are 
not  addressed by major  government in i t iat ives.  The repor t 
d id not  indicate that  nat ional  pol ic ies  and frameworks had 
been adapted to ref lect  the 2030 Agenda but  rather  focused 
on overal l  a l ignment between exist ing pr ior i t ies  and the 
SDGs.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
As noted,  the countr y ’s  development plan has pr ior i t ies  that 
span the SDGs.  The repor t  provides a number of  speci f ic 
pr ior i t ies  such as increasing suppor t  for  local  food value 
chains (SDG 2 on zero hunger) ,  strengthening procurement 
and human resources management in  the health sector 
(SDG 3 on good health and wel l -being)  and increasing the 
use of  Afr ican languages in  lower  school  grades (SDG 4 on 
qual i ty  educat ion) .  Addit ional  examples included correct ing 
legal  provis ions that  fai l  to  provide adequate suppor t  for 
women (SDG 5 on gender  equal i ty) ,  reducing water  losses 
and strengthening demand management (SDG 6 on c lean 
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water  and sanitat ion)  and increasing access to  e lectr ic i ty, 
par t icular ly  in  informal  sett lements  (SDG 7 on affordable 
and c lean energy) . 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  contains a detai led examinat ion of  a l l  the 
goals ,  targets  and indicators.  I t  pays equal  attent ion to 
economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions,  but  there 
is  l imited reference to l inkages between economic,  social 
and environmental  d imensions in  analys is  of  the SDGs. 
Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is  ment ioned 
understood as coordinat ion in  the domest ic  context . 
The repor t  l inks  the SDGs to other  re levant  internat ional 
f rameworks and agreements,  referr ing to the Addis  Ababa 
Act ion Agenda and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  focuses on reducing vulnerabi l i ty  and has a 
strong emphasis  on leaving no one behind.  Vulnerable 
groups ident i f ied include chi ldren,  youth,  people l iv ing with 
disabi l i ty,  women and unemployed black Afr icans.  Current 
pol ic ies  are strongly  focused on pover ty  reduct ion,  nutr i t ion, 
income generat ion and inst i tut ional  suppor t . 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  awareness-rais ing on the SDGs 
has occurred,  inc luding through the VNR .  The repor t 
does not  provide information on the speci f ic  ro le  of  local 
governments  in  real iz ing the SDGs.  The repor t  h ighl ights 
that  local  governments  are involved through engagement in 
speci f ic  SDGs such as those re lated to infrastructure,  gender 
and educat ion.  There is  a  need for  more engagement of 
local  governments  in  2030 Agenda implementat ion.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  notes the contr ibut ion of  par l iament  in 
coordinat ing implementat ion,  par t icular ly  by ensur ing 
budgetar y al locat ions ref lect  nat ional  and SDG pr ior i t ies . 
The repor t  h ighl ights  speci f ic  examples of  contr ibut ions 
f rom civ i l  society  and the pr ivate sector. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
Chal lenges for  implementat ion include the fact  that  strong 
governance pract ices  are necessar y so that  decis ions are 
based on rules  and pol ic ies  and are fol lowed consistent ly 
across depar tments.  The repor t  a lso notes that  an adequate 
budget  for  implementat ion must  be provided.  I t  stresses the 
impor tance of  mobi l iz ing domest ic  resources ef fect ively  as 
an essent ial  component  for  obtaining the f inancing required 
to achieve the SDGs.  With respect  to  off ic ia l  development 
assistance,  the repor t  cal ls  on providers  to  meet  and 
surpass their  current  commitments.  Structural  inequal i ty  is 
an issue ident i f ied as an impor tant  systemic issue for  South 
Afr ica. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
Effor ts  to  col lect  d isaggregated data for  al l  re levant 
indicators  by sex and age are ongoing and should be 
strengthened.  The repor t  refers  to  an urgent  need to 
generate data across sectors  to  understand development 
chal lenges better  and improve monitor ing.  A lack of 
appropr iate and disaggregated data negat ively  impacts 
pol ic y  formulat ion and progress monitor ing in  many pol ic y 
areas.  Data gaps exist  in  the areas re lated to the incidence 
of  cr ime,  the sustainabi l i ty  of  marine resources,  waste 
disposal  and rec ycl ing,  the qual i ty  and coverage of  post-
secondar y educat ion and training and human traff ick ing 
among other  areas.
The repor t  does not  provide c lear  detai ls  on repor t ing in 
terms of  t imetables  and engagement by non-state actors.  I t 
notes that  the nat ional  coordinat ing mechanism wi l l  have 
responsibi l i ty  for  repor t ing on the 2030 Agenda. 
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TANZANIA       

In  2019,  Tanzania submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development  (HLPF) .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The pr ime minister ’s  of f ice  provides overs ight  for 
implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs).  The coordinat ion Steer ing 
Committee under  the Pr ime Minister ’s  Off ice  includes 
permanent  secretar ies  of  key ministr ies .  They are suppor ted 
by a Coordinat ion Secretar iat  that  inc ludes deputy 
permanent  secretar ies.  Day-to-day coordinat ion and 
monitor ing is  led by the Ministr y  of  F inance and Planning. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
According to the repor t ,  stakeholder  engagement has 
been a key par t  of  SDG implementat ion in  the countr y 
and included c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate sector  and others. 
The repor t  notes the need for  more coordinat ion and 
engagement with stakeholders  to  enhance information 
shar ing and col laborat ion.  Par t ic ipator y  budget ing is 
a lso highl ighted,  inc luding the role  of  c iv i l  society  in 
ident i fy ing l imitat ions in  budget  systems and providing 
recommendations for  improvements.  In  preparing the VNR , 
a  mult i -stakeholder  working group was establ ished and 
consultat ions were conducted across the countr y.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  refers  to  an assessment  of  data for  monitor ing 
the 2030 Agenda.  The data gap analys is  found data for 
67 indicators  in  the Mainland.  A Nat ional  Sustainable 
Development Data Roadmap was developed in  response 
to the data gap assessments.  A basel ine repor t  was also 
prepared in  2016 to benchmark progress on the SDGs.  

INCORPORATING THE SDGS 
Agenda 2030 was adopted when the countr y  was 
already implementing i ts  Development Vis ion,  Tanzania 
Development Vis ion 2025,  which aims to accelerate the 
transformation of  the countr y  into a semi- industr ia l ized 
middle- income nat ion by the year  2025.  In  addit ion, 
Zanzibar  was f inal iz ing i ts  Strategy for  Growth and 
Reduct ion of  Pover ty  I I I .  This  afforded the countr y  an 
excel lent  oppor tunity  to  incorporate the pr ior i t ies  of 
2030 Agenda into the medium-term plan and the pover ty 
reduct ion strategy.  Fur thermore,  the countr y  has developed 
a roadmap to guide the process of  stakeholder  engagement 
and awareness-rais ing.  This  roadmap also focuses on the 
resource mobi l izat ion and capacity  bui ld ing needed for 
implementat ion. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  have been selected for  Tanzania 
including in  the areas of  growth and industr ia l izat ion,  social 
ser v ices,  the creat ion of  a  business enabl ing environment 

and foster ing the implementat ion of  pr ior i t ies .  About  167 
SDG indicators  out  of  240 were mapped as e i ther  pr imar y 
or  secondar y indicators  for  Mainland Tanzania and 198 for 
Zanzibar  (al though only  49 indicators  had basel ine data) . 
The government wi l l  use the indicators  to  track and repor t 
on progress.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews the SDGs covered by the HLPF theme 
including SDG 4 on qual i ty  educat ion,  SDG 8 on decent 
work and economic growth,  SDG 9 on industr y,  innovat ion 
and infrastructure,  SDG 10 on reduced inequal i t ies ,  SDG 
13  on c l imate act ion,  SDG 16 on peace,  just ice  and strong 
inst i tut ions and SDG 17  on par tnerships for  the goals .  Al l 
d imensions of  sustainable development are addressed 
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in  the repor t  but  with a more l imited focus on the social 
e lements  of  the SDGs.  The repor t  refers  to  c l imate change 
impacts  and responses and makes expl ic i t  SDG l inkages 
with the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides an in-depth assessment  of  the s i tuat ion 
of  vulnerable  groups in  the countr y.  I t  presents  a detai led 
narrat ive on those lef t  behind and effor ts  to  improve 
social  inc lusion and reduce inequal i ty.  The vulnerable 
groups at  r isk  of  being lef t  behind include:  poor  people 
l iv ing in  rural  and urban areas,  farmers,  pastoral ists , 
petty  t raders,  chi ldren,  people l iv ing with HIV,  the e lder ly, 
youth and women.  Reducing in-countr y  inequal i t ies  is  a 
strong pr ior i ty  for  SDG implementat ion.  Redistr ibut ive 
pol ic ies  such as increased government expenditure on 
social  ser v ices provis ion to improve access and qual i ty  (as 
wel l  as  increasing social  protect ion coverage),  can make 
a s igni f icant  contr ibut ion to reducing inequal i t ies .  The 
government plans to implement  such in i t iat ives  now and in 
the future.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION  
Awareness-creat ion campaigns were pr ior i t ized,  and 
targeted effor ts  focused on several  vulnerable  groups.  The 
repor t  ment ions that  c iv i l  society  organizat ions have been 
suppor t ive of  ef for ts  towards achieving gender  equal i ty 
and empowering al l  women and gir ls .  Suppor t  has been 
encouraged by such act iv i t ies  as  awareness-rais ing,  data 
col lect ion,  col laborat ive inter vent ions with secur i ty  organs 
and legal  and pol ic y  advocac y. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Civi l  society  has formed a “ Tanzania Sustainable 
Development P lat form” to assist  with tracking progress in 
SDG implementat ion.  The plat form faci l i tates  engagement 
with the government,  development par tners  and other 
stakeholders.  The repor t  h ighl ights  the role  of  the pr ivate 
sector  in  f i l l ing f inancing gaps and the need to create 
an enabl ing environment to  promote investments.  Youth 
in i t iat ives  area also highl ighted,  as  wel l  as  the role 

of  development par tners  in  suppor t ing technological 
capabi l i t ies . 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
According to the repor t ,  the government has under taken 
measures to  increase revenue mobi l izat ion and explore 
innovat ive f inancing.  In  addit ion to pr ivate f inance,  the 
repor t  points  to  ef for ts  to  increase tax and non-tax revenue, 
inc luding through capacity  development raining on 
munic ipal  investment  f inance.  Chal lenges to implementat ion 
include c l imate change,  inadequate progress in  areas such 
as health and educat ion and l imited basel ine data for  some 
indicators.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
Access to  re l iable  and t imely  data at  appropr iate levels 
of  d isaggregat ion is  l is ted as a chal lenge for  the countr y. 
The countr y  sees the avai labi l i ty  of  d isaggregated data 
as crucial  to  informing pol ic y  development,  p lanning and 
tracking progress.  This  is  crucial  to  ensure that  the most 
marginal ized and vulnerable  populat ions are reached.  The 
repor t  stresses that  monitor ing the SDGs cal ls  for  improved 
capacity  in  meet ing data requirements.  I t  a lso underscores 
that  al l  s takeholders  can be included in  al l  issues re lated to 
data product ion and data management.

With respect  to  repor t ing at  the nat ional  level ,  the repor t 
notes that  once inst i tut ional  arrangements  are f inal ized, 
they wi l l  be responsible  for  monitor ing and repor t ing on 
nat ional  development plans as wel l  as  the 2030 Agenda.
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TUNISIA       

In  2019,  Tunis ia  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development  (HLPF) .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The management of  2030 Agenda implementat ion is  shared 
between the Ministr y  of  Foreign Affairs ,  responsible  for 
d iplomatic  leadership,  and the Ministr y  of  Development, 
Investment  and Internat ional  Cooperat ion,  responsible, 
among other  th ings,  for  nat ional  p lanning and providing 
technical  steer ing and interdepar tmental  coordinat ion. 
Whi le  working groups that  inc lude non-state actors  exist  in 
some government inst i tut ions,  overal l  the repor t  recognizes 
that  engagement with non-state actors  in  inst i tut ional 
arrangements  for  2030 Agenda implementat ion has been 
insuff ic ient . 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Through i ts  nat ional  consultat ion with al l  par t ies  and al l 
components  of  c iv i l  society  on “ Tunis ia we want”  for  the 
post-2015 per iod,  Tunis ia contr ibuted to the def in i t ion of  the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).  S ince 2016 and with 
the suppor t  of  the United Nat ions System, outreach and 
disseminat ion of  the SDGs has been carr ied out  among non-
state stakeholders  inc luding c iv i l  society,  youth,  students 
and people in  di f ferent  regions.  Par l iamentar y ownership 
of  the SDGs needs to be fur ther  consol idated in  the coming 
years.
 
The repor t  was wri t ten using a par t ic ipator y  approach 
involv ing stakeholders  with the suppor t  of  the United 
Nat ions and exper ts .

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  an assessment  was carr ied out  for  a l l 
SDGs through an Integrated Rapid Assessment.  The analys is 
according to pi l lars  of  the 2030 Agenda shows that  the 
targets  not  covered mainly  concern the planet  (33%) and 
peace (20%).  With respect  to  data,  137  indicators  cannot  be 
col lected (a gap of  56%).

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
Tunis ia integrated the SDGs into i ts  f ive-year  plan for 
2016–2020.  The plan focuses on 1 )  reforms and governance, 
2)  the economy,  3)  human development,  4)  the ful f i l lment  of 
regional  ambit ions and 5)  the green economy.
The repor t  h ighl ights  the integrat ion of  the SDGs into the 
2014 Const i tut ion and in  the convent ions rat i f ied by Tunis ia 
( including those re lated to human r ights) .  The Const i tut ion 
re i terates concern for  the preser vat ion of  the environment 
and respect  for  the r ights  of  future generat ions and 
sustainable development in  several  of  i ts  ar t ic les. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
Tunis ia’s  pr ior i t ies  under l ined in  the repor t  are:  the 
economic and social  recover y,  the improvement of  the 
business c l imate and the attract iveness of  the countr y,  the 
f ight  against  the informal  economy and corrupt ion and the 
pursuit  of  the decentral izat ion reform.  The Rapid Integrated 
Assessment  assisted in  the ident i f icat ion of  nat ional  targets 
and indicators.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  most  SDGs with a focus on those 
selected as par t  of  the HLPF theme for  2019.  I t  presents  a 
detai led examinat ion with equal  attent ion to the economic 
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and social  d imensions addressed but  a l imited focus on 
environmental .  The repor t  noted Tunis ia’s  suppor t  for  the 
operat ional izat ion of  the SDGs and takes into considerat ion 
the interdependencies  between the goals . 
Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is  d iscussed 
and references are made to re levant  internat ional 
f rameworks including the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda, 
the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  the 
Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty  and the Par is  Agreement 
on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Though effor ts  to  leave no one behind appear to  be 
informed by exist ing avai lable  data,  the product ion of 
gender  disaggregated data is  a  chal lenge for  Tunis ia. 
The repor t  presents  a detai led narrat ive on those lef t 
behind and effor ts  to  improve social  inc lusion and reduce 
inequal i ty.  Ident i f ied groups benef i t  f rom the Nat ional 
Assistance Program for  Needy Famil ies  and the Tunis ian 
social  protect ion system. The system is  based on a set  of 
social  ass istance programs and social  secur i ty  schemes.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The repor t  notes that  the VNR process helped to raise 
awareness of  the SDGs.  Civ i l  society  par t ic ipated in 
workshops and awareness-rais ing campaigns at  nat ional 
and regional  levels .  Pr imar y and middle  school  students 
were included in  speci f ic  awareness and par t ic ipator y 
act iv i t ies .
  
As  a step to local ize  the 2030 Agenda,  Tunis ia organized 
three regional  workshops br inging together  the countr y ’s  24 
governorates.  In  addit ion,  the Medenine region (southeast) 
engaged in  a pi lot  project  on local  government ownership of 
the SDGs by l ink ing the f ive-year  regional  program with the 
SDGs.  The project  led to the ident i f icat ion of  14  pr ior i ty  SDGs 
for  the region re lated to most  SDGs.  This  f i rst  in i t iat ive in 
Tunis ia to  local ize  the SDGs has resulted in  the ident i f icat ion 
of  speci f ic ,  re levant  and real ist ic  targets  and indicators  for 
monitor ing the SDGs,  whi le  preser ving the l ink  with nat ional 
pr ior i t ies .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  provides l imited examples of  contr ibut ions f rom 
non-state actors.  I t  notes work with c iv i l  society  on c l imate 
change as wel l  as  youth engagement on the 2030 Agenda 
through SDG Camps. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The main chal lenges for  2030 Agenda implementat ion 
include the current  economic s i tuat ion in  the countr y,  the 
di f f icul t  post-revolut ionar y nat ional  s i tuat ion character ized 
by terror ist  attacks,  t rade union and social  demands, 
an unstable  internat ional  s i tuat ion and environmental 
pressures on natural  resources. 

The means of  implementat ion are discussed across 
the repor t  rather  than in  a speci f ic  chapter.  The repor t 
refers  to  technology and capacity  development as wel l 
as  off ic ia l  development assistance.  Tunis ia repor ted the 
Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda has the potent ial  to  improve 
the macroeconomic s i tuat ion of  the countr y,  inc luding by 
target ing i l l ic i t  f inancial  f lows to ensure sustainable growth 
and leading to the creat ion of  innovat ive par tnerships and 
condit ions conducive to pr ivate sector  investments.  

The repor t  inc luded a range of  good pract ice point ing to 
mult i -stakeholder  technical  working groups and progress in 
the water  sector  and on sexual  and reproduct ive health.  

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The level  of  avai lable  data to cover  SDG targets  and 
indictors  in  Tunis ia is  around 41  to  50%. 
Tunis ia is  establ ishing a system for  monitor ing the SDGs 
by sett ing up a plat form to opt imize the avai labi l i ty  of  SDG 
indicators  and reforming the nat ional  stat ist ical  system. 
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CHILE       

In  2019,  Chi le  submitted i ts  second voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .  I ts  prev ious presentat ion took place in  2017.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Chi le  establ ished a Nat ional  Counci l  for  the 2030 Agenda 
Implementat ion in  2016.  In  2018 i t  was extended by the 
incorporat ion of  the Ministr y  General  Secretar iat  of  the 
Presidenc y to the Nat ional  Counci l  to  suppor t  i ts  inter -
minister ial  coordinat ion funct ions.  An Intersectoral  Group 
was also establ ished,  composed of  the sub-secretar ies 
f rom each of  the Secretar ies  of  State that  are members of 
the counci l .  The counci l  was also mandated to propose a 
nat ional  strategy for  2030 Agenda implementat ion.  F inal ly, 
a  2030 Agenda Nat ional  Network was establ ished as a 
mult i -stakeholder  body coordinated by the Secretar iat  of 
the Presidenc y.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The main tool  to  promote c iv i l  society  engagement is  the 
Nat ional  Consensus Agreements  bui ld ing process.  The 
Nat ional  Consensus br ings together  the publ ic  and pr ivate 
sectors  to  create,  f inance and col laborat ively  implement 
comprehensive solut ions.  The repor t  a lso ment ions 
contr ibut ions to the Chi lean VNR coming from the pr ivate 
sector,  academia,  local  governments  and the United 
Nat ions Nat ional  Coordinator  off ice  through wri t ten inputs, 
consultat ions,  responding to requests  for  information made 
by di f ferent  ministr ies  and par t ic ipat ing in  workshops.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
There are no references to basel ines or  gap analys is  in  the 
2019 repor t ,  but  in  i ts  previous presentat ion in  2017  the 

countr y  repor ted on the results  of  an assessment  carr ied 
out  for  some Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).  At 
the t ime,  the repor t  a lso noted that  information-gather ing 
act iv i t ies  were under way to establ ish nat ional  basel ines 
for  fo l low-up.  This  process was not  referred to in  the 
2019 repor t .  L ikewise,  the 2017  repor t  had highl ighted the 
existence of  gender  and terr i tor ial  gaps across the countr y, 
an issue not  presented in  2019.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government has incorporated the SDGs into nat ional 
development plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks. 
Chi le’s  commitment  to  the leave no one behind pr inciple 
is  referred to as a basis  for  the design of  nat ional  social 
pol ic ies.  The current  administrat ion of  Chi le  has establ ished 
three pi l lars  for  i ts  nat ional  development process as 
integral ,  sustainable and inclusive.  The latter  is  presented 
as a development that  leaves no one behind.  In  th is  way, 
s ince the beginning of  2019 a nat ional  d ialogue process 
to  bui ld  a Nat ional  Consensus for  Integral  Development 
is  undergoing and a process of  draf t ing an SDGs 
Implementat ion Nat ional  Strategy is  a lso under way.

The repor t  does not  make expl ic i t  reference to other 
pr inciples  such as universal i ty,  nor  the human r ights-based 
approach,  both analyzed in  Chi le’s  2017  repor t .  There are 
indirect  references to intergenerat ional  responsibi l i ty  across 
the text ,  but  they are not  integrated in  the analys is  of  Chi le’s 
nat ional  s i tuat ion regarding SDG implementat ion.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
Chi le’s  2017  repor t  d id not  ident i fy  nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  The 
2019 repor t  introduces thematic  pr ior i t ies  f rom the current 
president ’s  e lectoral  program. Based on this ,  Nat ional 
Consensus Agreements  on integral  development,  chi ldren, 
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the Aracuanía ( the most  impover ished region),  health and 
publ ic  safety  were establ ished.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  provides a detai led examinat ion of  a  l imited 
set  of  countr y  selected SDGs,  namely  SDGs 4 on qual i ty 
educat ion,  8  on decent  work and economic growth,  10 
on reduced inequal i t ies ,  13  on c l imate act ion;  and 16,  on 
peace,  just ice  and strong inst i tut ions.  Though the three 
dimensions of  sustainable development are addressed,  the 
l inks  between them are rarely  referenced and a bias towards 
the economic dimension is  c lear.  The repor t  refers  only  to 
the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change and the Sendai 
Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  states  that  Chi le’s  Countr y  Commitment  is 
designed to leave no one behind (LNOB).  The repor t  has a 
chapter  on LNOB and ident i f ies  16  vulnerable  groups.
Old and new programs are presented to LNOB including 
those for  the whole populat ion and special ized groups. 
Chi le  bui l t  of  a  Vulnerabi l i ty  Map to ensure the inclusion of 
the most  vulnerable  groups in  development planning.  The 
VNR does not  ar t iculate the results  of  ef for ts  to  LNOB.  Whi le 
gender  disaggregated data is  avai lable  most  of  the t ime, 
addit ional  data disaggregat ion is  required to LNOB.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Some awareness-rais ing act iv i t ies  carr ied out  by Chi le’s 
government include a TV show that  has disseminated 
innovat ive pract ices  and solut ions contr ibut ing to the 
achievement of  the SDGs.
Complementing these effor ts  towards ownership,  the 
Chi lean Associat ion of  Munic ipal i t ies  sought  to  strengthen 
the capacit ies  of  i ts  members.  The associat ion included the 
SDGs and their  local  impl icat ion as an axis  of  Munic ipal 
Training Schools  in  2019.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Local  non-state actors,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions,  the 
pr ivate sector,  academia,  par l iament  and volunteers’ 
act iv i t ies  are ref lected in  the repor t .  However,  pr ior i ty 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The current  government of  Chi le  decided to create a 

Vulnerabi l i ty  Map based on a mult id imensional  v is ion 

of  pover ty.  I ts  design included consultat ion with more 

than a thousand representat ives of  d i f ferent  sectors 

of  society,  opinion leaders,  academics,  regional  and 

par l iamentar y author i t ies .  As a result ,  16  vulnerable 

groups were ident i f ied,  each of  which was then 

indiv idual ly  analyzed to have a f i rst  quant i f icat ion and 

dist inguish main features.

S ixteen mult i -stakeholder  work tables  were created, 

one for  each group,  with the mandate of  generat ing 

analyses of  the affected groups,  apply ing a 

standard methodology.  Four  common stages of 

work were establ ished:  d iagnosis ,  solut ion design, 

implementat ion and evaluat ion.  This  work is  then 

reviewed by the government teams that  formulate 

social  programs.

areas for  development par tner  suppor t  are not  ident i f ied. 
There is  ment ion of  c iv i l  society  in i t iat ives  contr ibut ing 
to implementat ion at  the nat ional  level ,  such as “Asocia 
2030,”  an al l iance of  the three most  prominent  plat forms of 
Chi lean social  organizat ions.  Civ i l  society  is  contr ibut ing to 
sustainable development in  the countr y  by strengthening 
c iv i l  society  capacit ies  to  bui ld  an autonomous v iew on 
sustainable development with the coal i t ion suppor t ing 
capacity  development.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The second Chi lean repor t  pays less  attent ion to the 2030 
Agenda means of  implementat ion than the f i rst .  In  2019 
only  South-South cooperat ion is  expl ic i t ly  ment ioned in  this 
f ie ld.  Lessons learned and chal lenges are included whi le 
analyz ing each speci f ic  SDG in  the repor t .

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
As par t  of  the VNR bui ld ing process,  a  Technical  Group 
on Indicators  involv ing more than 25 publ ic  ser v ices 
updated the 2030 Agenda indicators  information.  As a 
result  of  th is  process,  as  of  May 2019,  information was 
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avai lable  for  a  total  of  134 indicators.  The repor t  notes 
65 of  those indicators  were updated from 2017  onwards 
and 91  indicators  have been repor ted through the use of 
methodology according to internat ional  standards.  The 
remaining 43 indicators  repor ted ar ise  f rom nat ional ly 
val idated measures.  Chi le  has achieved a high level  of 
repor t ing in  SDGs 1,  3 ,  8  and 13  (repor ts  70% of  indicators  or 
more)  whi le  lagging behind on SDGs 10 and 15  (73% and 86% 
of  indicators  pending measurement,  respect ively) .
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GUYANA        

In  2019,  Guyana submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Guyana’s  v is ion for  sustainable development is  e laborated 
through the e ight  integrated and interconnected 
development object ives  of  the Green State Development 
Strategy—Vis ion 2040. 
The process for  integrat ing the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  into nat ional  systems and implementat ion has 
pr imari ly  been through harmonizat ion with Vis ion 2040.  The 
ar t iculat ion of  Vis ion 2040 has entai led a ver y  robust  and 
consultat ive process.  The Mult i -Stakeholder  Exper t  Groups 
managed this  process.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The engagement process was managed by the Mult i -
Stakeholder  Exper t  Groups,  which consist  of  representat ives 
f rom the publ ic  ser v ice,  academia,  c iv i l  society,  youth, 
pr ivate sector,  non-governmental  organizat ions and 
development par tners,  among other  groups.  Stakeholder 
engagement included providing input  on the re levance 
of  the goals  for  the countr y  and gap analys is  of  the 
goals .  Addit ional ly,  Vis ion 2040 benef i ted from publ ic 
consultat ions in  al l  administrat ive regions of  the countr y, 
result ing in  an inclusive strategy.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The countr y  completed a gap analys is  to  assess the 
al ignment of  the goals  with nat ional  pr ior i t ies  and 
ident i fy  any gaps.  The assessment  reviewed 33 documents 
and concluded that ,  out  of  the re levant  1 12  targets,  89 

(79%) were al igned with exist ing pol ic ies.  This  process 
helped integrate the SDGs into nat ional  systems and 
implementat ion,  as  wel l  as  informed harmonizat ion with 
Vis ion 2040.  The Mult i -Stakeholder  Exper t  Groups managed 
the process and ensured stakeholder  involvement. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government’s  pol ic ies  have a re lat ively  h igh al ignment 
with the SDGs.  The VNR repor t  refers  to  the pr inciples 
of  human r ights  and leaving no one behind,  whi le  also 
including a focus on human r ights  in  the context  of  the 
r ights  of  chi ldren.  The countr y  is  taking del iberate steps and 
act ions to ensure that  al l  segments  of  i ts  populat ion count 
and that  those who current ly  have the fewest  oppor tunit ies 
are considered f i rst  and pr ior i t ized.  This  wi l l  be at  the hear t 
of  how Guyana operat ional izes  the concept  of  leaving no 
one behind. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has yet  to  select  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the 
SDGs.  However,  Guyana’s  Vis ion 2040 for  sustainable 
development is  e laborated through eight  integrated and 
interconnected development object ives  expressed in  the 
v is ion,  i .e . ,  the broad areas for  l ink ing SDGs to nat ional 
pr ior i t ies .  

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  provides a goal-by-goal  analys is .  I t  provides a 
detai led assessment  of  the pr ior i ty  areas and consistent ly 
presents  the l inkages between them, with a greater  focus on 
the economic dimensions of  sustainable development.  The 
repor t  a lso refers  to  the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change 
and the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on the pr inciple 
of  leaving no one behind.  Vulnerable  groups include 
women,  chi ldren,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  the Indigenous 
populat ion and migrants.  Gender -disaggregated data 
is  consistent ly  avai lable  throughout  the VNR repor t .  I t 
a lso l ists  a  wide range of  act ions such as adopt ion of 
internat ional  agreements  and pol ic ies,  nat ional  pol ic ies, 
suppor t  programs and ski l l  development programs.  I t 
a lso emphasizes  that  the countr y  has long struggled with 
inadequate f inancing for  pover ty  al lev iat ion by focusing on 
the social  sector.  I t  a lso discusses the huge infrastructure 
def ic i t  af fect ing the housing sector.  The repor t  stresses the 
impor tance of  the inclusion of  the countr y ’s  Indigenous 
populat ion through a suite  of  in i t iat ives.  Addit ional 
chal lenges include addressing growing migrator y  f lows to 
the countr y.  

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  awareness-rais ing on the SDGs has 
occurred,  inc luding high- level  workshops on understanding 
and ownership of  the SDGs as wel l  as  targeted events  on 
issues re levant  for  vulnerable  people,  energy eff ic ienc y, 
consumer choices and human traff ick ing.  The repor t 
does not  provide information on the speci f ic  ro le  of  local 
governments  in  real iz ing the SDGs,  though i t  does note 
that  ef for ts  have been made to engage local  government 
representat ives in  planning the implementat ion of  the 
Vis ion 2040.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  recognizes that  SDG implementat ion 
requires  contr ibut ions f rom a wide range of  stakeholders, 
i t  is  l imited in  terms of  information on mult i -stakeholder 
par tnerships.  The repor t  provides detai ls  on government 
engagement with stakeholders  on the SDGs,  potent ial 
indicators  and data avai labi l i ty.  

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  notes that  the countr y  is  in  the process of 
reforming i ts  publ ic  investment  management system to 
improve the ef f icac y of  i ts  publ ic  investments.  This  is 

cr i t ical ,  as  the countr y  sees the nat ional  budget  as  the 
key means of  implementing Vis ion 2040 as wel l  as  the 
SDGs.  The repor t  a lso states  that  the countr y ’s  Ministr y  of 
F inance conducted a sensit izat ion session for  al l  budget 
agencies  on the SDGs and their  integrat ion into the budget 
process.  I t  a lso recognizes the need to conduct  capacity 
development with the involvement of  the Ministr y  of 
F inance and the Bureau of  Stat ist ics  to  improve the use of 
data and indicators  in  planning and budget ing for  SDG 
implementat ion.  

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The avai labi l i ty  of  the disaggregated data is  l imited,  even 
though i t  is  seen as essent ial  to  improving the wel l -being 
of  vulnerable  populat ions.  Disaggregat ion by gender  and 
locat ion has proven cr i t ical  in  ident i fy ing the weaknesses 
in  the educat ion sector.  A ser ies  of  steps were ident i f ied to 
assist  in  improving data gather ing.  Addit ional ly,  the budget 
process mandates data disaggregat ion by sex and locat ion 
to ensure that  pol ic ies  and programs are appropriately 
targeted. 
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GUATEMALA        

Guatemala submitted i ts  second voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the 2019 sess ion of  the 
United Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .  I ts  prev ious presentat ion took 
place in  2017.  The second repor t  takes up the issues ra ised in  the f i rs t  wi th  greater  analyt ical  depth 
and improved ev idence suppor t ing the presentat ion of  progress .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
As was informed in  Guatemala’s  2017  repor t ,  the Nat ional 
Counci l  for  Urban and Rural  Development (CONADUR), 
a  mult i -stakeholder  body led by the President,  is  the 
main body responsible  for  the countr y ’s  development 
pol ic ies.  I t  works as a pol i t ical  space for  monitor ing the 
implementat ion of  nat ional  development pr ior i t ies .

At  the regional  level ,  the F i rst  Ibero-American Forum of 
Nat ional  Implementat ion Mechanisms of  the 2030 Agenda, 
promoted by Guatemala’s  government,  was held in 
coordinat ion with the Ibero-American General  Secretar iat .

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Stakeholder  engagement takes place mainly  through 
Nat ional  Development Counci ls ,  which have been operat ing 
s ince 2002.  Non-state actors  were engaged in  the 
ident i f icat ion of  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  through the CONADUR . 
Publ ic  inst i tut ions,  munic ipal i t ies ,  development counci ls , 
internat ional  cooperat ion agencies,  the pr ivate sector  and 
c iv i l  society  provided inputs  as  par t  of  the VNR .  Civ i l  society 
also publ ished a paral le l  repor t .

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
While  the repor t  does not  inc lude references to a nat ional 
gap analys is  or  basel ine study,  i t  repeatedly  ident i f ies 
social ,  economic,  terr i tor ial ,  gender  and ethnic  gaps.  Gaps 

are not  f ramed in  terms of  the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  but  rather  a human development approach.

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
The Coordinat ion of  NGOs and Cooperat ives of 

Guatemala (CONGCOOP) publ ished a paral le l  repor t , 

analyz ing the nat ional  implementat ion framework 

and some SDGs.  Whi le  the economy of  Guatemala 

grows,  so does internal  inequal i ty.  One of  the most 

harmful  ef fects  of  th is  process is  the concentrat ion 

of  product ive land in  the hands of  a  l imited number 

of  landowners  affect ing smal l  producers,  a  deferred 

group in  the countr y.  Famil ies  seek solut ions 

through migrat ion,  making the countr y  a migrant 

or igin countr y,  with the loss  of  human capabi l i t ies 

that  th is  impl ies.  Women are the most  affected 

by these processes.  Budget  weakness and lack of 

pol i t ical  vocat ion are highl ighted as the two main 

e lements  obstruct ing a path to nat ional  sustainable 

development. 

The repor t  notes that  “ with these condit ions,  the real 

Guatemala:  popular,  Indigenous,  feminine,  seems to 

go against  the SDGs.”  According to the CONGCOOP 

repor t ,  a l l  of  th is  is  coupled with persecut ions of 

social  leaders  and lack of  representat ion of  the ful l 

range of  c iv i l  society  perspect ives  in  the government 

inst i tut ions aimed to implement  the SDGs.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government adopted the SDGs as a guidel ine for 
leading nat ional  development ef for ts .  To that  end,  the 
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fo l lowing documents  were al igned with the SDGs:  the 
Nat ional  Development P lan,  K’atun:  Nuestra Guatemala 
2032,  the nat ional  development plan and pol ic y  ar t iculat ion 
strategy,  the nat ional  Implementat ion Strategy and Fol low-
up to the SDGs Agenda,  and the Methodological  Guide for 
Munic ipal  Development and Terr i tor ial  P lanning al igned to 
Nat ional  Pr ior i t ies .  The repor t  suggests  that  pol ic ies  and 
inst i tut ional  arrangements  are changing to better  suppor t 
2030 Agenda implementat ion.  Only  the pr inciple  of  leaving 
no one behind is  ment ioned in  the repor t .

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
Ten nat ional  pr ior i t ies  were selected,  and a Methodological 
Guide for  Munic ipal  Development and Terr i tor ial  P lanning 
al igned to Nat ional  Pr ior i t ies  was recent ly  publ ished.  A 
comparison exerc ise was carr ied out  between the targets 
and indicators  of  the Nat ional  Development P lan of 
Guatemala,  the 2030 Agenda,  and the global  f ramework of 
indicators  for  monitor ing the SDGs,  result ing in  the nat ional 
pr ior i t izat ion of  129 targets  and 244 indicators,  44 of  these 
were nat ional ly  designed.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  is  organized through the study of  ten nat ional 
development pr ior i t ies ,  l ink ing each of  them with SDGs 
sets .  As a result ,  a l l  SDGs are analyzed,  but  not  through 
the typical  goal-by-goal  analys is .  The VNR provides equal 
attent ion to economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions 
of  sustainable development.  The need to improve pol ic y 
coherence at  the nat ional  level  for  sustainable development 
is  noted.  The f ight  against  c l imate change is  l inked with the 
SDGs and the repor t  under l ines some commitments  made 
by Guatemala at  the internat ional  level  though the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change is  not  expl ic i t ly  ment ioned. 
The repor t  a lso includes the presentat ion of  l inkages 
between SDGs,  the Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty,  the 
Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion and the aid 
and development ef fect iveness agendas.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  inc ludes a chapter  on leaving no one behind 
(LNOB) and notes that  the pr inciple  guides pol ic y 
implementat ion.  LNOB is  a  cross-cutt ing issue in  the 
repor t .  People l iv ing in  pover ty,  Indigenous people,  women, 
e lder ly,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  inhabitants  of  rural  areas, 
youth and migrants  are targeted as lef t  behind.  A broad 
assessment  of  social  pol ic ies  aimed to suppor t  these 
speci f ic  groups is  out l ined.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The government of  Guatemala carr ied out  2030 Agenda 
awareness-rais ing effor ts .  A disseminat ion strategy was 
developed for  the nat ional  development plan and a website 
(www.pnd.gt)  was created.  The website  presents  the 
nat ional  development pr ior i t ies  and goals .  According to 
the repor t ,  the permanent  disseminat ion of  the K’atun plan 
is  a  cont inual  chal lenge given the investment  of  t ime and 
resources i t  consumes.  As noted above,  the repor t  points 
to  the creat ion of  a  methodology guide to suppor t  local 
governments  in  implementing the 2030 Agenda. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Par tners  are suppor t ing implementat ion at  the nat ional 
level  by providing knowledge,  technical  suppor t  and human 
and f inancial  capabi l i t ies .  Local  governments,  par l iament, 
c iv i l  society,  academia,  the pr ivate sector  and the General 
Comptrol ler ’s  Off ice  are ment ioned as par tners,  and 
act iv i t ies  carr ied out  by each of  them are out l ined in  the 
repor t .

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
There is  no c lear  ident i f icat ion of  lessons learned in 
implementing the 2030 Agenda at  the nat ional  level ,  but 
some chal lenges are highl ighted,  such as strengthening 
human capacit ies  in  publ ic  inst i tut ions and access to 
f inancing resources.  Internal  pr ivate f lows are deemed 
necessar y to  fund implementat ion.  The repor t  analyzes 
budget  al locat ions for  each of  the ten nat ional  development 
pr ior i t ies ,  out l in ing that  the incorporat ion of  the K’atun plan 
guidel ines has been sought  for  budget  programming. 
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MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
According to the Guatemalan VNR ,  the countr y  has 
complete information to measure 51% of  the indicators 
concerning i ts  Nat ional  Development P lan pr ior i t ized 
object ives,  represent ing 120 indicators.  The countr y  has 
incomplete information for  24% of  those indicators  and no 
data is  avai lable  for  the remaining 25%.  Data product ion 
and management chal lenges are pointed out  in  the repor t . 
Data disaggregat ion by income,  sex,  age,  ethnic i ty, 
immigrat ion status,  d isabi l i ty,  area and geographic  locat ion 
or  other  character ist ics ,  is  st i l l  insuff ic ient  and understood 
as essent ial  to  LNOB.  To improve Guatemala’s  stat ist ical 
capacit ies ,  the Nat ional  Stat ist ics  Inst i tute  draf ted a 
General  Strategy for  the generat ion of  stat ist ics  that  seeks 
to  strengthen i ts  role  as  the governing body of  the nat ional 
stat ist ical  system, as wel l  as  c lar i fy  and faci l i tate  the 
product ion and use of  stat ist ics  for  other  governmental 
inst i tut ions.
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SAINT LUCIA   

In  2019,  Saint  Lucia submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
In  ear ly  2017,  Saint  Lucia’s  Cabinet  of  Ministers  endorsed the 
establ ishment of  the nat ional  coordinat ion mechanism for 
the planning and implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda.  I t 
consists  of  a  Sustainable Development Goal  (SDG) Cabinet 
Sub Committee of  Ministers  and a Sustainable Development 
Goals  Nat ional  Coordinat ing Committee,  which is  the 
governing committee tasked to guide the implementat ion 
and monitor ing of  the SDGs.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  does not  out l ine formal  ongoing stakeholder 
engagement,  however,  i t  detai ls  engagement by non-
state actors  in  the VNR and dur ing the incorporat ion of 
the SDGs into the nat ional  agenda.  In  November 2016, 
c iv i l  society  organizat ions led by the Saint  Lucia Nat ional 
Trust  organized a consultat ion under  the theme “Nat ional 
Views on the Sustainable Development Goals  and the Smal l 
Is lands Developing States Accelerated Modal i t ies  of  Act ion 
Pathway.”  The consultat ion provided the oppor tunity  for 
c iv i l  society  par t ic ipants  to  discuss and analyze the goals 
and targets  to  assess their  appl icabi l i ty  to  c iv i l  society. 
The outcome of  the consultat ions was a ranking of  the 
SDGs in  order  of  impor tance to (and impact  on)  the work 
of  c iv i l  society  organizat ions in  the countr y.  In  addit ion, 
focus groups were conducted with a representat ive sample 
of  c iv i l  society  groups and the pr ivate sector,  fa i th-
based organizat ions,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  women’s 
organizat ions and other  re levant  organizat ions.  Nat ional 
consultat ions were coordinated by the Sustainable 
Development Goals  Nat ional  Coordinat ing Committee. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Fol lowing the establ ishment of  the coordinat ion mechanism 
in  the countr y,  a  Rapid Integrated Assessment  was 
conducted in  May 2018.  The assessment  reviewed the 
countr y ’s  32 planning documents,  which together  made up 
a nat ional  p lanning framework,  to  assess coverage and 
al ignment of  the SDGs and their  targets.  In  addit ion,  a 
per formance audit  of  Saint  Lucia’s  readiness to  implement 
the SDGs was completed.  These act iv i t ies  ident i f ied gaps in 
capacity,  reviews of  implementat ion at  nat ional ,  regional 
and internat ional  levels ,  basel ines,  nat ional  targets  and 
means of  measurement,  and data col lect ion.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
In  Apr i l  2018,  Saint  Lucia embarked on an inclusive and 
strategic  process to  develop the countr y ’s  Medium-Term 
Development Strategy 2019–2022.  The strategy incorporates 
the 2030 Agenda. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
A pivotal  par t  of  the process to  develop the medium-term 
strategy was the ident i f icat ion of  the s ix  key result  areas 
including healthcare,  educat ion,  c i t izen secur i ty,  agr iculture, 
infrastructure and tour ism,  and the i terat ive process of 
issue pr ior i t izat ion—along with developing solut ions to help 
implement  programs within these areas.  The SDGs were 
l inked to these key result  areas.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  a subset  of  SDGs selected by the countr y. 
These include SDG 3 (good health and wel l -being),  SDG 
4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty) ,  SDG 7 
(affordable and c lean energy) ,  SDG 8 (decent  work and 
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economic growth),  SDG 10 (reduced inequal i t ies)  SDG 
13  (c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 16 (peace,  just ice  and strong 
inst i tut ions) ,  and SDG 17  (par tnerships for  the goals) .  The 
repor t  g ives equal  attent ion to the economic,  social  and 
environmental  d imensions of  sustainable development. 
The repor t  is  weak in  terms of  ident i fy ing l inkages between 
goal  areas.  Real iz ing pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable 
development is  one of  the ongoing act iv i t ies .  Several 
re levant  internat ional  f rameworks including the Addis 
Ababa Act ion Agenda,  the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster 
R isk  Reduct ion and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change, 
are integrated into the repor t . 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA  
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides detai ls  on current  strategies  and 
programs to suppor t  the fol lowing vulnerable  groups: 
chi ldren,  women,  LGBTQ and people with disabi l i t ies .  There 
are also pover ty  reduct ion effor ts  at  the fami ly  level  to 
reduce the number of  chi ldren l iv ing in  pover ty.  

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The countr y  held speci f ic  awareness-rais ing act iv i t ies  to 
address the re levance of  speci f ic  SDGs.  A high- level  VNR 
workshop was also hosted in  March 2019 that  sought  to 
improve awareness,  understanding and ownership of  the 
SDG targets,  faci l i tate  technical  group discussions on 
indicators  and,  u l t imately,  accelerate the data col lect ion 
process required to prepare the VNR . 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  refers  to  the impor tance of  non-state actor 
par t ic ipat ion,  i t  does not  provide speci f ic  examples. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  out l ines major  chal lenges for  implementat ion 
including inadequate f inancing,  insuff ic ient  educat ional 
outcomes and inadequate data to suppor t  p lanning 
and pol ic y  formulat ion which impairs  the abi l i ty  of  the 
government to  craf t  and target  inter vent ions.  To date, 
Saint  Lucia’s  SDG implementat ion has been pr imari ly 
resourced through suppor t  f rom internat ional  development 
par tners  through loans,  grants  and technical  ass istance. 

The pr ivate sector  and c iv i l  society  organizat ions are also 
valuable par tners,  but  their  contr ibut ion to f inancing SDG 
implementat ion has been l imited thus far. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
Several  steps were def ined to improve data gather ing. 
These include developing an in-depth understanding of 
some of  the SDG targets  in  the countr y  context  and sel f -
assessment  of  the re levance of  exist ing data and indicators 
of  the SDGs to the countr y  context .  I t  a lso requires  sett ing 
planning pr ior i t ies  that  inc lude the results  areas as wel l  as 
developing new indicators  based on exist ing datasets  that 
match the countr y ’s  needs.  Ident i fy ing areas of  future focus 
for  planning should be made a pr ior i ty.

a70



ANNEX 1 ANNEX 2 ANNEX 3ANNEX 3

ASIA
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AZERBAIJAN  

In  2019,  Azerbai jan submitted i ts  second voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The President  issued a Decree in  October  2016 to establ ish 
the Nat ional  Coordinat ion Counci l  for  Sustainable 
Development of  the Republ ic  of  Azerbai jan.  The Nat ional 
Coordinat ion Counci l  for  Sustainable Development of 
the Republ ic  of  Azerbai jan is  tasked with ensur ing the 
integrat ion and al ignment of  pr ior i t ies  and re levant 
indicators  in  l ine with the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  and targets.  Four  thematic  working groups 
were establ ished under  the umbrel la  of  the Nat ional 
Coordinat ion Counci l  for  Sustainable Development of  the 
Republ ic  of  Azerbai jan to address speci f ic  SDG pol ic y  and 
implementat ion chal lenges.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
According to the repor t ,  the nat ional  counci l  led an 
extensive stakeholder  engagement process.  This  was done 
through discussions on SDG pr ior i t ies  for  the countr y, 
a l igning the countr y ’s  socioeconomic programs and 
strategies  with the SDGs and ident i fy ing projects  and 
in i t iat ives  to  suppor t  implementat ion in  the countr y. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
An analys is  reviewed both integrat ion and gaps in  the 
countr y ’s  strategies  in  terms of  their  abi l i ty  to  address 
the SDGs.  The results  showed that  there is ,  for  example, 
fu l l  a l ignment with SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty) ,  a long with 
a 90% integrat ion for  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion)  and 75% 
integrat ion with SDGs 2  (zero hunger)  and 6 (c lean water 

and sanitat ion) .  Also,  the process made i t  possible  to 
ident i fy  data avai labi l i ty  for  the analyzed SDGs and nat ional 
strategies. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government repor ted on the extent  to  which the SDGs 
al ign with exist ing nat ional  strategies,  cover ing four  cr i t ical 
areas:  economic development and decent  employment, 
social  issues,  environmental  issues and monitor ing and 
evaluat ion.  The repor t  refers  to  the pr inciples  of  universal i ty 
and leaving no one behind.  Whi le  i t  inc ludes a strong focus 
on human r ights,  i t  does not  refer  to  a human r ights-based 
approach. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has yet  selected nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for 
the SDGs.  The repor t  noted ongoing discussion on 
the nat ional izat ion of  the SDGs and the planning of 
comprehensive coordinat ion procedures for  implementat ion. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews the SDGs re levant  for  the 2019 repor t ing 
per iod.  They include SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 8 
(decent  work and economic growth),  SDG 10 (reduced 
inequal i ty) ,  SDG 13  (c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 16 (peace and 
just ice strong inst i tut ions)  and SDG 17  (par tnerships to 
achieve the goal) .  For  the selected SDGs,  the repor t  provides 
a detai led assessment  of  the pr ior i ty  areas but  presents  the 
l inkages between them inconsistent ly.  There is  no ment ion 
of  pol ic y  coherence.  The repor t  a lso refers  to  the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change and the Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on leaving no one 
behind,  stress ing the impor tance of  creat ing oppor tunit ies 
and resources for  overcoming the inequal i ty  that  affects 
vulnerable  groups.  I t  provides a detai led over view of  the 
chal lenges facing women,  chi ldren,  the poor,  people with 
disabi l i t ies  and migrants.  Data is  presented throughout  with 
an assessment  of  current  legis lat ion,  pol ic ies  and programs, 
as  wel l  as  where addit ional  ef for ts  are needed.  This  sect ion 
also focuses strongly  on reducing domest ic  v io lence, 
v io lence against  chi ldren,  chi ld  marr iage and ensur ing 
access to  qual i ty  ear ly  chi ldhood development,  chi ldcare 
and pre-pr imar y educat ion to prepare chi ldren for  pr imar y 
educat ion.  The repor t  notes that  improving social  inc lusion 
( including promoting gender  equal i ty  and the protect ion of 
human r ights)  is  a  key pr ior i ty  for  the government. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  emphasizes  the impor tance of  ef fect ive 
cooperat ion between publ ic  and pr ivate inst i tut ions 
( including c iv i l  society)  to  mobi l ize  their  capacit ies  for 
meet ing the SDG targets.  Local izat ion effor ts  are being 
led by the Nat ional  Coordinat ion Counci l  for  Sustainable 
Development with assistance to local  governments 
in  developing local  implementat ion gaps and act ions 
needed to achieve re levant  SDGs.  The repor t  stresses that 
addit ional  awareness-rais ing effor ts  are needed.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  recognizes that  SDG implementat ion 
requires  contr ibut ions f rom a wide range of  stakeholders, 
i t  is  l imited in  terms of  information on mult i -stakeholder 
par tnerships and speci f ic  contr ibut ions by non-state actors. 
I t  appears  that  par tnerships are yet  to  be developed,  though 
c iv i l  society  organizat ions did par tner  with the government 
on a panel  d iscussion regarding the role  of  c iv i l  society  in 
real iz ing the SDGs.  The repor t  notes that  the government, 
whi le  act ing as coordinator  for  the attainment  of 
nat ional ized SDGs,  wi l l  be faci l i tat ing and suppor t ing SDG-
focused in i t iat ives  of  c iv i l  society  inst i tut ions,  academia, 
business and professional  associat ions,  other  stakeholders 
and par tners. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The Nat ional  Coordinat ion Counci l  for  Sustainable 
Development of  the Republ ic  of  Azerbai jan leads SDG 
implementat ion in  the countr y.  This  inc ludes preparat ion 
of  the implementat ion plans and coordinat ing with 
subnat ional  governments  and stakeholders  to  develop 
local  implementat ion plans.  The repor t  notes that  real iz ing 
the SDGs requires  stepping up the development and 
divers i f icat ion of  the nat ional  economy,  strengthening 
expor t  capacity  and increasing expor ts ,  improving 
healthcare and social  ser v ices and strengthening 
environmental  protect ion.  The countr y  bel ieves that 
internat ional  par tners  wi l l  a lso suppor t  i ts  act iv i t ies  in  these 
areas.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data.  The repor t  inc ludes a commitment  to 
strengthen stat ist ical  capacit ies ,  inc luding strengthening 
data col lect ion and technical  and administrat ive capacit ies . 
As par t  of  these ef for ts ,  a  Depar tment  for  Sustainable 
Development Stat ist ics  has been establ ished within the 
State Stat ist ical  Committee.
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CAMBODIA    

In  2019,  Cambodia submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Fol lowing the endorsement of  the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  in  late  2015,  the countr y  star ted i ts 
work to  adapt  the goals  to  i ts  nat ional  context .  An 
interdepar tmental  group of  senior  off ic ia ls  has been 
establ ished to advise on how to implement  the SDGs 
best  domest ical ly  and internat ional ly.  I t  is  chaired by the 
Depar tment  of  the Pr ime Minister  and Cabinet  and the 
Depar tments  of  Foreign Affairs  and Trade.  According to the 
repor t ,  there has been col laborat ion with non-state actors 
and local  governments.  However,  the repor t  does not  detai l 
how this  col laborat ion is  occurr ing. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  detai ls  engagement by non-state actors  in  the 
ident i f icat ion of  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the VNR ,  inc luding in 
terms of  reviewing a draf t  vers ion of  the repor t . 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  Cambodia has done an assessment  of 
the goals  and data in  the context  of  the countr y ’s  pol ic ies 
and monitor ing the SDGs.  Detai ls  about  the assessment  are 
not  provided,  but  the repor t  states  that  i t  ident i f ied gaps in 
awareness-rais ing and capacit ies  in  implementing the SDGs 
at  the local  level . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The repor t  detai ls  the integrat ion of  the SDGs into nat ional 
strategies  and plans,  such as the countr y ’s  v is ion and 

development plans.  The repor t  has a strong human r ights 
focus.  I t  stresses the impor tance of  secur ing equitable 
development and leaving no one behind and preser ving 
Cambodia’s  natural  resource endowment,  whi le  also 
addressing the threats  posed by c l imate change.  These are 
fu l ly  embedded within the pol ic y  documents.  The repor t  a lso 
underscores the impor tance of  intergenerat ional  equity  by 
emphasiz ing the chal lenges facing both the younger  and 
older  generat ion and promoting sound intergenerat ional 
re lat ionships. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  strongly  focused on the integrat ion of  the SDGs 
into the countr y ’s  pr ior i t ies  by craf t ing a ful ly  local ized 
framework—the Cambodian SDGs.  In  addit ion to the 17  goals 
adjusted to the countr y ’s  condit ions,  an 18th goal  requir ing 
the c learance of  landmines and unexploded ordinance was 
added.  The f inal  f ramework comprises 18  Cambodia SDGs, 
88 nat ional ly  re levant  targets  and 148 global ly  and local ly 
def ined indicators. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  pays l imited attent ion 
to l inkages between economic,  social  and environmental 
d imensions in  the analys is  of  goals ,  targets  and indicators. 
Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is  not 
discussed.  However,  the repor t  made l inkages to several 
re levant  internat ional  f rameworks,  inc luding the Addis 
Ababa Act ion Agenda and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate 
Change.  The countr y  sees c l imate change as an overarching 
threat ,  which chal lenges i ts  progress in  meet ing many of  the 
SDGs. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides detai ls  about  some of  the vulnerable 
groups and l ists  current  pol ic ies  and programs.  For 
example,  the repor t  notes that  the government developed 
a f ive-year  Act ion P lan to Prevent  and Respond to Violence 
against  Chi ldren over  2017–2021.  Ins ights  gathered from 
disaggregated data have enabled the government to  create 
programs to address gender  dispar i ty  in  the educat ion 
system, develop a broad Nat ional  Social  Protect ion Pol ic y 
Framework for  2016–2025 and faci l i tate  c i t izens’  access to 
land. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  has focused on addressing inequal i ty 

in  terms of  access to  land under  SDG 10 (reduced 

inequal i ty) .  The repor t  states  that  progress has been 

made in  issuing land t i t les  to  Cambodian c i t izens. 

Registrat ion of  land of  Indigenous peoples  occurred in 

24 communit ies.  This  is  the equivalent  to  2 ,558 fami l ies 

having their  lands registered.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The repor t  notes that  the VNR process helped to raise 
awareness of  the SDGs and that  ongoing effor ts  are 
needed.  Civ i l  society  and business sectors  have helped raise 

awareness of  the SDGs. 

Steps have been taken to local ize  the 2030 Agenda.  The 
process began with an assessment  of  Cambodia’s  Mi l lennial 
Development Goals  and their  pr ior i t ies ,  targets  and 
indicators.  Once complete the assessment  was complete, 
pr ior i ty  was given to the coordinat ion of  the planning 
and implementat ion of  the SDGs with local  development 
agencies.  

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  h ighl ights  the impor tance of  the countr y ’s 
recognit ion that  par tnerships for  sustainable development 
are mult i -stakeholder  in i t iat ives  that  should be under taken 
by governments,  intergovernmental  organizat ions,  major 

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
The local izat ion process revealed that  more 

ef for ts  are needed to suppor t  local  governments 
in  mainstreaming the SDGs into their  p lans and 
strategies.  This  should be addressed at  both the 
implementat ion and monitor ing levels .

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
Data col lect ion is  a  pr ior i ty  for  the countr y.  According to the 
repor t ,  the countr y  has increased the budget  for  nat ional 
sur veys and the conduct ing of  the 2019 General  Populat ion 
Census of  Cambodia.  The census is  in  keeping with 
internat ional  recommendations and standards.  The countr y 
also engages stakeholders  in  dialogues on SDG indicators 
and data avai labi l i ty.

c iv i l  society  groups and other  stakeholders.  In  Cambodia, 
these types of  par tnerships are already contr ibut ing to the 
implementat ion of  agreed-upon development goals  and 
commitments.  These par tnerships are included in  Agenda 
21,  the Johannesburg Plan of  Implementat ion,  the Mi l lennium 
Declarat ion,  the outcome document of  the United Nat ions 
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20)  and the 
Third Internat ional  Conference on Smal l  Is land Developing 
States.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The countr y  stresses the impor tance of  economic growth, 
pr ivate sector  investment  and publ ic  revenues as the 
basis  for  ensur ing effect ive implementat ion of  the SDGs. 
The repor t  underscores the fact  that  the impacts  of 
c l imate change pose a s igni f icant  threat  to  achieving 
the SDGs.  The current  budgetar y al locat ions l inked to 
nat ional  p lanning documents  are al igned with the SDGs. 
The repor t  emphasizes  capacity  gaps within the countr y, 
such as capacit ies  needed for  strategic  development and 
implementat ion,  through improved planning,  budget ing and 
f inancial  management systems and—most  impor tant ly—
capacity  to  col lect  and analyze data and indicators  for  the 
SDGs.
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INDONESIA     

In  2019,  Indonesia submitted i ts  second voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .  Indonesia’s  f i rs t  repor t  was presented in  2017.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The President  of  Indonesia leads Sustainable Development 
Goal  (SDG) implementat ion,  as  stated in  the president ial 
decree on the SDGs.  In  addit ion,  the Nat ional  Coordinat ion 
Team that  faci l i tates  the day-to-day planning and 
implementat ion effor ts  is  chaired by the President.  The 
Steer ing Committee consists  of  seven key ministers 
re levant  to  the implementat ion of  the SDGs in  Indonesia. 
Four  Coordinat ing Ministers  of  the Cabinet ,  namely  the 
Coordinat ing Minister  for  Economic Affairs ,  Coordinat ing 
Minister  for  Human Development and Culture,  Coordinat ing 
Minister  for  Mari t ime Affairs ,  and Coordinat ing Minister  for 
Pol i t ical ,  Legal  and Secur i ty  Affairs  are also assigned as 
Vice-Chairs .  

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the government’s  commitment  to 
the creat ion of  an enabl ing environment for  SDG 
implementat ion that  faci l i tates  contr ibut ions f rom al l 
stakeholders  in  society.  The repor t  notes that  through the 
VNR consultat ion,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions ident i f ied 
pr ior i t ies  for  the nat ional  p lan,  a long with data and 
indicators  to  track progress. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
A gap and basel ine analys is  was conducted to ident i fy 
avai lable  datasets  and set  basel ines to  enable monitor ing 
of  progress towards the SDGs. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The SDGs have been al igned with the countr y ’s  nat ional 
development v is ion.  This  document br ings together  the 
development pol ic ies,  strategies  and programs of  the 
Nat ional  Medium-Term Development P lan (2015–2019) ,  and 
i t  is  t ranslated into the Government Work P lan with i ts 
associated budget.  The Nat ional  Medium-Term Development 
P lan was developed at  the same t ime as the SDGs were 
being prepared. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has yet  to  select  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs 
beyond i ts  exist ing pr ior i t ies ,  as  out l ined in  the Nat ional 
Medium-Term Development P lan.  These are al igned most ly 
with SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 8 (decent  work and 
economic growth),  SDG 13  (c l imate change)  and SDG 16 
(peace and just ice and strong inst i tut ions) . 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 8 (decent 

work and economic growth),  SDG 10 (reduced inequal i ty) , 
SDG 13  (c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 16 (peace,  just ice  and strong 
inst i tut ions)  and SDG 17  (par tnerships for  the goals) . 
I t  provides a detai led analys is  of  appl icable  l inkages 
between economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions 
of  speci f ic  goals ,  targets  and indicators.  Pol ic y  coherence 
for  sustainable development is  d iscussed in  the repor t  in 
terms of  social  inc lusion and economic pol ic ies.  The repor t 
references other  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks and 
agreements  such as the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change 
and the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The countr y  repor ted on some of  the cr i t ical  issues to 
address vulnerable  populat ions noted in  the previous 
VNR repor t  submitted in  2017.  The current  repor t  again 
emphasizes  the impor tance of  addressing the needs of 
vulnerable  groups such as women,  chi ldren,  migrants  and 
people with disabi l i t ies . 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Indonesia has pr ior i t ized the development of  nat ional 

strategies  on the SDGs and also considers  i t  impor tant 

to  equip subnat ional  governments  with the capacity 

to  implement  them. The countr y  is  preparing nat ional 

and subnat ional  act ion plans for  2017–2019.  Indonesia 

also plans to formulate a 15  year  SDG roadmap along 

with regional  SDG act ion plans.  A technical  guidel ine 

for  formulat ing nat ional  and subnat ional  act ion plans 

has been completed to guide SDG implementat ion. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
To address SDG implementat ion at  the subnat ional 
level ,  Indonesia has developed s igni f icant  inst i tut ional 
suppor t  for  local  and regional  governments  to  advance 
SDG implementat ion.  The countr y  under took a number of 
awareness-rais ing act iv i t ies  for  speci f ic  SDGs such as SDG 
4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty)  and SDG 13 
(c l imate act ion) .  Act iv i t ies  were also carr ied out  to  raise 
awareness on the overal l  SDGs.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  notes that  the countr y  wi l l  col laborate with c iv i l 
society  and other  stakeholders  through projects  to  assist 
in  achieving the SDGs.  Such project-based col laborat ion 
is  the most  f requent  form of  cooperat ion between 
government bodies  and local  and regional  governments. 
The government also works with c iv i l  society  organizat ions 
for  awareness-rais ing and implementing publ ic  pol ic ies 
or  solv ing pr ior i ty  social  issues.  For  col laborat ion with the 
business sector,  internal  consol idat ion and coordinat ion 
were achieved by establ ishing a plat form cal led 

Phi lanthropy and Business Indonesia for  SDGs.  The plat form 
current ly  consists  of  1 1  associat ions with more than 700 
companies as members.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  notes several  chal lenges for  SDG 
implementat ion,  inc luding addressing domest ic  inequal i ty 
in  terms of  inequal i ty  between income groups ( including 
pover ty  reduct ion and social  secur i ty  for  workers) 
and regional  inequal i ty  ( inc luding the accelerat ion of 
development of  underdeveloped regions and v i l lages) . 
Addressing these chal lenges requires  suppor t  f rom other 
SDGs such as SDG 8 (decent  work and economic growth), 
SDG 10 (reduced inequal i ty)  and SDG 13  (c l imate act ion) 
to  create jobs,  develop infrastructure and address c l imate 
impacts  and vulnerabi l i t ies .  The repor t  provides an 
over view of  domest ic  f inancing opt ions to suppor t  SDG 
implementat ion. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
A basel ine assessment  of  data col lect ion and ident i f icat ion 
of  data gaps was completed.  The val idat ion of  stat ist ical 
data for  di f ferent  government inst i tut ions st i l l  requires 
Stat ist ics  Indonesia’s  suppor t .  This  issue is  the focus of 
Stat ist ics  Indonesia,  and i t  a ims to appoint  a  coordinator  of 
the Nat ional  Stat ist ic  System. The countr y  is  now developing 
a nat ional  one-data pol ic y,  appoint ing Stat ist ics  Indonesia, 
to  be i ts  coordinator  and centre.  Indonesia is  committed 
to regular ly  monitor ing achievements  and conduct ing 
cont inuous improvements.  The annual  repor t ing mechanism 
ref lects  a  bottom-up,  par t ic ipator y  and inclusive process. 
However  i t  is  not  c lear  f rom the repor t  how nat ional 
repor t ing is  actual ly  being conducted.
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IRAQ     

In  2019,  I raq submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High- level 
Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  adopted a ser ies  of  measures to  begin 
integrat ing the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs) 
into nat ional  commitments  and strategies.  The Ministr y  of 
P lanning took s igni f icant  steps in  leading the process of 
coordinat ing,  monitor ing and repor t ing on the SDGs in  the 
countr y.  A nat ional  committee for  sustainable development 
was set  up to coordinate with al l  ministr ies  and inst i tut ions 
to ensure the implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the government’s  commitment  to  the 
integrat ion of  the SDGs into nat ional  strategies  with the 
strong cooperat ion of  the pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society  and 
local  and internat ional  community  organizat ions.  So far, 
c iv i l  society  members and other  stakeholders  were engaged 
through meet ings and conferences to gather  ins ights  on 
nat ional iz ing the SDGs. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  indicates that  a gap analys is  was conducted.  The 
analys is  ident i f ied a few gaps,  such as l imited l inks  between 
data avai labi l i ty  and monitor ing needs to track progress. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS 
The government repor ted on the extent  to  which the 
SDGs al ign with exist ing nat ional  strategies.  The countr y 
incorporates the leave no one behind (LNOB) pr inciple. 
The repor t  emphasizes  that  achieving the nat ional  SDGs 

represents  an oppor tunity  to  empower a wider  group of 
nat ional  actors,  enhance nat ional  d ialogue and strengthen 
cooperat ion oppor tunit ies  on a broader  scale  on the 
sustainable development path. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
The countr y  developed a nat ional  f ramework to connect 
SDGs with nat ional  pr ior i t ies  through this  f ramework.  SDGs 
are grouped and pr ior i t ized according to the nat ional 
f ramework cover ing f ive  areas. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  developed a detai led framework to l ink 

the SDGs to nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  I t  covers  cr i t ical  areas 

such as i )  People:  Bui ld  generat ions who are capable 

of  innovat ion,  creat ion and achievement;  i i )  P lanet : 

Create a c lean,  safe and sustainable environment 

for  current  and future generat ions by incorporat ing 

the environment in  development plans and pol ic ies; 

i i i )  Prosper i ty  and Par tnership — A divers i f ied social 

market  economy iv)  Good Governance,  Just ice  and 

Peace — Act ive administrat ive inst i tut ions that  ensure 

respect  for  pol i t ical ,  c iv i l  and human r ights,  just ice  and 

equal i ty  for  a l l  c i t izens and v)  Peaceful  Safe Society  — 

A safe society  in  which al l  enjoy peace. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  inc luded selected SDGs:  SDG 1  (no pover ty) ;  SDG 
3 (good health and wel l -being);  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ; 
SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty) ;  SDG 8 (decent  work and economic 
growth);  SDG 9 ( industr y,  innovat ion and infrastructure) ; 
SDG 10 (reduced inequal i t ies) ;  SDG 1 1  (sustainable c i t ies 
and communit ies) ;  and SDG 13  (c l imate act ion) .  The repor t 
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provides a detai led over view of  the selected SDGs and pays 
equal  attent ion to economic,  social  and environmental 
d imensions.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development 
is  not  ment ioned.  The repor t  refers  to  other  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks such as the Par is  Agreement on 
Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on leaving no one 
behind.  The three pr inciples  of  sustainable development 
( inclusiveness,  indiv is ib i l i ty,  and leaving no one behind) 
are key pi l lars  in  the countr y ’s  SDG vis ion.  The vulnerable 
groups have been ident i f ied as people with disabi l i t ies ,  the 
e lder ly,  orphans,  female heads of  households,  widows and 
the poor  (mult id imensional  pover ty) .  The repor t  l is ts  social 
pol ic ies,  p lans,  strategies  and programs that  have been 
developed to meet  chal lenges and to ensure that  vulnerable 
groups do not  fal l  behind despite  the chal lenges and 
problems created by cr is is  condit ions.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  awareness-rais ing on the SDGs has 
occurred most ly  within c iv i l  society  and the pr ivate sector. 
Local izat ion has begun in  three regions of  the countr y  and 
these regions are working on their  repor ts  on local  p lans 
and programs.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  provides cost  est imates for  speci f ic  projects 
and act iv i t ies  needed to achieve speci f ic  SDGs.  The repor t 
ident i f ies  several  implementat ion capacity  needs,  such as 
those required for  good governance,  inc luding designing, 
implementing and evaluat ing sustainable development 
pol ic ies,  improving the ef fect iveness of  government 
inst i tut ions and accelerat ing inst i tut ional  reform.  Other 
aspects  inc lude improving planning capacit ies  for 
sustainable development so that  the goals  become a guide 
for  nat ional  development pol ic ies  and plans.
 
MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  gaps 
in  terms of  addressing data.  The data gap reaches 69.9% 

of  the total  230 indicators  distr ibuted to the 17  SDGs.  In 
other  words,  the avai lable  data covers  only  67 indicators. 
Addressing this  wi l l  require  improved cooperat ion between 
re levant  ministr ies ,  bui ld ing local  and nat ional  stat ist ical 
capacit ies  and establ ishing sustainable and par t ic ipator y 
mechanisms to col lect  data on SDG indicators.  These data 
col lect ion effor ts  should also include disaggregated data on 
gender  and vulnerable  groups.  
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ISRAEL      

In  2019,  Is rael  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High- level 
Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  developed inst i tut ional  arrangements  to  begin 
integrat ing the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  into 
nat ional  pol ic ies  and strategies.  The 2030 Agenda was 
presented at  the Senior  Professional  Forum for  Strategic 
P lanning.  Fur thermore,  Israel ’s  par l iament  is  explor ing 
means of  integrat ing the SDGs ( including the thought 
process and terminology)  into legis lat ion by par l iamentar y 
committees.  Preparat ions are current ly  under way to 
cont inue integrat ing the SDGs into the government’s 
strategic  planning effor ts .  These effor ts  to  integrate the 
SDGs into the nat ional  agenda are coordinated by the 
Nat ional  Economic Counci l ,  which ser ves as a coordinat ing 
body for  the pr ime minister  on topics  that  require 
comprehensive and methodical  economic thinking. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
The repor t  notes the government’s  strong commitment 
to  the broadest  possible  involvement of  c iv i l  society  and 
the business community.  The repor t  provides a detai led 
over view of  the speci f ic  act iv i t ies  that  c iv i l  society  and 
business community  contr ibute to  achieving the SDGs as 
wel l  as  their  engagement in  the VNR .  Annexes by non-state 
actors  are included in  the repor t .  

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  provides the outcomes of  a  gap analys is  that 
was per formed at  the level  of  each SDG to highl ight 
chal lenges,  gaps and act ions needed to address speci f ic 
goals . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The government is  act ively  working on the integrat ion of 
the SDGs into nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  The repor t  points  to  the 
systemic use of  innovat ion and technology to inform pol ic y 
decis ions as an approach that  ensures the integrat ion of  the 
three dimensions of  sustainable development.  The repor t 
has a strong human r ights  focus and notes that  the countr y 
takes an expl ic i t  human r ights-based approach to address 
SDG 1  (no pover ty) .  The repor t  a lso ment ions the impor tance 
of  intergenerat ional  equity  when designing nat ional 
approaches to implement  the SDGs. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
Each SDG’s  speci f ic  nat ional  re levance is  d iscussed in  the 
repor t .  Detai led nat ional  targets  are not  speci f ied.  However, 
pr ior i t ies  are l isted in  terms of  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) , 
SDG 8 (decent  work and economic growth)  and SDG 13 
(c l imate act ion) . 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews pol ic y  pr ior i ty  areas for  the countr y  and 
refers  to  re levant  SDGs in  that  context .  I t  provides a detai led 
goal-by-goal  analys is  with information on past  t rends, 
projects  and programs,  along with chal lenges and pr ior i t ies 
for  implementat ion.  The repor t  pays equal  attent ion to 
the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of  the 
SDGs.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is 
ment ioned in  the repor t  and is  l inked to the achievement 
of  SDG 17.  The repor t  a lso l inks  the SDGs to other  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks and agreements  such as the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change and the Sendai  Framework 
for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on leaving no one behind, 
the speci f ic  chal lenges of  vulnerable  groups and the issue 
of  social  inc lusion.  I t  provides a detai led over view of  the 
chal lenges facing women,  chi ldren,  people in  remote areas, 
poor  people and the e lder ly.  Data is  presented throughout 
with an in-depth assessment  of  current  legis lat ion,  pol ic ies 
and programs and where addit ional  ef for ts  are needed 
going for ward.  The repor t  notes that  improving social 
inc lusion—including promoting gender  equal i ty  and the 
protect ion of  human r ights—are key pr ior i t ies  for  the 
government. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
There is  a  strong emphasis  on the role  of  non-state actors 
in  helping to raise awareness of  the SDGs and mobi l iz ing 
effor ts  towards implementat ion. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The repor t  d iscusses the integrat ion of  environmental 

and c l imate issues into the educat ion system from 

ear ly  educat ion to univers i ty  through targeted 

act iv i t ies  promoting awareness,  behavioural  change, 

environmental  protect ion and community  engagement. 

There is  an accreditat ion program to ensure the 

qual i ty  of  the program. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  recognizes that  SDG implementat ion 
requires  contr ibut ions f rom a wide range of  stakeholders, 
i t  speci f ical ly  emphasizes  non-state actors  such as c iv i l 
society,  the business community  and academia.  The repor t 
inc ludes speci f ic  examples of  contr ibut ions by non-state 
actors  throughout,  inc luding in  the goal-by-goal  analys is . 
The repor t  noted a large number of  act iv i t ies  that  contr ibute 
to  SDGs done by non-state actors.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  l is ts  impor tant  aspects  of  the implementat ion 
effor ts  such as the role  of  technology,  capacity  needs and 
gaps and potent ial  modes of  f inancing.  The repor t  a lso 
provides a detai led over view of  the countr y ’s  contr ibut ion 
to suppor t  SDG implementat ion in  developing countr ies 
through off ic ia l  development assistance and other  means of 
implementat ion. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  provides a detai led assessment  of  data col lect ion 
and processing effor ts  to  develop the SDG indicator  set  for 
the countr y  presented.  The repor t  stresses that  a mapping 
act iv i ty  was conducted to ident i fy  agencies  with re levant 
datasets.  A total  of  123 indicators  are included in  the repor t 
and 31  indicators  inc lude disaggregated data.  Fur ther 
ef for ts  wi l l  be made to improve data avai labi l i ty,  inc luding 
disaggregated data,  but  the development of  the VNR repor t 
provided a strong contr ibut ion to this  process. 

Current ly,  local- level  involvement in  the SDGs is  through 
dedicated programs focused on speci f ic  goals .  Speci f ic 
act iv i t ies  at  th is  level  inc lude,  for  example,  oppor tunit ies 
to  foster  data-dr iven innovat ion in  the publ ic  sector  as  wel l 
as  improving infrastructure and the accessibi l i ty  of  state 
and local  government ser v ices to  the populat ion.  Other 
areas include a focus on the SDGs on transpor tat ion,  waste 
treatment,  housing and energy.  The repor t  a lso ment ions 
that  the low level  of  publ ic  interest  in  local  governance 
compared to the nat ional  government is  a  par t icular 
chal lenge.
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KAZAKHSTAN       

In  2019,  Kazakhstan submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .  

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Chaired by the Pr ime Minister,  the Coordinat ion Board on 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs)  coordinates the 
integrat ion and implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda in  the 
countr y. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the government’s  commitment  to 
the creat ion of  an enabl ing environment for  SDG 
implementat ion that  faci l i tates  contr ibut ions f rom al l 
stakeholders  in  society.  The repor t  is  unclear  in  terms of 
what  stakeholder  engagement entai ls .  Never theless,  i t  notes 
stakeholder  engagement involves al l  stakeholders,  inc luding 
the pr ivate sector,  academia and c iv i l  society  to  contr ibute 
to  achieving the nat ional  development pr ior i t ies . 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Kazakhstan assessed the level  to  which the SDGs and 
targets  have been integrated into nat ional  p lanning 
documents  and ident i f ied gaps using the Rapid Integrated 
Assessment  tool . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
According to the repor t ,  the 2030 Agenda coincides 
with the countr y ’s  pr ior i t ies  as  ident i f ied in  the Strategy 
Kazakhstan—2050,  and the fol lowing medium-term 
development plans such as the 2025 Strategic  Development 
P lan,  the P lan of  the Nat ion,  “ 100 Concrete Steps to 
Implement  F ive Inst i tut ional  Reforms,”  the F ive Social 

In i t iat ives  of  the Head of  State and the Nat ional  Ident i ty 
Program. These programs and in i t iat ives  are aimed at 
creat ing a sustainable economy,  improving qual i ty  of 
l i fe  and strengthening human capital  in  al l  segments 
of  the populat ion.  The repor t  focuses on the no one lef t 
behind pr inciple.  I t  stresses as a central  theme that  the 
pr inciple  should be integrated into nat ional  pol ic y  and 
implementat ion to improve the qual i ty  of  l i fe  of  the ent i re 
populat ion,  especial ly  the most  vulnerable  c i t izens.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has yet  to  select  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs 
(beyond i ts  exist ing pr ior i t ies  as  out l ined in  the nat ional 
strategies  and development plans) .  The current  focus of  the 
countr y  wi l l  be on the process of  nat ional izat ion of  the SDGs 
and on developing implementat ion mechanisms.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews al l  17  SDGs.  I t  provides an in-depth 
over view of  past  t rends suppor ted by data,  re levant 
nat ional  pol ic ies,  a long with in i t iat ives  and addit ional 
act iv i t ies  needed to achieve the SDGs.  The repor t  provides a 
detai led assessment  of  the pr ior i ty  areas,  but  presents  the 
l inkages between them inconsistent ly,  with a greater  focus 
on economic dimensions of  sustainable development.  Pol ic y 
coherence for  sustainable development is  ment ioned.  The 
repor t  makes references l ink ing the SDGs to other  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks and agreements,  such as the 
Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change,  the Sendai  Framework 
for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion and the Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  strongly  emphasizes  the pr inciple  of  leaving 
no one behind and the issues of  social  inc lusion and 
protect ion.  I t  provides a detai led over view of  the chal lenges 
facing women,  chi ldren,  the poor  and people with 
disabi l i t ies ,  migrants  and pover ty  in  rural  areas across a 
range of  areas such as income,  educat ion,  employment and 
health.  For  each SDG,  the repor t  provides current  t rends, 
a  detai led assessment  of  current  legis lat ion,  pol ic ies  and 
programs and where addit ional  ef for ts  are needed.  The 
repor t  notes the impor tance of  improving social  protect ion 
and addressing the chal lenges facing chi ldren and women. 
I t  a lso stresses that  pover ty  in  rural  areas is  a  ser ious issue 
and enl ists  the countr y ’s  ef for t  to  combat this  chal lenge.
  
AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  awareness-rais ing on the SDGs has 
occurred,  most ly  focusing on speci f ic  aspects  of  the goals , 
such as on SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty) ,  SDG 6 (c lean water  and 
sanitat ion)  and SDG 13  (c l imate change).  The repor t  stresses 
that  local izat ion is  an emerging act iv i ty,  one that  wi l l  be 
cr i t ical  to  leave no one behind. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Preparing data for  the SDGs was led by an interagenc y 

working group with members f rom the government 

agencies,  c iv i l  society,  internat ional  organizat ions,  the 

pr ivate sector  and independent  exper ts .  The process 

was overseen by the Committee on Stat ist ics  of  the 

Ministr y  of  Nat ional  Economy.  Data were col lected 

from several  sources such as government bodies, 

interagenc y working groups,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions 

and internat ional  organizat ions. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  provides l imited information about  the planned 
implementat ion of  the SDGs.  I t  stresses the integrat ion of 
the SDGs into nat ional  p lanning documents.  I t  emphasizes 
the impor tance of  stakeholder  involvement dur ing the 
implementat ion.  Whi le  the repor t  does not  provide detai ls 
on f inancial  a l locat ions and budget ing in  the countr y,  i t 
provides detai ls  on the countr y ’s  contr ibut ion to promote 
sustainable development and the SDGs in  other  countr ies 
through development assistance.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  provides a detai led over view of  the current 
status of  data avai labi l i ty,  data col lect ion and preparat ion 
for  the VNR and gaps in  data avai labi l i ty  and levels  of 
d isaggregat ion.  The nat ional  SDG monitor ing and repor t ing 
system consists  of  two main e lements:  the incorporat ion 
of  ident i f ied SDG indicators  into nat ional  p lanning system 
documents  and off ic ia l  stat ist ics .  The data are publ ished on 
the off ic ia l  websites  of  state bodies  in  the form of  stat ist ics 
and conclusions based on monitor ing and evaluat ion of 
strategic  documents  and programs.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  recognizes that  SDG implementat ion 
requires  contr ibut ions f rom a wide range of  stakeholders, 
i t  is  l imited in  terms of  information on mult i -stakeholder 
par tnerships and speci f ic  contr ibut ions by non-state actors.
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KUWAIT       

In  2019,  Kuwait  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS 
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  establ ished the Nat ional  Sustainable 
Development Committee and Nat ional  Obser vator y  on 
Sustainable Development to  lead and coordinate the 
integrat ion of  the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs) 
into nat ional  f rameworks and lead the implementat ion 
process.  Representat ion from civ i l  society  such as the 
Society  for  the Protect ion of  the Environment,  Kuwait 
Society  of  Engineers  and Kuwait  Economic Society,  as  wel l 
as  the pr ivate sector  such as the Chamber of  Commerce 
and a number of  nat ional  companies are involved in 
planning and implementat ion of  SDGs.  The Nat ional 
Sustainable Development Committee has devised a working 
method and a coordinat ion mechanism and has been 
meet ing on a regular  basis ,  fo l lowing up on the respect ive 
SDGs goals  and targets  and providing advisor y  input  on 
implementat ion and integrat ion as re levant  and required.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  stresses that  engaging government ent i t ies , 
c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate sector  and other  stakeholders  at 
both the pol ic y  and inst i tut ional  levels  is  impor tant  for 
SDG integrat ion and nat ional izat ion.  I t  a lso ment ions the 
need for  al locat ing resources for  advocac y and consensus 
bui ld ing.  Also,  d iscussions with c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate 
sector  and academia were conducted to assist  with 
inst i tut ional izat ion effor ts  to  al ign nat ional  development 
plans with the SDGs and inform implementat ion.

POLICIES
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  does not  provide detai ls  about  whether  a gap 
analys is  for  SDGs was carr ied out  in  the countr y. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The countr y  off ic ia l ly  adopted the SDGs in  September 2015 
and integrated them into i ts  f i rst  nat ional  development 
plan,  Kuwait  Vis ion 2035.  This  process was fol lowed by 
more in-depth integrat ion into the nat ional  inst i tut ional 
development f ramework,  budget  and nat ional  governance 
structure.  The countr y  also l inked the core pr inciples  of 
sustainabi l i ty  such as economic,  social  and environmental 
sustainabi l i ty  with the seven pi l lars  of  the countr y ’s  v is ion. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  integrated the SDGs and nat ional ized 

the 2030 Agenda into nat ional  p lanning documents 

and the budget.  The SDGs were l inked to the 5  Ps—

People,  Prosper i ty,  P lanet ,  Peace and Par tnership—

as presented in  the countr y ’s  development plans. 

Within these pr inciples,  seven pi l lars  guided the SDG 

nat ional izat ion and implementat ion processes.  This 

al lows the countr y  to  create concrete l inkages between 

SDGs and nat ional  and subnat ional  strategies  as wel l 

as  guide their  implementat ion. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has nat ional ized the 2030 Agenda based on 
the pr inciples  ar t iculated in  the countr y ’s  development 
f ramework.  Pr ior i t ies  are s i tuated around the themes of 
people,  prosper i ty,  p lanet ,  peace and par tnership. 
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INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  provides a detai led examinat ion of  the 
SDGs,  paying equal  attent ion to economic,  social  and 
environmental  d imensions of  sustainable development.  For 
each SDG,  current  pol ic y  and effor ts  to  address the goal 
are included as wel l .  The repor t  does not  refer  to  pol ic y 
coherence for  sustainable development but  ment ions 
several  ef for ts  to  ensure coherence across di f ferent  goal 
areas.  The repor t  expl ic i t ly  l inks  the Par is  Agreement on 
Cl imate Change to the SDGs.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The countr y  provides a br ief  over view of  the current 
s i tuat ion of  vulnerable  groups in  the countr y.  I t  l is ts  current 
pol ic ies  and in i t iat ives  that  the countr y  has taken to 
improve the s i tuat ion of  vulnerable  groups.  I t  a lso stresses 
the impor tance of  ensur ing access to  jobs and educat ion, 
especial ly  on technology-related issues,  to  help people get 
jobs. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The countr y  has invested s igni f icant ly  in  rais ing awareness 
among al l  nat ional  par tners  regarding the transformative 
aspects  of  the 2030 Agenda.  These awareness-rais ing 
effor ts  were targeted to work together  with c iv i l  society 
through speci f ic  projects  and the ul t imate purpose of 
leaving no one behind. 

In  terms of  local izat ion,  the repor t  descr ibes projects 
target ing speci f ic  SDGs implemented at  the local  level . 
The repor t  stresses the need for  fur ther  col laborat ion with 
local  governments  to  assist  with the development of  local 
industr ies  and with the promotion of  smal l  and medium 
enterpr ises  in  the countr y. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS 
There was l imited information on the role  of 
par l iamentar ians in  the formation of  par tnerships.  The 
repor t  ment ions that  the government works together  with 
c iv i l  society  through projects  to  assist  in  achieving the SDGs. 
For  example,  Kuwait i  c iv i l  society  suppor ts  the organizat ion 

of  the Kuwait  Food Bank,  which assists  thousands of 
fami l ies ,  the e lder ly,  and orphans in  need.  The repor t  noted 
the role  of  the Kuwait  Pol ic y  Centre  in  bui ld ing par tnerships 
around research and academic inst i tut ions,  c iv i l  society 
organizat ions and regional  and internat ional  inst i tut ions.  

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The countr y  has begun to prepare the process for  SDG 
implementat ion.  Nat ional- level  cost ing needs have 
been ident i f ied.  The repor t  a lso presents  the countr y ’s 
involvement in  suppor t ing development in i t iat ives  on the 
SDGs in  other  countr ies  with f inancial  suppor t .  The countr y 
does not  l is t  future commitments  for  overseas development 
assistance in  the context  of  the SDGs.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The repor t  provides information on the current  status of 
data avai labi l i ty,  ef for ts  to  improve data avai labi l i ty  and 
nat ional  repor t ing on the implementat ion of  the 2030 
Agenda.  I t  acknowledges that  the countr y  faces chal lenges 
in  terms of  the l imited avai labi l i ty  of  stat ist ics  and data. 
This  presents  a chal lenge in  repor t ing progress on the 
per formance of  a l l  SDGs.  The countr y  is  p lanning to address 
this  by issuing a pol ic y  on inst i tut ional  information shar ing 
and disseminat ion at  al l  levels  to  improve access to  exist ing 
data.
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MONGOLIA         

In  2019,  Mongol ia  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Strengthening the inst i tut ional  f ramework for  the planning 
and implementat ion of  the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  is  one of  the countr y ’s  key pr ior i t ies .  Pol i t ical 
instabi l i ty  as  a result  of  f requent  changes in  the government 
has been a major  obstacle  in  ensur ing inst i tut ional  suppor t 
to  SDG implementat ion.  A working group headed by the 
Nat ional  Development Agenc y has been establ ished. 
This  working group consists  of  representat ives f rom the 
government,  c iv i l  society,  academia and the pr ivate sector. 
Also,  an advocac y team created within the working group 
was mandated to raise publ ic  awareness of  the SDGs.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The VNR process was used as a vehic le  to  engage 
stakeholders  on the re levance of  the SDGs for  the 
countr y.  The process also informed stakeholders  about 
implementat ion.  Nat ional  consultat ions occurred in  2018 
and 2019 convening over  100 par t ic ipants  to  determine the 
content  and scope of  the repor t  and to provide feedback on 
the draf t  repor t .

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  does not  inc lude any reference to a gap analys is .
 
INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The SDGs are incorporated into nat ional  strategies.  In 
l ine with the SDGs,  the Par l iament  of  Mongol ia  adopted 
i ts  Sustainable Development Vis ion-2030 in  2016.  This 

document is  a  strategic  pol ic y  document out l in ing the 
countr y ’s  development pr ior i t ies  for  the next  15  years.  This 
document is  a l igned with the SDGs.

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
The c iv i l  society  repor t  stresses that  the integrat ion 

of  the SDGs into nat ional  f rameworks is  advanced.  I t 

states  implementing the SDGs requires  broad inclusion 

in  the development pol ic ies  and def in ing targets  and 

indicators.  I t  a lso recommends proper  measurement 

of  implementat ion and the establ ishment of  a  mult i -

stakeholder  consultat ion mechanism for  solv ing pol ic y 

conf l icts  and contradict ions within and between 

sectors. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs are being developed.  The 

countr y  has already selected pr ior i t ies  for  speci f ic  SDGs, 
such as SDG 1  on pover ty,  SDG 2 on zero hunger  and SDG 3 
on health.  These SDGs are highly  re levant  to  the countr y ’s 
strategies. 
 
INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  For  each SDGs,  i t  l is ts  avai lable 
data and l imited information on pol ic y  inter vent ions and 
chal lenges to achieve the SDGs in  the countr y.  The repor t 
has a l imited focus on ident i fy ing l inkages between goal 
areas but  inc ludes a discussion of  domest ic  and foreign 
pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion of  the SDGs.  I t  detai ls 
the ident i f icat ion of  these l inkages as a chal lenge to 
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achieving a shared understanding of  the interdependent 
nature of  the economic,  social  and environmental 
d imensions of  the SDGs and re lated nat ional  pr ior i t ies . 
Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is  advancing 
as a result  of  a  review of  the coherence and integrat ion 
of  shor t-term and medium-term pol ic y  documents  for 
consistenc y.  The repor t  makes l inkages to several  re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks,  inc luding the Addis  Ababa 
Act ion Agenda and the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk 
Reduct ion.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  focuses on the fol lowing vulnerable  groups: 
chi ldren,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  youths between the 
ages of  15  and 24,  herders,  internal  migrants  l iv ing in 
impover ished areas of  the c i ty  and the e lder ly.  I t  provides 
an over view of  data and trends with l imited information on 
effor ts  and pol ic ies  to  improve the s i tuat ion of  vulnerable 
people in  the countr y. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The countr y  organized a number of  awareness-rais ing 
events.  For  example,  at  the f i rst  nat ional- level  d iscussion 
organized in  October  of  2018,  over  100 par t ic ipants  together 
discuss the re levance of  the SDGs for  the countr y  as  wel l 
as  determined the content  and scope of  the VNR repor t . 
There were addit ional  events  to  address speci f ic  SDGs, 
approaches to pol ic y  coherence and monitor ing as wel l  as  a 
review of  the VNR repor t . 

The repor t  notes that  the local izat ion of  the SDGs is  an 
emerging and impor tant  act iv i ty.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  h ighl ights  the impor tance of  working with c iv i l 
society  and pr ivate sectors  in  achieving the SDGs.  The 
repor t  a lso notes the impor tance of  the par t ic ipat ion of 
c iv i l  society  organizat ions in  publ ic  advocac y on the SDGs 
and the independent  evaluat ion of  SDG implementat ion. 
I t  stresses the cr i t ical  nature of  promoting pr ivate sewctor 
par t ic ipat ion (as wel l  as  that  of  the business community) 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  considers  i t  cr i t ical  to  ensure the 

coherence of  the SDGs with shor t  and medium-term 

plans at  nat ional  and local  levels .  Engagement of  local 

government off ic ia ls  with this  process has already 

begun.  The repor t  a lso stresses the need to under take 

reforms to improve the countr y ’s  inst i tut ional 

f ramework fur ther.

through economic act iv i t ies  that  help achieve the SDGs 
on employment and ensure more inclusive growth.  I t 
a lso emphasizes  that  pr ivate f inancing should be much 
better  a l igned with sustainable development and that 
mainstreaming sustainable development in  the operat ions 
of  entrepreneurs  should be encouraged.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  ident i f ies  pol ic y  and planning effor ts  that  the 
countr y  wi l l  bui ld  on to begin the implementat ion of  the 
SDGs.  The repor t  a lso out l ines the potent ial  sources of 
domest ic  and foreign resources to  f inance the SDGs and the 
role  of  technology,  t rade and non-state actors  in  assist ing 
with the implementat ion.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The current  status of  avai lable  data for  SDG 
implementat ion,  inc luding disaggregated data,  is  not 
comprehensive enough to be able  to  track progress with the 
SDGs.  The repor t  speci f ical ly  focuses on the changes needed 
in  terms of  gender -disaggregated data.  I t  stresses that  the 
pol ic y  and legal  f rameworks for  ensur ing gender  equal i ty 
are adequate,  but  implementat ion is  weak.  This  is  mainly 
due to a lack of  gender  sensit iv i ty  in  pol ic ies  and programs, 
weak governance capacity,  a  lack of  gender -disaggregated 
data or  poor  use of  gender -re lated data.  Addressing the 
data gaps in  th is  area is  a  pr ior i ty  for  the future.
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OMAN         

In  2019,  the Sul tanate of  Oman submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United 
Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
A Nat ional  Committee for  the Achievement of  the 
Sustainable Development Goals  was formed as a high-
level  committee including members f rom ministr ies  and 
government bodies,  pr ivate sector  and c iv i l  society  to 
integrate the goals  of  the 2030 Agenda into the nat ional 
agenda.  The General  Secretar iat  of  the Supreme Counci l  for 
P lanning leads this  committee work. 

The countr y  also par t ic ipates in  regional  coordinat ion 
on the SDGs and in  host ing the Gulf  Cooperat ion Counci l 
Stat ist ics  Centre,  which issued i ts  f i rst  repor t  on progress 
within i ts  members.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes that  in  pursuit  of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs),  the sultanate has held panel 
d iscussions,  workshops and dialogue sessions with var ious 
development par tners  represent ing the government,  the 
pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society,  youth,  par l iamentar y and 
academic ent i t ies ,  and internat ional  organizat ions with a 
v iew of  ensur ing community  ownership of  the development 
agenda.  An in i t iat ive ent i t led “Al l  of  Oman” was adopted 
by the sultanate,  a iming to heed the pr ior i t ies  and future 
aspirat ions of  local  communit ies  dur ing the e laborat ion of 
the v is ion document.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  indicates that  an assessment  was carr ied out 
for  a l l  SDGs.  The repor t  indicated a lack of  data for  144 
indicators  and 87 targets. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS 
The SDGs are incorporated into the strategic  development 
plans (2016–2020)  and 2040 Oman Vis ion,  a iming that  SDGs 
become par t  of  the 2040 Vis ion.  The repor t  has references to 
human r ights,  universal i ty,  the leave no one behind pr inciple 
and planetar y boundaries. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
National  pr ior i t ies  ident i f ied by Oman include:  i )  the 
governance of  the administrat ive apparatus;  i i )  resources; 
i i i )  projects ;  iv)  legis lat ive;  v)  judic ial  and overs ight  system; 
and v i )  par tnership and integrat ion of  roles.  Nat ional  target 
indicators  were also developed by the Nat ional  Center  for 
Stat ist ics  and Information.  The centre  computed 100 SDG 
indicators,  represent ing approximately  41% of  the total 
number of  indicators  to  be measured.  These indicators 
correspond to 72 targets  avai lable,  which represent  43% of 
the total .

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews al l  17  SDGs.  Yet ,  there is  no ment ion 
of  l inkages between economic,  social  and environmental 
d imensions in  the analys is  of  goals ,  targets  and indicators. 
Instead,  an overal l  commitment  is  g iven to achieve these 
three dimensions.  S imi lar ly,  no reference is  made to pol ic y 
coherence for  development,  but  the repor t  notes coherence 
at  the level  of  incorporat ion of  the SDGs into Oman’s  2040 
Vis ion.  The repor t  expl ic i t ly  l inks  c l imate change and the 
Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change to the SDGs.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  notes that  Oman’s  determinat ion to achieve the 
goals  and targets  set  out  in  the 2030 Agenda const i tutes 
a natural  extension of  the values and pr inciples  of 
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sustainabi l i ty,  equal i ty,  just ice,  peace engagement and 
leaving no one behind.  Women,  people with disabi l i t ies , 
chi ldren,  e lder ly  and low-income indiv iduals  are l isted 
among the targets  for  leaving no one behind.  Gender -
disaggregated data is  most ly  avai lable.  Programs such as 
social  protect ion are presented to leave no one behind.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
Awareness-rais ing was done through dialogue and 
debate sessions with al l  development par tners  such as 
government,  pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions, 
youth and internat ional  organizat ions to ensure col lect ive 
ownership of  the agenda.  In  terms of  local izat ion,  the 
repor t  refers  to  the leaving no one behind pr inciple  and 
promoting the role  of  governorates and local  communit ies 
throughout  the development process,  star t ing with the 
formulat ion of  strategies  and plans through to the phases 
of  implementat ion,  fo l low-up and review.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  is  l imited in  terms of  the examples i t  provides 
of  d irect  par tnerships and contr ibut ions f rom non-state 
actors.  Some l imited examples of  contr ibut ions by c iv i l 
society  organizat ions are avai lable.  The repor t  a lso notes 
the impor tance of  the pr ivate sector  in  contr ibut ing to a 
product ive and divers i f ied economy.  F inal ly,  the repor t 
h ighl ights  the impor tance of  technical  par tners  in  assist ing 
Oman with i ts  development pr ior i t ies . 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  d iscusses the implementat ion of  a l l  SDGs. 
The main chal lenges in  the implementat ion of  the 2030 
Agenda are world and regional  economic var iat ions and 
divers i f icat ion of  the economy.  The repor t  notes the need for 
a  strong pr ivate sector  to  complete and opt imize resources. 
The repor t  notes the shi f t  towards the appl icat ion of 
program and per formance budgets.  In  addit ion,  13 
government bodies  have budgets  to  implement  the SDGs. 
Measurement and repor t ing
The repor t  h ighl ights  preparat ions for  the 2020 E-Census for 
Populat ion,  Housing and Establ ishments  which wi l l  provide 
data that  meet  the SDG computat ion requirements.  The 
repor t  a lso advises the countr y  aims to bui ld  an integrated 

dashboard-based system to monitor  progress indicators 
at  the level  of  the 2030 Agenda’s  goals  and targets  whi le 
al igning achievements  with nat ional  targets. 
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PAKISTAN          

In  2019,  Pakistan submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  establ ished federal  and provincial  Sustainable 
Development Goal  (SDG) units  to  assist  with implementat ion 
at  al l  administrat ive levels .  Pakistan has also inst i tuted 
monitor ing and evaluat ion processes that  are cr i t ical  for 
suppor t ing the implementat ion of  the SDGs,  ensur ing 
hor izontal  and ver t ical  coordinat ion,  and strengthening 
col laborat ions with development par tners.  Par l iamentar y 
taskforces are operat ing in  nat ional  and provincial 
assembl ies. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  out l ines a broad-based stakeholder  engagement 
process.  This  process has already involved al l  stakeholders 
who can contr ibute to  achieving nat ional  development 
pr ior i t ies ,  inc luding the pr ivate sector,  academia and c iv i l 
society.  Several  advocac y and awareness inter vent ions 
were conducted across the countr y.  F inal ly,  a  wide range 
of  stakeholders  par t ic ipated in  VNR consultat ions at  the 
federal ,  provincial  and federal ly  administered-area levels .

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
A gap assessment  was carr ied out  for  some SDGs.  A 
strategic  foresight  workshop in  Balochistan brought 
together  a wide range of  stakeholders,  inc luding senior 
government off ic ia ls ,  to  par t ic ipate in  innovat ive strategic 
planning and gap analys is  to  ident i fy  needed pol ic ies  and 
solut ions.  A mult i -stakeholder  workshop in  the province 
highl ighted the need to integrate the SDGs into agr iculture 

and natural  resource management for  ef fect ive publ ic 
p lanning. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The 12th F ive-Year  P lan and provincial  medium-term 
development strategies  were adjusted to incorporate the 
SDGs.  These plans are current ly  al l  a l igned with the 2030 
Agenda. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
While  al l  goals  wi l l  be worked on s imultaneously  in 

the countr y,  Pakistan has ident i f ied nat ional  pr ior i t ies . 

Categor y 1  goals  require  immediate attent ion to 

achieve results  that  wi l l  catalyze the way for  achieving 

the remaining goals .  The framework has three 

categories. 

Categor y 1 :  SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) ,  SDG 3 (Good Health 

and Wel l -Being),  SDG 4 (Qual i ty  Educat ion) ,  SDG 6 

(Clean Water  and Sanitat ion) ,  SDG 7 (Affordable and 

Clean Energy) ,  SDG 8 (Decent  Work and Economic 

Growth)  and SDG 16 (Peace,  Just ice  and Strong 

Inst i tut ions) . 

Categor y 2  goals  are:  SDG 1  (no pover ty) ,  SDG 5 

(gender  equal i ty) ,  SDG 9 ( industr y,  innovat ion and 

infrastructure) ,  SDG 10 (reduced inequal i t ies) ,  SDG 

1 1  (sustainable c i t ies  and communit ies) ,  and SDG 17 

(par tnerships for  the goals) . 

F inal ly,  categor y 3  inc ludes the fol lowing SDGs:  SDG 

12  (responsible  consumption and product ion) ,  SDG 13 

(c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 14 ( l i fe  below water) ,  and SDG 15 

( l i fe  on land).
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NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  pr ior i t izes  and nat ional izes  the SDGs using a 
pragmatic  f ramework based on consultat ions held in  2017. 
In  terms of  speci f ic  pr ior i t ies ,  the repor t  emphasizes  the 
impor tance of  reducing pover ty  and chi ld  stunt ing,  improve 
transparenc y and accountabi l i ty,  and promote gender 
equal i ty  and women’s  empowerment. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  a subset  of  goals .  I t  g ives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development but  provides l imited reference to 
l inkages between goals .  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable 
development is  not  discussed in  the repor t .  However,  i t  does 
make l inkages to several  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks, 
inc luding the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion, 
the Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty  and the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The state of  avai lable  data to leave no one behind is 
unclear  f rom the repor t .  The repor t  notes that  several 
in i t iat ives  and programs are being implemented in  the 
countr y.  I t  a lso speci f ical ly  out l ines vulnerable  groups such 
as people affected by pover ty,  the e lder ly,  women,  chi ldren 
and people with disabi l i t ies .  Information on the results  of 
ef for ts  to  leave no one behind is  not  avai lable. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Star t ing from the Local  Government Summit  in  2017,  several 
events  have been arranged to raise awareness among 
grassroots- level  publ ic  off ic ia ls  and par l iamentar ians about 
pr ior i t iz ing the SDGs in  response to local  needs.  The repor t 
states  that  c iv i l  society  organizat ions and academia ful ly 
suppor t  SDG implementat ion. 

The provinces have establ ished technical  committees and 
thematic  c lusters  to  assist  in  contextual iz ing the goals 
to  local  s i tuat ions.  The nominat ion of  focal  persons to 
lead SDG local izat ion and implementat ion at  al l  levels  of 
government helps distr ict  author i t ies  l ink  their  pr ior i t ies 

with the 2030 Agenda.  This  inst i tut ional  arrangement has 
been key in  guiding the al ignment of  federal  and provincial 
nat ional  pol ic ies,  sectoral  p lans and growth strategies  with 
the 2030 Agenda.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Pakistan’s  par l iament  created the f i rst  SDG Task Force in 
the world.  The Pakistan Inst i tute  of  Par l iamentar y Ser v ices 
organized mult ip le  sessions on the goals  of  par l iamentar y 
taskforces.  Pakistan’s  academic community  is  increasingly 
involved with the SDGs and effor ts  are under way to involve 
the research community  in  the monitor ing and evaluat ion of 
the SDGs. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  ident i f ies  several  chal lenges the countr y  is 
facing.  I t  stresses that  the countr y  is  committed to ensur ing 
that  inst i tut ional  arrangements  and pol ic ies  promote 
growth and sustainable development.  The countr y  wi l l  work 
through innovat ive f inancing models .  I t  wi l l  a lso develop 
synergies  and c lear ly  def ine roles  and responsibi l i t ies  at 
the federal ,  provincial  and local  levels .  Pakistan wi l l  a lso 
bui ld  robust  par tnerships among al l  stakeholders  and seek 
technology transfers  f rom developed economies. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The Pakistan Bureau of  Stat ist ics  is  the countr y ’s  focal 
inst i tut ion responsible  for  col lect ing data,  coordinat ing 
with federal  and provincial  agencies  on data col lect ion 
and repor t ing progress on the SDGs.  The avai labi l i ty  of 
d isaggregated data is  one of  the impor tant  responsibi l i t ies 
of  the Bureau.  Four  technical  subcommittees were 
establ ished to review and f inal ize  data col lect ion 
instruments  and the calculat ion of  indicators  based on an 
internat ional ly  accepted methodology.  The pr ior i ty  areas 
for  data col lect ion and trend analyses are those re lated to 
educat ion,  health,  nutr i t ion and gender  equal i ty,  water  and 
sanitat ion,  pover ty  and labour  and employment.  Through 
a broad consultat ive process,  these subcommittees have 
approved data col lect ion and sur vey methodologies  to 
improve the val id i ty  and re l iabi l i ty  of  data.
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PHILIPPINES           

In  2019,  the Phi l ippines submitted i ts  second voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United 
Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development  (HLPF) .  The countr y  submitted i ts  f i rs t 
repor t  in  2016.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Since the adopt ion of  the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs),  the Phi l ippine government has been sett ing up the 
pol ic y  and enabl ing environment for  i ts  implementat ion, 
as  wel l  as  compi l ing and analyz ing data for  monitor ing the 
countr y ’s  condit ions on the SDGs.  The Nat ional  Economic 
and Development Author i ty  is  the cabinet- level  agenc y 
responsible  for  development and planning in  the countr y.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the government’s  commitment  to  creat ing 
an enabl ing environment for  SDG implementat ion that 
faci l i tates  contr ibut ions f rom al l  stakeholders.  The repor t 
states  that ,  based on the cr i t ical  ro le  of  non-government 
and pr ivate organizat ions in  the attainment  of  the SDGs,  the 
subcommittee on the SDGs shal l  hold stakeholder  chambers 
to  br ing together  non-governmental  and pr ivate sector 
in i t iat ives  and direct  these projects  to  current  development 
gaps. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Two assessments  have been carr ied out .  The analyses 
most ly  focused on gaps in  f inancing,  governance and some 
gaps in  achieving speci f ic  SDGs.  These included gaps in 
the use of  development assistance to address subnat ional 
development gaps and gaps in  information about  the 
act iv i t ies  of  c iv i l  society  organizat ions and pr ivate sector 
projects .  The gap analys is  a lso measured the overal l 

engagement in  SDG implementat ion and gaps in  the 
capacit ies  of  local i t ies  and community  members to  plan and 
implement  the SDGs. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The countr y ’s  long-term development aspirat ions are 
presented in  the Nat ional  Development Long-Term Plan 
2040,  which is  based on inputs  f rom a nat ionwide sur vey 
conducted in  late  2015.  At  the same t ime,  as  the SDGs were 
adopted,  the countr y  craf ted the Phi l ippine Development 
P lan 2017–2022.  The pr ior i t ies  and act ions l isted in  the 
Phi l ippine Development P lan incorporate the SDGs. 
Execut ive Order  No.  27  s .  2017  mandated the integrat ion of 
the plan across government agencies,  inc luding local- level 
agencies. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has selected nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs. 
Nat ional  targets  were selected that  set  the pathway and the 
required pace of  progress.  These targets  are included in  the 
results  matr ices,  a  companion document of  the countr y ’s 
development plans. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  provides a review of  a  l imited set  of  SDGs.  These 
include:  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 8 (decent  work and 
economic growth),  SDG 10 (reduced inequal i t ies) ,  SDG 13 
(c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 14 ( l i fe  below water) ,  SDG 15  ( l i fe  on 
land),  SDG 16 (peace,  just ice  and strong inst i tut ions) ,  and 
SDG 17  (par tnerships for  the goals) .  The repor t  inc ludes 
a detai led examinat ion of  those in  the repor t  and pays 
equal  attent ion to economic,  social  and environmental 
d imensions,  though there are l imited references to l inkages 
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between the goals .  For  the SDGs examined,  the repor t 
reviews pr ior i ty  pol ic y  areas,  current  in i t iat ives  and gaps 
and needed act ions.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable 
development is  d iscussed and the repor t  focuses on l ink ing 
the SDGs to other  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks and 
agreements  such as the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change 
and the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The countr y ’s  development plan is  strongly  focused on 
enhancing the social  fabr ic  and reducing inequal i ty.  This 
requires  br inging together  several  SDGs including SDG 
1  (no pover ty) ,  SDG 2 (zero hunger) ,  SDG 3 (good health 
and wel l -being),  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 5 (gender 
equal i ty) ,  SDG 8 (decent  work and economic growth)  and 
SDG 1 1  (sustainable c i t ies  and communit ies) .  The ident i f ied 
vulnerable  groups include farmers and landless  rural 
workers,  ar t isanal  f isher folk ,  migrant  workers,  workers  in 
the informal  sector,  women,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  senior 
c i t izens,  v ict ims of  calamit ies  and disasters ,  youth and 
students,  chi ldren and the urban poor.  The repor t  provides 
an over view of  social  programs and legis lat ion focused on 
some of  the vulnerable  groups such as women,  people with 
disabi l i t ies  and chi ldren.  I t  a lso provides a detai led over view 
of  the countr y ’s  pol ic ies  and legis lat ion. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The VNR consultat ions of  the countr y  provided input  f rom 
di f ferent  stakeholders  and created demand for  information 
on the nat ional  implementat ion of  the SDGs and spaces for 
par t ic ipat ion. 

The repor t  provides information on the speci f ic  ro le  of 
local  governments  in  real iz ing the SDGs.  I t  states  that  the 
pr ior i t ies  and act ions l isted in  the nat ional  p lan incorporate 
the SDGs and were integrated across the local  level 
government agencies. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The government is  p lanning pledging sessions where non-
governmental  and pr ivate sector  organizat ions s igni fy 

their  commitment  to  achieving speci f ic  SDGs.  The VNR 
descr ibed the role  of  c iv i l  society  and the pr ivate sector  in 
implementing the SDGs.  Examples of  par tnerships include 
youth training programs,  her i tage projects ,  domest ic  pr ivate 
investment  and the explorat ion of  new business models . 
More companies are interested in  par t ic ipat ing in  hir ing 
programs and col laborat ing with government,  c iv i l  society 
and other  organizat ions.  There was no information on the 
par tnerships involv ing par l iamentar ians or  academia.

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
Civi l  society  is  cal l ing for  consistent  and re l iable  data 

from the government through the cooperat ion and 

cross-checking of  data from dif ferent  government 

agencies.  Civ i l  society  strongly  recommends the 

development of  d isaggregated data for  each of  the 

di f ferent  sectors  to  al low considerat ion of  the di f ferent 

s i tuat ions of  each group when implementing the SDGs. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The countr y  focused on ident i fy ing potent ial  sources of 
f inancing to implement  the SDGs.  Some of  the costs  for  the 
implementat ion at  the countr y- level  have been attr ibuted. 
The repor t  states  that  domest ic  resources dominate the 
Phi l ippines’  f inancing landscape,  with domest ic  publ ic 

f inancing and domest ic  pr ivate investment  each account ing 
for  over  a third of  a l l  resources.  I t  a lso ment ions that  the 
countr y  is  the largest  rec ipient  of  remittances in  the region 
and direct ing these funds to SDG-suppor t ive act iv i t ies  is 
imperat ive.  F inal ly,  in  terms of  the al locat ion of  overseas 
development assistance,  the overal l  budget  is  decreasing. 
At  the same t ime,  a  study on Total  Off ic ia l  Suppor t  for 
Sustainable Development under taken by the countr y  in 
2017  as a pi lot ,  states  that ,  for  the Phi l ippines,  overseas 
development assistance remains a v i tal  f inancing source for 
invest ing in  the SDGs. 	
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MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  states  that  the Phi l ippine Stat ist ics  Author i ty 
monitors  the Tier  1  indicators  through i ts  SDG Watch.  I t 
a lso stresses that  pr ior i ty  should be placed on bui ld ing 
out  an appropriate data monitor ing system to suppor t 
the accountabi l i ty  mechanism.  The mechanisms must  be 
responsive to the demand for  disaggregated data and 
ensure the t imel iness of  data col lect ion so that  pol ic y  and 
program designs benef i t  f rom up-to-date information.  The 
countr y  wi l l  use the SDGs Annex of  the Phi l ippines Annual 
Socioeconomic Repor t  to  repor t  on the progress on the SDGs 
as wel l  as  on the countr y ’s  development plan.  The repor t  is 
current ly  being developed. 
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TIMOR-LESTE           

In  2019,  T imor -Leste  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  fu l ly  endorsed the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  and integrated them into i ts  development 
plan.  A Strategic  Development P lan Working Group was set 
up to lead the planning and implementat ion of  the SDGs.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The countr y  made effor ts  to  engage c i t izens in  the 
development of  the nat ional  strategy and to improve 
understanding of  the SDGs.  Dur ing these engagement 
ef for ts ,  issues such as f inancing,  monitor ing and 
accelerat ing progress on sustainable development in  the 
countr y  were discussed.  Addit ional  ef for ts  were made to 
consult  a  wide group of  stakeholders  and indiv iduals  in  the 
process of  developing the VNR repor t .

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Based on the VNR repor t ,  no information is  avai lable  about 
whether  the gap or  basel ine analys is  was carr ied out . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The Strategic  Development P lan internal izes  the SDGs and 
sets  out  pr ior i t ies  for  sustainable and inclusive development 
in  the countr y.  The plan’s  pr imar y focus is  to  promote the 
development of  inst i tut ions,  suppor t  economic growth 
and increase social  inc lusion.  The Strategic  Development 
P lan also out l ines a set  of  inter vent ions aimed at  bui ld ing 
social  capital  and invest ing in  infrastructure and economic 
development. 

The repor t  refers  to  the pr inciple  of  leaving no one behind 
as core to nat ional  values and the basis  of  the nat ional 
strategic  development plan. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  set  out  the basic  f ramework with cr i t ical 
pr ior i t ies  for  nat ional iz ing the 2030 Agenda.  The Strategic 
Development P lan ident i f ies  three core areas,  which include 
the development of  inst i tut ions,  suppor t  for  economic 
growth and increased social  inc lusion.  Of  these three areas, 
bui ld ing human capital  is  considered most  crucial .  Thus, 
SDGs that  address this  aspect  are the most  re levant  for  the 
countr y.  They include SDG 1  (no pover ty) ,  SDG 4 (qual i ty 
educat ion)  and SDG 8 (decent  work and economic growth). 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews current  data and trends,  pol ic y  pr ior i ty 
areas and ongoing in i t iat ives  in  the countr y  in  the context 
of  re levant  SDGs.  I t  provides a goal-by-goal  analys is  with 
an annex l ist ing the data for  avai lable  indicators.  The 
repor t  provides equal  attent ion to economic,  social  and 
environmental  d imensions,  but  with l imited reference to 
l inkages between the dimensions in  the analys is  of  goals 
and targets.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development 
is  not  ment ioned.  Whi le  the repor t  does not  inc lude the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change,  i t  stresses the impor tance 
of  addressing c l imate change s ince the countr y  is  a  smal l 
is land and vulnerable  to  natural  and c l imate hazards. 
Cl imate change wi l l  af fect  a l l  coastal  communit ies  and key 
sectors,  such as agr iculture.  The repor t  strongly  stresses 
that  c l imate-proof ing investments  and infrastructure whi le 
at  the same t ime promoting c l imate adaptat ion are cr i t ical 
for  environmental  sustainabi l i ty  and res i l ience.  I t  a lso 
makes l inkages to the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk 
Reduct ion and to the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda.
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has a strong emphasis  on leaving no one behind 
and addresses the issue of  human capital  development 
and social  inc lusion.  The countr y  adopted key legal 
instruments  to  promote inclusion,  representat ion and the 
par t ic ipat ion of  women,  youth and the e lder ly.  Pover ty 
reduct ion effor ts  were pr ior i t ized and implemented ear ly 
on by the government,  inc luding cash transfers  to  veterans 
and vulnerable  groups.  The repor t  stressed the impor tance 
of  cont inuing to resource and extend programs to suppor t 
remote rural  areas,  people and chi ldren with disabi l i t ies , 
informal  workers  and young mothers.  These groups were 
ident i f ied as being the fur thest  behind.  Greater  ef for t  is 
needed to mit igate dispar i t ies  between munic ipal i t ies  and 
rural  and urban areas,  to  ensure remote health ser v ices are 
fu l ly  equipped and to increase investments  in  infrastructure. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  does not  provide information on the speci f ic 
ro le  of  local  governments  in  real iz ing the SDGs,  though i t 
does note that  future monitor ing frameworks would need 
to be l inked to subnat ional  ent i t ies  to  integrate local  data. 
In  terms of  awareness-rais ing,  engagement on the nat ional 
strategy contr ibuted to awareness of  the SDGs.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  provides information on par tnerships between 
c iv i l  society  and government.  I t  a lso stated the government 
launched a Social  Audit  In i t iat ive to  help c iv i l  society 
organizat ions monitor  investments  in  social  ser v ices.  The 
repor t  noted the cr i t ical  stage of  T imor -Leste’s  development 
and the need for  cont inued par tnerships to  leverage access 
to  domest ic  and internat ional  resources. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  stresses that  the countr y  has l imited inst i tut ional 
capacity.  Weak human resources remain key obstacles  in 
bui ld ing accountable,  t ransparent  and effect ive inst i tut ions 
and thus hinder  the countr y ’s  ef for ts  to  implement  the 
SDGs.  Never theless,  a  budgetar y governance roadmap was 
developed to suppor t  the implementat ion of  the Strategic 
Development P lan. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The budgetar y governance roadmap suppor ts  the 

implementat ion of  the Strategic  Development P lan 

and,  thus,  the SDGs in  the countr y.  The roadmap 

connects  the Strategic  Development P lan by l ink ing 

the targets  of  the plan to budget  structures and funds 

for  the annual  budget  c ycle.  Al l  future government 

programs wi l l  be al igned with the Strategic 

Development P lan and therefore the SDGs. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  emphasizes  that  progress has been made to 
disaggregate data.  However,  more investment  is  needed 
to ensure al l  sur vey data can be disaggregated by income, 
gender,  age,  migrator y  status,  d isabi l i ty,  social  grouping 
and geographical  locat ion. 
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TURKEY           

In  2019,  Turkey submitted i ts  second voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .  Turkey ’s  f i rs t  repor t  was submitted in  2016.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The planning and implementat ion of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs)  are led by an exist ing agenc y, 
the Presidenc y of  Strategy and Budget,  which is  a lso in 
charge of  preparing nat ional  development plans.  The 
process of  SDG integrat ion began with the president ’s 
cal l  for  a l l  government ent i t ies  to  par t ic ipate.  Current ly, 
however,  there is  no regular ly  managed inst i tut ional 
structure in  place that  is  associated with the SDGs. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the government’s  commitment  to 
the creat ion of  an enabl ing environment for  SDG 
implementat ion that  faci l i tates  contr ibut ions f rom al l 
stakeholders  in  society.  Through broad-based stakeholder 
engagement,  th is  process has involved al l  stakeholders, 
inc luding the pr ivate sector,  academia and c iv i l  society. 
Through the VNR consultat ion,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions 
ident i f ied ways to improve engagement going for ward.  The 
repor t  does not  present  detai ls  in  th is  regard. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
An assessment  has been carr ied out  for  some SDGs.  The 
current  s i tuat ion and gap assessment  were ident i f ied as 
being under  the super vis ion of  the Presidenc y of  Strategy 
and Budget  with the Presidenc y as the coordinat ing 
inst i tut ion.  Future steps and recommendations were e l ic i ted 
in  a transparent  procedure by local  administrat ions,  pr ivate 
sector,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions and academia as par t  of 
preparing the VNR repor t . 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
In  Turkey ’s  VNR repor t ,  the outcomes of  the gap 

analys is  are summarized in  a heat  map.  Turkey ’s  SDG 

heat  map reveals  that  in  terms of  pol ic y—strategy, 

more than half  of  the SDGs have been reached to 

a medium-advanced level  and the rest  are at  the 

medium level .  In  terms of  legis lat ion,  the number of 

medium-advanced level  SDGs has reached 10. 	

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
Turkey prefers  implementing and monitor ing the SDGs 
using a hol ist ic  approach by integrat ing them into nat ional 
development plans and sectoral  strategies.  The process 
of  integrat ing the SDGs into nat ional  strategies  and 
development plans is  complete but  fur ther  ef for ts  are 
needed on the sectoral  and subnat ional  levels . 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has yet  to  select  nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs 
beyond i ts  exist ing pr ior i t ies ,  as  out l ined in  the Nat ional 
Strategy for  Development. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions 
of  sustainable development.  The repor t  is  weak in  terms 
of  ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas.  The repor t 
inc ludes a discussion of  domest ic  and foreign pol ic ies 
that  suppor t  the real izat ion of  the SDGs,  par t icular ly  in 
terms of  Turkey ’s  role  in  host ing refugees.  Indeed,  pol ic y 
coherence for  sustainable development is  d iscussed in 
terms of  the countr y ’s  role  in  the migrat ion cr is is  in  Europe. 
The repor t  makes l inkages to several  re levant  internat ional 
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f rameworks,  inc luding the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda, 
aid ef fect iveness and development ef fect iveness agendas, 
the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  the 
Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty  and the Par is  Agreement 
on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  has an emphasis  on leaving no one behind with 
ident i f ied vulnerable  groups such as women,  chi ldren, 
migrants,  refugees,  the poor  and informal  workers.  Data is 
presented with an assessment  of  current  legis lat ion,  pol ic ies 
and programs and areas where addit ional  ef for ts  are 
needed going for ward.  The repor t  d iscusses the impor tance 
of  addressing the pover ty  gap in  the countr y.  S igni f icant 
progress has been achieved over  the past  10  years,  with 
several  pol ic ies  and social  programs,  wage subsidies 
and social  secur i ty  premium incent ives being provided to 
women,  young people and minimum-wage earners.  There 
is  st i l l  a  need to implement  pol ic ies  to  improve income 
distr ibut ion.  The repor t  a lso ment ions that  more data 
disaggregat ion concerning the poorest  groups is  needed to 
assist  with designing pol ic y. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The countr y  has conducted a training program on SDGs 
for  al l  publ ic  agencies,  academics and pr ivate sector 
representat ives to  improve their  understanding of  the 2030 
Agenda and to gather  ideas for  better  integrat ion of  the 
goals  into the development approach and pol ic y  choices.  A 
workshop under  the theme “Results-Oriented Management 
for  Agenda 2030” was also held in  2018 to introduce 
innovat ive and hol ist ic  tools  and methods for  planning, 
monitor ing and repor t ing the implementat ion of  the 2030 
Agenda.  In  addit ion,  many act iv i t ies  are under taken by 
publ ic  agencies,  the pr ivate sector,  local  governments  and 
their  unions,  univers i t ies  and c iv i l  society  organizat ions to 
create awareness on the SDGs. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
Turkey ’s  repor t  provided detai led information on 
par tnerships with c iv i l  society  organizat ions,  the pr ivate 

sector  and academia and exper ts .  Turkey explained how i t 
created an SDG best  pract ices  database.  In  the f i rst  phase 
of  the database,  more than 400 examples of  best  pract ices 
f rom civ i l  society,  the pr ivate sector,  academia and 
munic ipal i t ies  were col lected. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION  
The repor t  notes several  chal lenges for  SDG 
implementat ion,  inc luding l imited global  and nat ional  data 
avai labi l i ty  and monitor ing effor ts ,  unclear  governance 
structures and l imited resources domest ical ly  and 
internat ional ly.  The repor t  provides an over view of  current 
projects  and in i t iat ives  that  contr ibute to  achieving the 
SDGs.  I t  a lso provides a detai led discussion about  the 
countr y ’s  suppor t  of  the development ef for ts  of  developing 
countr ies,  inc luding par t icular ly  the least  developed 
countr ies,  through off ic ia l  development assistance.  The 
repor t  notes that  the countr y  plans to prepare an SDG 
roadmap that  wi l l  inc lude references to cost  impl icat ions. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data.  I t  stresses the impor tance of  col lect ing 
disaggregated data to better  target  pol ic ies  to  the needs 
of  the vulnerable  groups.  The countr y  is  a lso developing 
a database that  wi l l  be operat ional  throughout  the 2030 
Agenda implementat ion per iod to provide information 
about  the act iv i t ies  contr ibut ing to the SDGs and al low 
cont inuous evaluat ion of  progress. 
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TURKMENISTAN           

In  2019,  Turkmenistan submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the UN High- level 
Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
A working group comprised of  the deputy heads of 
ministr ies ,  agencies,  publ ic  organizat ions and academic 
and research inst i tut ions has been establ ished to oversee 
the implementat ion and monitor ing of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs).  The coordinat ing body is  the 
Ministr y  of  F inance and Economy of  Turkmenistan.  The State 
Stat ist ics  Committee of  Turkmenistan has been def ined 
as an agenc y responsible  for  monitor ing implementat ion 
progress and the preparat ion of  repor t ing.

At  the regional  level ,  Turkmenistan leads cooperat ion on the 
e laborat ion of  the Regional  Environmental  Programme for 
Sustainable Development of  Central  Asia.  Turkmenistan also 
leads the Act ion Programme which improves the ecological , 
social  and economic s i tuat ion on the Aral  Sea basin.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Turkmenistan developed a mechanism for  stakeholder 
engagement that  provides a plat form for  interact ion 
between stakeholders  and the state.  Seventeen Young 
Ambassadors  of  the SDGs represent ing di f ferent  regions 
of  the countr y  were ident i f ied to promote the ideas of 
sustainable development among the younger  generat ion. 
The Young Ambassadors  are tasked to br ing the v is ion 
and voice of  youth in  the implementat ion of  the SDGs and 
provided inputs  in  the preparat ion of  the VNR . 

Stakeholder  consultat ions were held to discuss each of 
the SDGs to ident i fy  the countr y ’s  pr ior i t ies .  Stakeholders, 
inc luding the pr ivate sector,  non-government organizat ions, 

academia,  youth and United Nat ions agencies,  were also 
involved in  the VNR preparat ion process. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Two assessments  were carr ied out ,  for  which no dates are 
speci f ied.  An assessment  of  SDG data gaps was carr ied 
out  to  understand the current  status of  data avai labi l i ty 
in  Turkmenistan.  A United Nat ions Rapid Integrated 
Assessment  of  Turkmenistan’s  programs and strategies 
revealed the level  of  integrat ion at  47% for  the SDGs (8 out 
of  17  SDGs)  and 84% for  targets  ( 124 out  of  148 targets) .  The 
assessment  also indicated 88 SDG indicators  (50.3%) out 
of  a l l  SDG indicators  adopted in  Turkmenistan had been 
achieved.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The repor t  notes the level  of  each SDG’s  integrat ion in 
pol ic ies,  p lans for  fur ther  integrat ion of  the SDGs and 
targets  in  nat ional ,  sectoral  and regional  programs, 
strategies  and development and f inancial  p lans.  The repor t 
p laces s igni f icant  emphasis  on the pr inciple  of  leaving no 
one behind.  Whi le  the repor t  does not  refer  to  a human 
r ights-based approach,  i t  has a strong human r ights  focus. 
There is  no ment ion of  the pr inciple  of  universal i ty.  Whi le 
the repor t  contains no ment ion of  p lanetar y boundaries 
or  intergenerat ional  responsibi l i ty,  i t  does address c l imate 
act ion. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
Turkmenistan has formal ly  adopted the 17  SDGs,  148 targets 
(of  which 121  remained unchanged and 27 were adjusted 
according to nat ional  pr ior i t ies)  and 187 indicators  (of 
241  g lobal  indicators) .  The repor t  notes that  act iv i t ies  are 
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under way to establ ish the nat ional  system of  indicators  and 
SDGs monitor ing.  The countr y  pr ior i t izes  maintaining peace 
and secur i ty  in  the region. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
While  not  expl ic i t ly  stated as a pr ior i ty,  the repor t  p laces 
a strong emphasis  on the social  component  of  sustainable 
development by focusing on seven SDGs:  SDG 3 (good 
health and wel l -being),  SDG 4 (qual i ty  educat ion) ,  SDG 
8 (decent  work and economic growth),  SDG 10 (reduced 
inequal i ty) ,  SDG 13  (c l imate act ion) ,  SDG 16 (peace and 
just ice strong inst i tut ions)  and SDG 17  (par tnerships for 
achieving the goal) .  According to the Programme of  the 
President  on Social  and Economic Development for  the 
per iod 2019–2025,  the share of  budget  expenditures in  the 
social  sphere is  70%.  The VNR analyzes some of  the targets 
under  the selected SDGs and includes data on these targets 
and re lated indicators  in  a Stat ist ical  Appendix.  Pol ic y 
coherence for  sustainable development is  not  ment ioned.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides data on Turkmenistan’s  ef for ts  to  leave 
no youth,  chi ldren,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  women,  e lder ly 
people l iv ing alone and migrants  behind.  I t  h ighl ights 
exist ing special ized programs for  speci f ic  groups as wel l  as 
universal  programs such as social  ass istance.  The countr y 
pursues an act ive gender -or iented nat ional  pol ic y. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
According to the repor t ,  the government pr ior i t izes 
rais ing publ ic  awareness and changing att i tudes towards 
sustainable development and gender  equal i ty  as  wel l  as 
foster ing of  a  culture of  peace and non-violence.  This  means 
ensur ing publ ic  access to  information and information and 
communicat ion technology as wel l  as  assist ing al l  learners 
to  acquire  better  knowledge on sustainable development, 
c l imate change and human r ights  issues are Turkmenistan’s 
pr ior i t ies .  The government re l ies  on the suppor t  of  a l l 
s takeholders  to  achieve sustainable development fo l lowing 
the leave no one behind pr inciple.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  Turkmenistan developed a stakeholder  engagement 
mechanism (17  Young Ambassadors  of  the SDGs),  the 
repor t  suggests  that  the involvement of  stakeholders 
other  than youth is  l imited.  Aside from effor ts  by c iv i l 
society  organizat ions to assist  undocumented people in 
ensur ing their  legal  stay in  Turkmenistan,  the repor t  does 
not  speci f ical ly  reference effor ts  by par l iamentar ians,  the 
pr ivate sector  or  academia.  Concerning suppor t  provided 
for  the preparat ion of  the VNR ,  the repor t  ment ions f inancial 
and human resources al located within the framework of 
a  jo int  project  of  the Ministr y  of  F inance and Economy of 
Turkmenistan and United Nat ions Development Programme.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
While  the repor t  does not  ar t iculate chal lenges in  SDG 
implementat ion,  i t  h ighl ights  the need for  cont inuing the 
work on improvement of  nat ional  stat ist ical  capacity  as  a 
key lesson learned. 

Whi le  i t  is  recognized that  domest ic  publ ic  f inancial 
resources should be the main source of  f inancing the 
2030 Agenda and Turkmenistan budgets  at  the nat ional 
level  for  SDG implementat ion,  the repor t  underscores that 
internat ional  f inancing and pr ivate sector  resources are 
needed to achieve the SDGs.  Turkmenistan is  t ransit ioning 
the nat ional  budget ing process to  the pr inciples  of  mid-
term planning and program-targeted f inancing.  This  wi l l 
ensure greater  integrat ion of  the SDGs into the countr y ’s 
f inancial  p lans and targeted use of  publ ic  funds for  SDG 
implementat ion.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of  the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data.  I t  notes that  Turkmenistan wi l l  cont inue 
i ts  act iv i t ies  focused on the development of  a  nat ional 
system of  SDG indicators,  col lect ion of  comprehensive, 
re l iable  and disaggregated data and the creat ion of  an 
SDG database.  Act iv i t ies  are under way to draw up a l ist 
of  nat ional  indicators  to  establ ish the nat ional  system 
of  indicators  and SDG monitor ing.  The in i t iat ive involves 
Mult ip le  Indicator  Cluster  Sur veys and a project  on the 
development of  the nat ional  monitor ing system of  wel l -
being.
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EUROPE
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA             

In  2019,  Bosnia and Herzegovina submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United 
Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development  (HLPF) .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  has made progress in  developing the 
governance structure to  begin integrat ing the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs)  into nat ional  and subnat ional 
systems.  However,  the SDGs have not  yet  been incorporated 
through a nat ional  strategy or  into nat ional  development 
plans.  The strategic  f ramework for  achieving the SDGs 
is  being developed and wi l l  be l inked to the countr y ’s 
inst i tut ions based on the scope of  their  responsibi l i t ies . 
The repor t  emphasizes  that  the countr y  has a ver y  complex 
inst i tut ional  structure and integrat ing the SDGs into that 
f ramework is  a  complex task that  wi l l  cont inue in  2019 and 
beyond. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  provides l i t t le  information on this  topic .  To date, 
stakeholder  engagement ef for ts  have taken place under 
the “ Imagine2030” in i t iat ive.  Subsequent  consultat ions on 
the re levance of  the SDGs for  the countr y  took place in  May 
2018.  The repor t  notes that  extensive consultat ions and 
engagement with c iv i l  society  and other  stakeholders  wi l l  be 
done in  the coming years. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Bosnia and Herzegovina deployed the United Nat ions 
Mainstreaming,  Accelerat ion and Pol ic y  Suppor t  and Rapid 
Integrated Assessment  tools  to  assess the al ignment of 
the SDGs with the countr y ’s  pr ior i t ies .  A comprehensive 

gap assessment  and pol ic y  review was per formed.  I t 
assessed the re levance of  current  pol ic ies  and plans and 
preparedness for  implementing and monitor ing the SDGs. 
The reviewed pol ic ies  and strategies  demonstrated a 
s igni f icant  over lap with the SDGs.  The assessment  ident i f ied 
a few gaps in  nat ional  ef for ts  to  achieve the SDGs,  such as 
SDG 5 on gender  equal i ty.  Overal l ,  the assessment  revealed 
93% coverage of  the SDGs by current  strategies  and 
pol ic ies. 	

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  conducted a Rapid Integrated 

Assessment  to  assist  in  mainstreaming the SDGs 

into planning across levels  of  government.  The 

assessment  determined SDG relevance in  terms of  the 

countr y  context ,  d i f ferent  levels  of  governance and 

inter l inkages across targets.  The countr y  developed 

several  v isuals  to  provide a s imple and easy way to 

understand the over lap between SDGs and nat ional 

pol ic ies  and strategies,  presented in  the VNR repor t . 

The v isuals  were also used to show economic,  social 

and environmental  pr ior i t ies . 

The assessment  also considered the SDG targets  l inked 
to the “5  Ps”  (people,  p lanet ,  prosper i ty,  peace and 
par tnership)  of  the 2030 Agenda.  In  total ,  69 strategic 
documents  showed a score of  93% al ignment for  people,  51% 
for  the planet ,  87% for  prosper i ty,  58% for  peace and 67% 
for  par tnership.  The Rapid Integrated Assessment  analys is 
and recommendations were advantageous,  g iven the t iming 
of  the in i t iat ion of  the new c ycle  of  strategic  planning at 
di f ferent  levels  of  government in  Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and the preparat ion of  an SDG Framework document in  the 
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countr y.  Bott lenecks wi l l  be addressed dur ing the creat ion 
of  the countr y ’s  SDG Framework.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
As noted above,  Bosnia and Herzegovina is  in  the process 
of  integrat ing the SDGs into nat ional  pol ic ies  and plans 
fol lowing the countr y ’s  assessment  of  pr ior i t ies  against  the 
SDGs. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The SDG Framework document in  Bosnia and Herzegovina 
wi l l  def ine key pr ior i ty  areas for  reaching the 2030 Agenda. 
As such,  the repor t  does not  contain speci f ic  mechanisms 
for  their  pract ical  operat ional izat ion. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs,  g iv ing equal  attent ion to 
the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  I t  is  strong in  terms of  ident i fy ing 
l inkages between goal  areas and includes a discussion of 
domest ic  pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion of  the SDGs. 
Ensur ing pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is 
a  planned act iv i ty.  The repor t  makes l inkages to the Sendai 
Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  the Convent ion on 
Biological  Divers i ty  and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate 
Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  l is ts  the key vulnerable  groups in  the countr y 
and reviews current  pol ic ies  and effor ts  to  reduce their 
vulnerabi l i ty.  These groups include women,  migrants, 
d isabled people,  chi ldren,  the LGBTQ community  and 
s ingle  parents.  The repor t  out l ines a wide range of  exist ing 
in i t iat ives,  inc luding special ized and universal  programs 
that  suppor t  ef for ts  to  be inclusive.  General ly,  information 
on the results  of  these ef for ts  is  not  avai lable. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Awareness-rais ing effor ts  have been focused on speci f ic 
SDGs and re lated effor ts  needed to implement  them. 
However,  several  local  administrat ions have star ted to 
consider  the local izat ion of  the 2030 Agenda into their 

ever yday work and strategic  planning.
Par tnership to real ize  the SDGs
The repor t  br ief ly  h ighl ights  the impor tance of  recogniz ing 
that  the ef fect ive implementat ion of  the 2030 Agenda 
requires  a whole-of-government approach and working with 
stakeholders  in  government,  c iv i l  society  and the pr ivate 
sector. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The countr y  is  current ly  preparing i ts  implementat ion plans. 
The repor t  h ighl ights  a recognit ion that  the countr y  needs 
to take a whole-of-government approach and ensure the 
ef fect ive engagement of  stakeholders  in  government,  c iv i l 
society  and the pr ivate sector.  F inancing has been ident i f ied 
for  speci f ic  projects  needed to advance the SDGs. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The current  status of  avai lable  data for  SDG 
implementat ion,  inc luding disaggregated data,  is  not 
ar t iculated in  the repor t .  According to the repor t ,  gender -
disaggregated data is  avai lable  and presented for  SDG 3 
(good health and wel l -being)  and SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty) . 
The focus of  the next  steps in  SDG implementat ion wi l l 
be to  provide re l iable  and qual i ty  data that  wi l l  be used 
to create publ ic  pol ic ies  and monitor  the ef fects  of  their 
implementat ion.
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CROATIA              

In  2019,  Croat ia submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Major  ef for ts  to  advance the Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) implementat ion process began in  Januar y 2018 when 
the Government of  the Republ ic  of  Croat ia establ ished the 
Nat ional  Counci l  for  Sustainable Development.  The Counci l 
focused on developing the 2030 Nat ional  Development 
Strategy.  The countr y ’s  par l iament  wi l l  adopt  this  document 
in  the f i rst  hal f  of  2020. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Stakeholder  consultat ions and awareness-rais ing 
were cr i t ical  to  the development of  the 2030 Nat ional 
Development Strategy.  This  inc luded reaching out  to  c iv i l 
society,  the business community  and students,  as  wel l  as 
the broader  publ ic .  According to the repor t ,  the process 
involved improving the knowledge of  both c i t izens and 
exper ts  about  the SDGs,  informing them of  cr i t ical  aspects 
of  their  implementat ion and gather ing their  input  on 
def in ing an appropriate implementat ion mechanism to 
advance sustainable development in  Croat ia. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  does not  provide detai ls  about  a conducted 
gap analys is  or  basel ine assessment,  but  the SDGs were 
al igned to nat ional  pr ior i t ies  presented in  the 2030 Nat ional 
Development Strategy. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The 2030 Nat ional  Development Strategy provides the 
basis  for  SDG implementat ion in  the countr y  by connect ing 

nat ional  pr ior i t ies  and pol ic y  documents  with those out l ined 
in  the SDGs as wel l  as  providing the foundation for  the 
engagement of  and col laborat ion with stakeholders.  I t  is  a 
key strategic  document of  Croat ia for  the per iod up to 2030 
and wi l l  form the foundation for  shaping and implementing 
al l  publ ic  pol ic ies  at  the nat ional  and sub-nat ional  levels . 
The repor t  refers  human r ights-based approaches.  Human 
r ights  are emphasized under  SDG 1  (no pover ty)  as  a core 
pr inciple  s ince non-discr iminat ion and respect  for  human 
r ights  forms the basel ine strategic  approach to solv ing the 
problem of  pover ty  and social  exclusion in  Croat ia. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has selected nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs 
(beyond the exist ing themes out l ined in  the 2030 Nat ional 
Development Strategy) .  The strategy groups SDGs into 
seven pr ior i t ies—Recognizable  Croat ia,  Economical ly 
Ef f ic ient  Croat ia,  Competi t ive,  Entrepreneur ial  and 
Innovat ive Croat ia,  Safe Croat ia,  Connected Croat ia,  Green 
Croat ia,  inc lusive Croat ia,  Croat ia—Land of  Advanced 
Regions.  These pr ior i t ies  present  the core sustainabi l i ty 
chal lenges for  the future of  the countr y.  They also provide 
a basis  for  shaping and implementing al l  publ ic  pol ic ies  at 
the nat ional  and subnat ional  levels .  Subnat ional  pr ior i t ies 
f ramed by the 2030 Nat ional  Development Strategy and 
local  pr ior i t ies  are being ident i f ied.  

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  provides an in-depth assessment  of  a l l  the SDGs, 
and i t  reviews the pol ic y  pr ior i t ies  for  Croat ia for  each one. 
I t  provides a detai led assessment  of  the pr ior i ty  areas, 
with consistent  presentat ions of  the l inkages between 
them. Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is  not 
ment ioned.  The repor t  is  a lso l imited in  terms of  l ink ing 
the SDGs to other  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks and 
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agreements  beyond referr ing to the Par is  Agreement on 
Cl imate Change.  Cl imate change issues are integrated 
into several  SDGs through speci f ic  projects .  This  inc ludes 
projects  on energy conser vat ion (SDG 7 on affordable and 
c lean energy) ,  emiss ion-reduct ion effor ts  in  product ion 
processes (SDG 12  on responsible  consumption and 
product ion)  and creat ing nat ional  inventor ies  and data 
(SDG 13  on c l imate act ion) .  The repor t  a lso emphasizes 
cross-cutt ing c l imate mit igat ion and adaptat ion act ions in 
the transpor tat ion sector. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  underscores the impor tance of  both leaving no 
one behind and the issue of  social  inc lusion.  I t  provides a 
detai led over view of  the chal lenges facing women,  chi ldren, 
poor  and homeless  people,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  Roma 
people and migrants.  The focus is  on pover ty  reduct ion 
and reducing exclusion through the Strategy for  Combating 
Pover ty  and Social  Exclusion in  the Republ ic  of  Croat ia for 
the per iod 2014–2020.  The strategy also focuses on the 
fol lowing:  i )  reducing social  inequal i t ies ;  i i )  prevent ing 
the emergence of  new categories  of  poor  c i t izens (as wel l 
as  reducing the number of  poor  and social ly  excluded 
people) ;  and i i i )  establ ishing a coordinated suppor t  system 
for  groups at  r isk  of  pover ty  and social  exclusion.  Data 
is  presented throughout  with an in-depth assessment 
of  current  legis lat ion,  pol ic ies  and programs and where 
addit ional  ef for ts  are needed going for ward. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The awareness-rais ing process included workshops, 
conferences and roundtable meet ings on the topic  of 
“Croat ia 2030:  Croat ia We Want”  aimed at  di f ferent 
stakeholders.  This  inc luded the publ ic  sector,  c iv i l  society 
organizat ions,  the academic community,  pr ivate sector, 
chi ldren and young people.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
While  the repor t  recognizes that  SDG implementat ion 
requires  contr ibut ions f rom a wide range of  stakeholders, 
i t  is  l imited in  terms of  information on stakeholder 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The repor t  stresses the s igni f icant  engagement of  the 

countr y  in  assist ing other  countr ies  in  achieving the 

SDGs.  I t  provides a detai led over view of  the speci f ic 

projects  and in i t iat ives,  grouped by SDG. 

par tnerships and speci f ic  contr ibut ions by non-state actors. 
I t  stresses col laborat ion with the European Union and i ts 
Member States to  bui ld  on shared capacit ies  and exper ience 
to advance the SDGs. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The repor t  notes several  chal lenges for  SDG implementat ion 
in  terms of  achieving speci f ic  SDGs.  For  example,  the 
countr y  faces chal lenges changing the countr y ’s  economy 
to create long-term employment oppor tunit ies  and 
improving the implementat ion of  sustainable product ion 
and consumption pract ices  at  a  larger  scale.  Pr ivate sector 
engagement was also noted.  The inst i tut ional  f ramework for 
SDG implementat ion ( including planning and management 
of  nat ional  budget  resources)  is  being prepared. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  does not  provide an overal l  indicat ion of 
data avai labi l i ty.  I t  inc ludes a commitment  to  strengthen 
stat ist ical  capacit ies ,  inc luding bolster ing data col lect ion as 

wel l  as  technical  and administrat ive capacit ies . 
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ICELAND               

In  2019,  Ice land submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
An inter -minister ial  working group leads the work of 
the Icelandic  government in  the implementat ion of  the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).  The working group 
aims to integrate the SDGs into pol ic ies  and programs 
based on the outcomes of  a  pr ior i t izat ion assessment  for 
the countr y. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The countr y  strongly  bel ieves that  the SDG implementat ion 
cannot  be achieved without  cooperat ion between nat ional 
and local  author i t ies ,  the pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society, 
academia,  youth and indiv iduals  around the world. 
The Icelandic  government is  committed to stakeholder 
engagement dur ing the select ion of  SDG pr ior i t ies 
for  the countr y  as  wel l  as  to  ensur ing the successful 
implementat ion of  the goals .  Stakeholder  engagement was 
most ly  achieved through col laborat ive projects  already 
under taken with the involvement of  the government.  These 
included onl ine and in-person consultat ions,  workshops, 
conferences and one-on-one meet ings.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
A gap analys is  was conducted to assess the re levance of  the 
SDG goals  and targets  for  the countr y ’s  strategic  planning 
documents  and pol ic ies.  Based on the assessment,  Ice land 
pr ior i t ized 65 pr ior i ty  targets  ( f rom a total  of  169)  that  wi l l 
guide the countr y ’s  author i t ies  in  implementing the goals . 

Key gaps were summarized and used to guide strategy 
development and implementat ion in  the countr y.  

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
According to the repor t ,  Ice land has used strategies, 
pol ic ies  and programs to advance SDG implementat ion.  The 
countr y  fu l ly  endorsed the SDGs and enl isted i ts  h igh- level 
ambit ion in  i ts  VNR repor t .  In  terms of  key pr inciples  for 
SDG implementat ion,  the repor t  refers  to  the pr inciples  of 
human r ights  and leaving no one behind.  Whi le  i t  inc ludes a 
strong focus on human r ights,  i t  does not  refer  to  a human 
r ights-based approach.  In  the assessment  of  the re levance 
of  the SDGs for  the countr y,  a  speci f ic  focus was directed at 
indiv iduals  and groups that  are or  may be at  r isk  of  being 
marginal ized.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  has selected 65 pr ior i ty  targets  that  are being 
implemented across al l  ministr ies .  The remaining SDGs were 
considered less  re levant  for  the countr y  and no act ion has 
been taken to implement  them.  

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews pol ic y  pr ior i ty  areas for  Ice land and 
refers  to  re levant  SDGs in  that  context ,  providing a goal-by-
goal  analys is .  The repor t  provides a detai led assessment 
not ing recent  past  t rends,  impl icat ions of  the goals  for  the 
countr y  and examples of  potent ial  act ions.  Pol ic y  coherence 
for  sustainable development is  not  ment ioned.  The SDGs are 
l inked to the Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty,  the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change and the Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda.  
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
For  10 consecut ive years,  Ice land has been ranked both 
the world’s  most  peaceful  countr y  and the one with the 
greatest  degree of  gender  equal i ty.  Despite  real  success in 
many areas,  Ice land st i l l  faces a var iety  of  chal lenges and 
has a way to go before achieving some of  the SDG targets, 
especial ly  those re levant  for  vulnerable  populat ions. 
Vulnerable  groups include chi ldren,  women,  LGBTQ, 
immigrants  and people with disabi l i t ies .  Major  act iv i t ies 
inc lude current  pol ic ies,  targeted programs,  consultat ions 
and awareness-rais ing on issues speci f ic  to  marginal ized 
groups. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Ice land also considers  i tse l f  as  a global  leader  in 

gender  equal i ty  and would l ike  to  focus on capacity 

bui ld ing on this  issue in  other  countr ies.  In  i ts  nat ional 

pol ic ies  and SDG implementat ion effor ts ,  the countr y 

managed to integrate gender  as  a cross-cutt ing 

issue across al l  the SDGs.  The countr y  sees “gender 

equal i ty  is  both a prerequis i te  and a dr iv ing force for 

sustainable development and peace.” 

AWARENESS RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
In  March 2018,  a  promotional  campaign was launched on 
al l  the countr y ’s  main media about  the SDGs under  the 
t i t le  “Let ’s  Have Good News to Tel l  in  2030.”  The campaign 
ident i f ied potent ial  good news for  Ice land and the world 
should the SDGs be met.  The object ive of  the campaign 
was to draw attent ion to the SDGs to promote publ ic 
par t ic ipat ion in  their  implementat ion.  Shor t  v ideos were 
shown on te levis ion,  social  media and in  c inemas along with 
onl ine adver t is ing banners. 

The implementat ion of  the SDGs by the Icelandic  author i t ies 
is  the task of  both nat ional  and local  author i t ies .  The 
Associat ion of  Local  Author i t ies  has a representat ive in  the 
government’s  SDG working group.  With the involvement of 
th is  associat ion,  the introduct ion of  SDGs is  approached as 
a jo int  project  of  the state and munic ipal i t ies ,  as  they have 

an essent ial  ro le  in  the successful  implementat ion of  the 
SDGs.  The countr y  est imated approximately  65% of  the SDG 
targets  could not  be implemented without  the involvement 
of  local  author i t ies .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  stresses that  the implementat ion of  SDGs cannot 
be achieved without  cooperat ion between nat ional  and 
local  author i t ies ,  the pr ivate sector,  c iv i l  society,  academia, 
youth and indiv iduals  around the world.  The Icelandic 
government is  committed to stakeholder  engagement 
to  ensure the successful  implementat ion of  the goals .  I t 
ment ioned that  the government works together  with c iv i l 
society  through projects  to  assist  in  achieving the SDGs. 
Ice land provided l imited information on par tnerships with 
the pr ivate sector  and youth.  In  terms of  the pr ivate sector, 
Ice land noted the government’s  SDG working group entered 
a one-year  par tnership with Festa.  Festa is  the Icelandic 
Centre  for  Corporate Social  Responsibi l i ty.  The repor t  a lso 
stated a Youth Counci l  meets  s ix  t imes year ly,  inc luding 
once with the government. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  notes that  the government has l inked the SDGs 
to a f ive-year  f iscal  strategy.  This  has al lowed for  mapping 
of  SDG targets  to  areas of  operat ion,  faci l i tat ing targeted 
effor ts  and est imations of  funding required to implement 
the goals .  The repor t  a lso highl ights  Ice land’s  commitment 
the United Nat ions target  for  off ic ia l  development 
assistance and effor ts  to  br ing issues re lated to gender 
equal i ty  to  World Trade Organiaat ion negot iat ions. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
Fol lowing a data assessment,  the repor t  stressed that  the 
countr y  should develop indicators  that  are re levant  to 
the countr y ’s  context .  I t  ment ions that  Nordic  countr ies 
are consider ing def in ing Nordic  stat ist ical  indicators 
in  areas where the United Nat ions indicators  have not 
been adequately  def ined,  such as on SDG 12  (responsible 
consumption and product ion) .
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LIECHTENSTEIN             

In  2019,  L iechtenste in  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
Liechtenstein’s  government chose a systematic  approach 
to integrate the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs) 
into nat ional  f rameworks.  To faci l i tate  this  process,  the 
government establ ished an interdisc ipl inar y working group 
led by the Ministr ies  of  Foreign Affairs ,  Just ice  and Culture. 
The working group was tasked with conduct ing a gap 
analys is ,  ident i fy ing areas that  require  act ion and leading a 
review of  data avai labi l i ty. 	

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  does not  out l ine how stakeholder  engagement is 
occurr ing.  I t  does,  however,  ment ion engagement by non-
state actors  in  the VNR ,  inc luding in  terms of  reviewing a 
draf t  vers ion of  the repor t . 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  the countr y  used a systematic 
approach in  per forming the gap analys is .  This  approach 
included a detai led analyt ic  process under  the leadership 
of  the interdisc ipl inar y working group to work through 
indiv idual  SDGs and their  targets,  assess their  re levance 
for  the countr y  and i ts  nat ional  strategies  and evaluate 
data avai labi l i ty.  At  the same t ime,  the publ ic  was involved 
through var ious events  around the SDGs and discussions 
were held with stakeholder  groups to provide input  to  the 
analys is . 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
In  l ight  of  the systemic approach to integrate the SDGs 
into nat ional  f rameworks,  the repor t  h ighl ights  a number 
of  sectoral  pol ic ies.  Coherence with the SDGs is  impor tant 
for  the countr y ’s  pol ic ies  in  the areas of  educat ion,  energy, 
mobi l i ty  and gender  equal i ty  for  example.  The repor t 
stresses the impor tance of  intergenerat ional  equity  by 
addressing current  and future employment chal lenges.  S ince 
2008,  the countr y  has been working on mobi l i ty  chal lenges 
and one of  i ts  core focuses is  sustainabi l i ty.  In  th is  context , 
the interests  of  society,  the economy and the environment 
should be considered equal ly  to  ensure oppor tunit ies  for 
future generat ions. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  embarked on the in i t iat ives  to  integrate 

c l imate change across the SDGs result ing in  an effor t 

cal led “L iechtenstein as Cl imate P ioneer.”  The repor t 

stresses that  c l imate protect ion and sustainabi l i ty 

wi l l  become even more impor tant  in  the future.  Thus, 

the countr y  star ted integrat ing c l imate change issues 

into the school  system from kindergar ten to pr imar y 

and secondar y schools .  Business associat ions have 

endorsed the in i t iat ives. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs are not  ar t iculated in  the 
repor t .  The countr y  has not  developed nat ional  targets  or 
indicators.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
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sustainable development.  The review of  each SDG l ists  the 
current  s i tuat ion and chal lenges in  the countr y,  past  data 
and current  and planned programs to achieve that  SDG. 
Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development is  l is ted as a 
chal lenge in  the countr y  because of  conf l ict ing object ives 
of  var ious SDGs.  To address this  chal lenge,  the government 
wi l l  increasingly  look for  suitable  instruments  to  ensure a 
reasonable balance when pr ior i t iz ing indiv idual  SDGs.  

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  ident i f ies  vulnerable  groups.  I t  provides an 
over view of  current  in i t iat ives  focused on improving the 
s i tuat ion of  chi ldren in  the countr y  by providing qual i ty 
af terschool  care.  The repor t  provides a set  of  pol ic ies 
and measures to  tackle  gender  inequal i ty.  I t  a lso includes 
several  examples of  the countr y ’s  ef for ts  to  reduce pover ty 
(SDG 1  on no pover ty) ,  implement  SDG 5 (gender  equal i ty) , 
and improvements  in  gender  gaps in  the labour  market 
(SDG 10 on reduced inequal i ty) .  F inal ly,  the most  heavi ly 
emphasized improvements  are focused on the overal l 
inst i tut ional  sett ing by adher ing to the European Union 
standards in  creat ing responsible  and effect ive inst i tut ions 
(SDG 16 on peace,  just ice  and strong inst i tut ions) .  The 
repor t  does not  l is t  information on the results  of  ef for ts  to 
leave no one behind. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  the VNR process helped to raise 
awareness of  the SDGs and that  ongoing effor ts  are needed. 
Non-state actors  in  c iv i l  society,  academia and business 
sectors  have played a prominent  role  in  rais ing awareness 
on the SDGs.  A c iv i l  society  “Network for  Development 
Cooperat ion” has also launched a mapping process within 
c iv i l  society,  which should raise awareness and provide a 
better  over view of  exist ing commitments  towards the SDGs. 

Ef for ts  re lated to local izat ion are not  ar t iculated in  the 
repor t .  

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  provides l imited examples of  par tnerships to 

real ize  the SDGs.  The repor t  recognizes that  members of 
the Network for  Development Cooperat ion contr ibute to 
the implementat ion of  the SDGs in  developing countr ies.  In 
terms of  the means of  implementat ion,  the repor t  stressed 
the impor tance of  the commitment  of  the pr ivate sector 
in  achieving speci f ic  SDGs on educat ion (SDG 4)  and 
c l imate change (SDG 13) .  I t  a lso notes the role  of  char i table 
foundations.  Annual ly,  they contr ibute some CHF 200 mi l l ion 
to phi lanthropic  projects .  The repor t  inc ludes a promise to 
cont inue expanding cooperat ion between the publ ic  and 
pr ivate sector. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  ident i f ies  strengths in  several  areas concerning 
SDG implementat ion.  The most  re levant  is  the development 
of  ef fect ive,  responsible  and transparent  inst i tut ions on al l 
levels  summarized in  the Strategy for  the Development of 
Publ ic  Administrat ion 2015—2020.  An act ion plan has been 
adopted.  Whi le  the repor t  refers  to  the role  of  L iechtenstein 
in  suppor t ing the implementat ion of  the SDGs in  developing 
countr ies,  i t  provides l imited information on other  means of 
implementat ion such as trade and those re lated to systemic 
issues.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
In  the repor t ,  ex ist ing data was used to evaluate the 
development of  indiv idual  SDGs in  L iechtenstein.  A total 
of  62 indicators  were assigned to the indiv idual  SDGs.  The 
repor t  states  that  L iechtenstein’s  nat ional  indicator  system 
covers  a few of  the United Nat ions’  SDG indicators.  The 
repor t  emphasizes  that  the government wi l l  s tudy opt ions to 
improve data and indicators  in  the future and aim to al ign 
them with the SDGs. 
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SERBIA              

In  2019,  Serbia submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The government establ ished an Inter -Minister ial  Working 
Group for  Implementat ion of  the United Nat ions 2030 
Sustainable Development Agenda in  late  2015.  This  working 
group leads the nat ional  monitor ing,  review and repor t ing 
mechanism as wel l  as  the repor t ing process,  inc luding the 
2019 VNR . 	

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  conf i rms stakeholder  engagement in  the bui ld ing 
a Development Par tnership Framework.  This  inc luded 
consultat ion with speci f ic  stakeholder  groups such as c iv i l 
society,  the pr ivate sector,  schools  and others,  inc luding 
advocac y groups for  the vulnerable.  The inputs  were used to 
col lect  information re levant  to  the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  for  the countr y. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Ident i fy ing the re levance of  current  pol ic ies  for  achieving 
the SDGs required a gap assessment  cover ing the 
exist ing legis lat ive f ramework,  the planning and strategic 
mi lestones and their  implementat ion,  as  wel l  as  the costs 
of  implementat ion and budget ing.  A whole-of-government 
gap assessment  was per formed.  Al l  ministr ies ,  ser v ices 
and agencies,  inc luding provincial ,  munic ipal  and c i ty 
governments,  were required to ident i fy  potent ial  pol ic y 
measures and program act iv i t ies .  The assessment  ident i f ied 
successes,  chal lenges and emerging problems.

INCORPORATING THE SDGS 
Serbia has incorporated the SDGs into nat ional  development 
plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks.  In  2017,  the 
countr y  in i t iated the Development Par tnership Framework 
for  the per iod 2016 to 2020.  The framework is  fu l ly 
integrated within nat ional  development pr ior i t ies  and the 
goals  and targets  of  the 2030 Agenda.  According to the 
gap analys is ,  key changes are needed in  nat ional  pol ic ies. 
Many of  these changes are being prepared.  The repor t  has 
a strong focus on human r ights  and refers  to  leaving no one 
behind. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
The SDGs are a pr ior i ty  for  the countr y.  Serbia’s  repor t  a lso 
noted pr ior i ty  of  European Union membership. 
Integrat ion and pol ic y  coherence 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms of 
ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas and includes a 

discussion of  domest ic  pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion 
of  the SDGs.  The repor t  makes l inkages to the Sendai 
Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  the Addis  Ababa 
Act ion Agenda,  the Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty  and 
the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  l is ts  the key vulnerable  groups in  the countr y 
and provides an over view of  current  pol ic ies  and effor ts 
that  aim to reduce their  vulnerabi l i ty.  The vulnerable  groups 
include:  women,  migrants,  people with disabi l i t ies ,  chi ldren, 
LGBTQ and s ingle  parents.  The repor t  out l ines a wide 
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GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The countr y  developed a detai led assessment  of  the 

role  of  pol ic ies  and in i t iat ives  at  the local  government 

level  to  assist  in  achieving the SDGs.  This  assessment 

also looked at  pol ic y  and implementat ion gaps such as 

lack of  capacity,  technological  or  f inancial  resources 

that  h inder  local  governments  f rom implementing the 

speci f ic  SDG targets. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The countr y  sees par tnerships among di f ferent  stakeholders 
as  cr i t ical  to  achieving the SDGs by establ ishing local 
col laborat ions to assist  with data col lect ion,  knowledge 

shar ing,  acquir ing technologies  and sources of  funds.  The 
repor t  inc ludes information on the role  of  the Nat ional 
Assembly in  advancing the 2030 Agenda.  I t  points  to  a 
Regional  Seminar  on the SDGs for  Par l iaments  of  Central 
and Eastern Europe and Central  Asia that  occurred in  2018 
and the creat ion of  a  par l iamentar y hub in  the form of  a 
Focus Group in  the Nat ional  Assembly that  aims to ensure 
overs ight  and implement  act iv i t ies  of  the par l iament. 
In  addit ion,  the posit ions of  chi ldren and youth were 
integrated throughout  the VNR repor t ,  making i t  a  “chi ldren 
and youth focused VNR .”  Information under  the SDGs 
includes inputs  f rom youth.  F inal ly,  the repor t  pointed to 
areas where assistance is  needed for  Serbia to cont inue to 
grow sustainably,  par t icular ly  in  the f ie lds  of  investments, 
knowledge and ski l ls  and technology.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The countr y  has begun preparing i ts  implementat ion plans. 
The repor t  emphasizes  the impor tance of  technology in 
advancing implementat ion.  This  inc ludes examples of  the 
role  of  technology in  addressing school ing chal lenges by 
improving technological  sk i l ls  (SDG 4 on qual i ty  educat ion) , 
us ing modern farming technology (SDG 2 on zero hunger) , 
new technology in  new energy sources (SDG 7 on affordable 
and c lean energy)  and effor ts  to  reduce emiss ions (SDG 13 
on c l imate act ion) .  The previously  ment ioned working group 
has also assessed the f inancial  system and mobi l izat ion of 
sources of  funding. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The current  status of  avai lable  data for  SDG 
implementat ion,  inc luding disaggregated data,  is 
not  ar t iculated in  the repor t .  According to the repor t , 
indicators  are crucial  contr ibutors  to  SDG achievement. 
The development of  the VNR repor t  brought  agencies 
and stakeholders  together  and helped accelerate the 
development of  the nat ional  indicators  f ramework to 
monitor  achievement. 

range of  exist ing in i t iat ives  and gaps,  inc luding advanced 
health ser v ices (SDG 3 on good health and wel l -being)  and 
educat ional  programs for  chi ldren and people affected by 
disabi l i t ies  (SDG 4 on qual i ty  educat ion) . 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The awareness-rais ing effor ts  were focused on speci f ic 
SDGs and the ef for ts  needed to implement  them. The 
countr y  has made s igni f icant  ef for ts  to  local ize  the SDGs. 
This  inc ludes a detai led assessment  of  local- level  strategies 
and pol ic ies  as  wel l  as  capacit ies  at  the local  level  to  assist 
with SDG implementat ion. 
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UNITED KINGDOM               

In  2019,  the United K ingdom (UK)  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the 
United Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The Secretar y  of  State for  Internat ional  Development 
has overal l  responsibi l i ty  for  pol ic y  overs ight  of  the 
implementat ion of  the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).  The Minister  for  Implementat ion in  the Cabinet 
Off ice  ensures a coordinated approach across the 
government for  the del iver y  of  the SDGs.  Off ic ia ls  in  the UK 
government’s  Depar tment  for  Internat ional  Development 
and the Cabinet  Off ice  co-chair  a  cross-governmental 
group that  provides a plat form for  coordinat ing the 
implementat ion of  the SDGs,  integrat ing them into 
depar tmental  act iv i ty  and reviewing the progress of  their 
implementat ion.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  inc ludes several  speci f ic  stakeholder 
engagement and awareness-rais ing act iv i t ies  regarding 
SDG implementat ion.  Stakeholders  par t ic ipated in  the 
development of  the VNR repor t . 

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
While  there is  a  Minister  for  Implementat ion,  the 

SDGs are current ly  not  publ ic ly  l is ted as par t  of  their 

responsibi l i t ies .  

In  addit ion,  the UK c iv i l  society  repor t  emphasizes 

that  there is  a  need for  c iv i l  society  and other 

stakeholders  to  engage with the planning,  budget ing 

and accountabi l i ty  processes.  I t  stresses that  the 

approach present ly  used by the government for  SDG 

planning and implementat ion has l imited suppor t  for 

stakeholder  engagement.  The repor t  stresses that 

the government could do more to help c iv i l  society 

and other  stakeholders  to  engage with government 

planning in  l ine with the 2030 Agenda and as par t 

of  i ts  capacity-bui ld ing approach.  The VNR repor t 

inc ludes a recommendation that  ref lects  th is  cal l 

not ing the need to develop a stakeholder  engagement 

mechanism.

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
Boost ing f inancing and investment  for  the SDGs was a major 
focus of  the UK’s  gap analys is .

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The SDGs have been incorporated into nat ional 
development plans and re lated pol ic ies  and frameworks. 
In  2017,  the UK government publ ished the 2030 Agenda: 
Del iver ing the Global  Goals  to  provide detai ls  on UK 
government act iv i ty  to  suppor t  SDG del iver y  both 
domest ical ly  and internat ional ly.  Depar tments  have 
ident i f ied where al ignment with the SDGs exists  through 
Single  Depar tmental  P lans.  
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NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
In  the UK ,  nat ional  f rameworks capture government 
pr ior i t ies  in  the context  of  the SDGs.  The approach 
recognizes and respects  the devolut ion sett lements  with 
Scot land,  Wales and Nor thern I re land.  Each is  responsible 
for  implementing i ts  pol ic ies  in  areas of  devolved 
competence,  result ing in  approaches that  respond to 
nat ional  and local  needs in  the countr y.  In  the UK ,  nat ional 
f rameworks capture government pr ior i t ies  concerning 
the SDGs,  with work taking place on mult ip le  levels  to 
strengthen del iver y  across the countr y. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms of 
ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas and includes a 
discussion of  domest ic  and foreign pol ic ies  that  suppor t 
the real izat ion of  the SDGs.  The repor t  makes l inkages 
to several  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks,  inc luding 
the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda,  the Sendai  Framework 
for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  the Convent ion on Biological 
Divers i ty  and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  presents  a detai led narrat ive on those lef t 
behind and effor ts  to  improve social  inc lusion and reduce 
inequal i ty.  Vulnerable  groups include women,  chi ldren, 
people with disabi l i t ies ,  youth,  isolated older  people and 
the LGBTQ community.  The repor t  out l ines a wide range 
of  exist ing in i t iat ives,  inc luding special ized and universal 
programs that  suppor t  ef for ts  to  leave no one behind.  The 
repor t  a lso states  that  the government col laborates with 
the pr ivate sector  and c iv i l  society  to  address the “ leave no 
one behind” pr inciple,  which wi l l  inc lude ensur ing access 
to  ser v ices and oppor tunit ies  for  the most  vulnerable.  The 
countr y  wi l l  suppor t  d isaggregated data and increased 
research into the causes and consequences of  extreme 
pover ty,  exclusion,  v io lence and discr iminat ion.

CIVIL SOCIETY VALIDITY CHECK
To ensure proper  cross-government mainstreaming 

of  “ leave no one behind,”  gender  awareness and 

sensit iv i ty,  and improved conf l ict  analys is  across 

al l  pol ic ies  and programming,  the UK government 

should develop and provide pract ical  tools ,  guidance 

and resources for  al l  UK government staff  and 

implementing par tners  working internat ional ly.  From 

a pol ic y  coherence perspect ive,  the UK government 

should do more to ensure that  other  internat ional 

act ions ( for  example trade and economic growth 

strategies)  promote inclusion and do not  lead to 

people being lef t  behind.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Awareness-rais ing act iv i t ies  have been carr ied out 
according to the repor t .  Their  a im was to improve 
knowledge and capacit ies  and learn from civ i l  society 
organizat ions,  the pr ivate sector  and others.  Local 
author i t ies  are of ten responsible  for  the ser v ices and 
environments  people interact  with dai ly.  For  a  range 
of  goals ,  local  author i t ies  are v i tal  to  implementat ion. 
The repor t  states  that  local  author i t ies  are wel l  p laced 
to provide the v i tal  l ink  between local  communit ies  and 
businesses and local  pr ior i t ies  in  the context  of  SDGs.  In 
addit ion,  information from local  governments  was included 
in  the repor t .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The UK’s  repor t  provided information on par tnerships 
with c iv i l  society  organizat ions and noted that  market 
oppor tunit ies  exist  for  pr ivate sector  actors  that  contr ibute 
to  the goals .  Among other  examples,  the repor t  c i ted 
Changemakers,  a  global  c i t izenship project .  The project 
has been del ivered s ince 2012  by a range of  c iv i l  society 
par tners.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  ident i f ies  gaps in  terms of  f inancial  needs to 
implement  the SDGs.  I t  a lso discusses the role  of  of f ic ia l 
development assistance and the countr y ’s  contr ibut ions to 
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suppor t  the del iver y  of  the SDGs.  The UK government plans 
to cont inue strengthening exist ing means and mechanisms 
to oversee i ts  contr ibut ion to the domest ic  del iver y  of  the 
SDGs and bui ld  on the S ingle  Depar tmental  P lan process. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Open SDG is  a  f ree,  reusable and customizable 

nat ional  repor t ing plat form.  I t  is  a  repor t ing tool 

developed to manage and publ ish data and stat ist ics 

to  track progress on SDGs.  The open-sourced plat form 

wi l l  be used as a l ibrar y  of  SDG act iv i t ies  of  countr ies 

and non-state actors.  The Open SDG plat form is  the 

result  of  a  col laborat ion between the United States 

government,  the UK Off ice  for  Nat ional  Stat ist ics  and 

the non-prof i t  Center  for  Open Data Enterpr ise.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The UK l isted 180 indicators  in  i ts  repor t .  Of  those 
indicators,  70% have disaggregated data avai lable.  The 
countr y  is  strongly  focused on f i l l ing data gaps by providing 
data disaggregated by age,  sex,  d isabi l i ty  status,  ethnic i ty, 
income,  geography and immigrat ion status wherever 
possible.  The planned act iv i t ies  to  address data gaps are 
out l ined in  the Inclusive Data Act ion P lan (2018) .  The current 
gaps,  par t icular ly  concerning the extent  to  which data can 
be disaggregated,  can make i t  d i f f icul t  to  ident i fy  those 
most  at  r isk  of  being lef t  behind.
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FIJI                

In  2019,  F i j i  submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High- level 
Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS

LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The Ministr y  of  Economy is  the central  government agenc y 
responsible  for  nat ional  development planning and thus, 
the 2030 Agenda for  Sustainable Development.  The ministr y 
convenes the SDG Taskforce charged with overseeing 
Sustainable Development Goal  (SDG) implementat ion.  The 
repor t  does not  inc lude information on formal  non-state 
actor  par t ic ipat ion in  the SDG Taskforce.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Fi j i  carr ied out  an unprecedented,  inc lusive consultat ion 
process to  ident i fy  nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  F i j i ’s  VNR process was 
strengthened by a comprehensive nat ional  consultat ion that 
featured several  nat ional  events  and gather ings.

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
In  order  to  integrate the SDGs,  over  800 publ ic  forums 

al l  over  F i j i  were under taken s ince 2015,  inc luding two 

rounds of  publ ic  consultat ions.  Consultat ions provided 

feedback from Fi j ians on where the government’s 

development focus should be and val idat ion of 

government plans to ensure they meet  the needs and 

aspirat ions of  the people.  In  addit ion,  the government 

engages in  rounds of  in-person and onl ine publ ic 

consultat ions dur ing the preparat ion of  nat ional 

budgets.  The government bel ieves that  i t  is  impor tant 

to  br ing people together  to  provide their  input  for 

development,  growth and prosper i ty.

POLICIES 

BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  the countr y  has done a gap 
and basel ine assessment  of  the goals  and data needs 
for  monitor ing the SDGs.  The assessment  considered 
the SDG targets  l inked to the “5  Ps”  (people,  p lanet , 
prosper i ty,  peace and par tnership)  of  the 2030 Agenda. 
The recommendations fed into the nat ional  development 
planning c ycle. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The repor t  provides detai ls  on the integrat ion of  the SDGs 
into nat ional  development plans.  F i j i  uses a F ive-Year 
and a 20-Year  Nat ional  Development P lan to pr ior i t ize 
development goals  and integrate the SDGs.  The repor t  has 
a human r ights  focus and notes the universal  nature of  the 
agenda and the impor tance of  leaving no one behind.  The 
repor t  does not  refer  to  the environment-re lated pr inciples 
of  the 2030 Agenda. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
Fi j i ’s  development plans recognize that  gender  equal i ty 
(SDG 5 on gender  equal i ty) ,  strong inst i tut ions (SDG 16 on 
peace,  just ice  and strong inst i tut ions) ,  par tnerships (SDG 
17  on par tnerships for  the goals) ,  as  wel l  as  sustainable 
physical  infrastructure and innovat ion (SDG 9 on industr y, 
innovat ion and infrastructure)  are major  prerequis i tes  for 
improving basic  ser v ices (SDG 1  on no pover ty,  SDG 2 on 
zero hunger,  SDG 4 on qual i ty  educat ion,  SDG 6 on c lean 
water  and sanitat ion and SDG 7 on affordable and c lean 
energy)  and protect ing ecosystem integr i ty  (SDG 14 on l i fe 
below water  and SDG 15  on l i fe  on land).  Act ions to del iver 
against  these goals  wi l l  improve long-term wel l -being, 
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economic res i l ience and sustainabi l i ty  (SDG 3 on good 
health and wel l -being,  SDG 8 on decent  work and economic 
growth,  SDG 1 1  on sustainable c i t ies  and communit ies  and 
SDG 12  on responsible  consumption and product ion) ,  which 
wi l l  u l t imately  enable the reduct ion of  societal  inequal i ty 
(SDG 10) .

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms 
of  ident i fy ing l inkages between goals  and includes a 
discussion of  domest ic  pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion 
of  the SDGs.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development 
is  not  discussed.  The repor t  makes l inkages to the re levant 
internat ional  f rameworks,  inc luding the Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda,  the Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion, 
the Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty  and the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The state of  avai lable  data to leave no one behind is 
unclear  f rom the repor t .  The repor t  l is ts  a  range of  pol ic ies 
and programs that  have been put  in  place to improve 
the s i tuat ion of  vulnerable  people.  They include social , 
economic and infrastructure development programs to 
ensure prosper i ty,  par t icular ly  for  those who are most 
vulnerable.  For  example,  the government introduced a free 
educat ion scheme,  t ranspor t  ass istance and free textbooks 
as par t  of  the reform ini t iat ives  to  make educat ion 
accessible  and protect  the most  vulnerable. 
Awareness-rais ing and local izat ion 
The countr y  wi l l  cont inue i ts  extensive ef for ts  to  involve 
stakeholders  in  SDG implementat ion and awareness-
rais ing as was done dur ing the development of  the nat ional 
strategy.  This  also included a comprehensive and inclusive 
nat ional  stakeholder  consultat ion dur ing the development 
of  the VNR repor t .  Local izat ion is  not  discussed in  the 
repor t .  
 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  h ighl ights  the impor tance of  par tnerships. 
F i j i ’s  par l iament  has been playing an act ive role  in 
implementat ion.  The repor t  h ighl ights  the creat ion of  a 
guidance note for  integrat ing the SDGs into committee work 
and the role  of  the par l iament  in  promoting in i t iat ives  to 
ensure progress on 2030 Agenda implementat ion such as 
capacity  development for  members of  par l iament  and their 
staff,  the creat ion of  a  gender  analys is  toolk i t  and publ ic 
engagement.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  stresses that  to  achieve SDG ambit ions through 
development plans,  the countr y  needs to mobi l ize  both 
publ ic  and pr ivate sector  f inance.  I t  is  est imated that 
over  F JD 20 bi l l ion is  required from Fi j i ’s  publ ic  and 
pr ivate sector  dur ing the per iod between 2016 and 2021  to 
implement  the F ive-Year  Nat ional  Development P lan.  The 
f inancial  resources could or iginate f rom domest ic  and 
foreign sources.  The countr y  has also developed plans to 
integrate the SDGs into sectoral  p lans and connect  SDG 
implementat ion with resources accordingly. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
Basel ine data col lect ion effor ts  were conducted to gather 
data and begin assessment  and trend analyses.  The 
repor t  h ighl ighted qual i tat ive and quant i tat ive secondar y 
data avai lable  within government agencies,  c iv i l  society 
organizat ions and academia.  The countr y ’s  approach to 
nat ional  repor t ing was not  inc luded in  the repor t .
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NAURU                

In  2019,  Nauru submitted key messages to the United Nat ions High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable 
Development  for  the f i rs t  t ime.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
A Nat ional  P lanning and Development Committee was 
establ ished to improve the monitor ing and evaluat ion 
pol ic y.  Chaired by the Minister  of  F inance and consist ing 
of  key heads of  government depar tments,  the committee 
is  responsible  for  the Nat ional  Sustainable Development 
Strategy.  The Planning and Aid Div is ion within the Nat ional 
Bureau of  Stat ist ics  provides technical  suppor t  to  the 
committee to assist  with data and monitor ing as wel l  as 
coordinat ion of  f inancial  a l locat ions.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The countr y  conducted consultat ions to engage diverse 
groups of  stakeholders  inc luding e lders,  youth and 
people with disabi l i t ies .  These included sector -speci f ic 
consultat ions,  d istr ict  open forums and the use of  a 
quest ionnaire.  The consultat ion focused on how to advance 
implementat ion of  the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)  ef fect ively. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The document indicates the Nat ional  Sustainable 
Development Strategy was reviewed but  is  unclear  as  to 
whether  a formal  basel ine or  gap analys is  occurred. 
 
INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The main messages stress  that  the government 
demonstrated i ts  commitment  to  achieving the SDGs 

through the review of  i ts  Nat ional  Sustainable Development 
Strategy and the integrat ion of  the SDGs into i t . 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The countr y  conducted a review of  the current  status 
of  mi lestones in  the Nat ional  Sustainable Development 
Strategy,  f inding that  only  26% had been met.  The main 
messages refer  to  chal lenges re lated to speci f ic  SDGs that 
need to be addressed going for ward. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The main messages do not  capture progress against 
speci f ic  SDGs.  The document does,  however,  refer  to  the 
Smal l  Is land Developing States Accelerated Modal i t ies  of 
Act ion Pathway. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The main messages do not  provide information on leaving 
no one behind.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
Beyond the previously  ment ioned consultat ion processes, 
the main messages did not  refer  to  awareness-rais ing and 
local izat ion effor ts .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The main messages highl ight  the impor tance of  the 
extensive consultat ions that  were completed for  the 
integrat ion of  SDGs into the nat ional  strategy but  does not 
provide information on speci f ic  par tnerships.  
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MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
Nauru pointed to factors  affect ing nat ional- level 
implementat ion in  i ts  main messages.  These include lack 
of  funding,  l imited staff  capacity,  weak coordinat ion,  land 
issues,  unclear  goals  and speci f ic  SDG-relevant  chal lenges 
in  areas such as health,  educat ion sector  and the impacts  of 
c l imate change,  for  example. 

To accelerate SDG implementat ion at  the nat ional  level , 
Nauru plans to implement  the nat ional  pr ior i t ies  ident i f ied 
in  the Three-Year  Medium-Term Strategic  Framework for 
2019–2023.  Addit ional  suppor t  inc ludes improving nat ional 
stat ist ical  systems,  strengthening inst i tut ions,  improving 
the monitor ing and evaluat ion framework and bui ld ing 
the nat ional  capacit ies  of  the Ministr y  of  F inance to 
suppor t  agencies  in  these regards.  Cont inued suppor t  f rom 
development par tners  is  an impor tant  component  in  helping 
achieve the SDGs.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The document l ists  improving the nat ional  stat ist ical 
systems and using monitor ing and evaluat ion frameworks 
to  track SDG implementat ion progress,  though does not 
provide fur ther  detai l .  Monitor ing wi l l  occur  through the 
Three-Year  Medium-Term Strategic  Framework which is 
l inked to a mult i -year  budget.
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NEW ZEALAND                 

In  2019,  New Zealand submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions 
High- level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
From the countr y ’s  perspect ive,  addressing the Sustainable 
Development Goals  (SDGs)  requires  a whole-of-government 
ef for t ,  working alongside the pr ivate sector  and c iv i l  society 
to  integrate the SDGs into current  pol ic ies  and frameworks. 
 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  out l ines consultat ions on New Zealand’s  L iv ing 
Standards Framework that  l inks  the SDGs to nat ional 
pr ior i t ies .  I t  notes that  consultat ions informed the set  of 
indicators  the countr y  is  us ing to track progress.  The repor t 
a lso highl ights  the f i rst  SDG Summit  in  2018,  carr ied out  in 
par tnership by New Zealand’s  e ight  univers i t ies .  

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  notes that  the countr y  assessed data for 
monitor ing the SDGs l inked to the high- level  L iv ing 
Standards Framework,  which emphasizes  a divers i ty  of 
outcomes meaningful  for  people. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The countr y  has incorporated the SDGs into the L iv ing 
Standards Framework.  The framework helps with al locat ion 
of  f inancial  resources and to measure and compare 
outcomes through the comprehensive (and evolv ing)  set 
of  indicators.  The repor t  has a strong human r ight  focus 
and notes that  the human r ights  are cr i t ical  for  sustainable 
development,  addressing the “ leave no one behind” 
pr inciple  and intergenerat ional  equity  in  the countr y. 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
The L iv ing Standards Framework l inks  the SDGs 

to nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  I t  has 12  domains ref lect ing 

current  and future wel l -being.  The e lements  of  the 

f ramework include four  capitals—natural ,  human, 

social ,  and f inancial/physical—def ined as the assets 

that  generate wel l -being now and into the future.  The 

SDGs are adjusted and pr ior i t ized according to their 

re levance to the framework.  A structured database of 

indicators  to  suppor t  pol ic y  development to  increase 

intergenerat ional  wel l -being was developed l inked to 

the pr ior i t ies  in  the f ramework. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The L iv ing Standards Framework includes pr ior i t ies  that 
connect  to  al l  17  SDGs. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs,  g iv ing equal  attent ion to 
the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms of 
ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas and includes a 
discussion of  domest ic  and foreign pol ic ies  that  suppor t 
the real izat ion of  the SDGs.  The repor t  makes l inkages to 
assessing aspects  of  pol ic y  coherence for  speci f ic  SDGs as 
par t  of  act iv i t ies  us ing the L iv ing Standards Framework. 
In  addit ion,  several  re levant  internat ional  f rameworks, 
inc luding the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda,  the Sendai 
Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion and the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change are integrated into the 
repor t . 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides detai ls  on pover ty-reduct ion effor ts 
at  the fami ly  level  as  wel l  as  plans to reduce the number 
of  chi ldren l iv ing in  pover ty.  Whi le  the repor t  notes that 
the product ion of  d isaggregated data is  a  chal lenge for 
the countr y,  i t  a lso presents  a detai led narrat ive on those 
lef t  behind,  a long with ef for ts  to  improve social  inc lusion 
and reduce inequal i ty.  The goals  most  prominent ly  re lated 
to the social  sectors  inc lude a subsect ion on leaving no 
one behind.  The repor t  out l ines a wide range of  exist ing 
in i t iat ives,  inc luding special ized and universal  programs 
that  suppor t  ef for ts  to  leave no one behind. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
SDG Summits  br ing together  stakeholders  to  accelerate SDG 
implementat ion and faci l i tate  cross-sectoral  engagement. 
Summit  par t ic ipants  in  2018 included stakeholder  groups 
such as c iv i l  society  groups,  health boards,  schools , 
ministr ies  and business counci ls  and networks. 

Steps have been taken to local ize  the 2030 Agenda.  The 
repor t  h ighl ights  the local izat ion of  speci f ic  SDGs in  cases 
where local ,  nat ional  and regional  governments  must  work 
together.  This  inc ludes SDGs such as those that  focus on 
water  and environmental  management. 
 
PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  recognizes a whole-of-society  approach to 
implementat ion.  Speci f ic  par tnerships with the pr ivate 
sector  are highl ighted as wel l  as  ef for ts  by univers i t ies  to 
faci l i tate  the annual  SDG Summit .  The repor t  does not  offer 
a  s igni f icant  number of  examples of  par tnerships with non-
state actors.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The repor t  h ighl ights  domest ic  act ion,  internat ional 
leadership and suppor t  for  developing countr ies  as  par t 
of  New Zealand’s  approach to implementat ion.  The repor t 
ident i f ies  strengths in  several  areas where the countr y  aims 
to advance implementat ion in  col laborat ion with local 
stakeholders  as  wel l  as  with the organizat ions in  the Paci f ic 
region.  New Zealand is  par t icular ly  focused on suppor t ing 

smal l  is land developing states  and least  developed 
countr ies.  In  terms of  speci f ic  act iv i t ies ,  the countr y  has 
pr ior i t ized i ts  suppor t  to  sustainable agr iculture,  c lean 
energy and educat ion. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The L iv ing Standards Framework wi l l  be used to monitor  the 
implementat ion of  the SDGs in  the countr y.  To the extent 
possible,  the wel l -being indicators  wi l l  be disaggregated 
to track the progress of  d i f ferent  groups within the 
populat ion.  The indicators  wi l l  be used to track progress 
on implementat ion as wel l  as  the al locat ion of  the f inancial 
resources.  An onl ine por tal  has been developed as par t  of 
monitor ing effor ts  and the repor t  notes that  fur ther  ef for ts 
are needed to develop nat ional  repor t ing processes. 
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PALAU                 

In  2019,  Palau submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The countr y  has developed a strong inst i tut ional  f ramework 
and process to  plan for  the Sustainable Development 
Goals  (SDGs)  in  the context  of  the countr y ’s  strategies 
and pol ic ies.  E ight  intersectoral  working groups,  led 
by government ministr ies ,  were establ ished to lead the 
process.  The working groups include representat ives f rom 
civ i l  society  and semi-pr ivate organizat ions.  The outcome 
of  th is  work was the nat ional  SDG framework strategy that 
informed the in i t ia l  VNR . 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
To date,  two nat ional  SDG consultat ions have been 
conducted.  The repor t  a lso detai ls  engagement on the 
VNR by non-state actors,  which included reviewing a draf t 
vers ion of  the repor t .  Speci f ic  groups of  stakeholders 
inc lude c iv i l  society,  state governments,  t radit ional  leaders 
and the pr ivate sector. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
The repor t  out l ines a mapping process to  ident i fy  re levance 
and over laps between the SDGs and nat ional  pr ior i t ies .  This 
assessment  also included the ident i f icat ion of  gaps and 
needs for  SDG implementat ion. 
 
INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The SDG framework strategy includes ways to incorporate 
the SDGs into nat ional  strategies.  The countr y  led a 
mapping process to  compare the SDG goals  and targets 

with nat ional  targets  or  indicators.  This  process helped 
ident i fy  areas in  which the countr y  is  a lready al igned with 
the SDGs and gaps that  require  fur ther  attent ion. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
National  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs are ar t iculated in  the 
repor t .  The countr y  grouped the SDGs into four  inter locking 
pi l lars :  people,  prosper i ty,  p lanet  and par tnerships and 
governance.  Under  the people pi l lar,  Palau envisages happy, 
healthy and purposeful  l ives  suppor ted by the prosper i ty 
pi l lar,  which is  character ized by equitable,  inc lusive and 
sustainable growth in  harmony with nature,  which in  turn 
is  the planet  pi l lar.  The four th pi l lar,  par tnerships and 
governance,  ref lects  the interdependence of  a l l  p i l lars  and 
the ongoing need for  ef fect ive governance and par tnerships 
both domest ical ly  and internat ional ly.  Af ter  mapping 
global  targets  and indicators  against  domest ic  pr ior i t ies , 
Palau ident i f ied 95 targets  that  comprise the nat ional  SDGs 
framework.

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  provides a detai led 
examinat ion of  the goals ,  but  i t  pays l imited attent ion 
to the l inkages between the goals .  Pol ic y  coherence for 
sustainable development is  not  discussed.  However,  the 
repor t  makes l inkages to several  re levant  internat ional 
f rameworks,  inc luding the Addis  Ababa Act ion Agenda,  the 
Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  and the Par is 
Agreement on Cl imate Change. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA 
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The countr y  focuses on four  cr i t ical  SDGs include SDG 1  on 
no pover ty,  SDG 2 on zero hunger,  SDG 3 on good health 
and wel l -being and SDG 4 on qual i ty  educat ion as the most 
re levant  to  improving the s i tuat ion of  vulnerable  groups 
in  the countr y.  Vulnerable  groups include chi ldren,  poor 
people,  women,  people with disabi l i t ies  and those l iv ing in 
remote and rural  locat ions.  The repor t  out l ines a wide range 
of  exist ing in i t iat ives,  inc luding special ized and universal 
programs that  suppor t  ef for ts  to  leave no one behind. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The repor t  notes that  the VNR process helped to raise 
awareness of  the SDGs and that  ongoing effor ts  are needed. 
Non-state actors  in  c iv i l  society,  academia and business 
sectors  have played a prominent  role  in  rais ing awareness 
on the SDGs according to the repor t . 

Steps have been taken to local ize  the 2030 Agenda. 
The repor t  h ighl ights  engagement with local  levels  of 
government on the SDGs and stresses that  the nat ional 
targets  are being incorporated into local  p lans and 
programs to develop implementat ion plans. 

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  emphasizes  that  the government wi l l  cont inue 
the dialogue between government agencies,  c iv i l  society, 
the business community,  internat ional  organizat ions and 
other  stakeholders  to  ensure their  fu l l  engagement in 
SDG implementat ion to maximize outcomes.  The repor t 
h ighl ights  the role  of  the nat ional  coordinat ing body for 
c iv i l  society  in  engaging with the SDG coordinat ing unit  and 
through the working group structure.  Information on the 
speci f ic  contr ibut ions by other  types of  non-state actors  was 
not  inc luded in  the repor t . 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  ident i f ies  strengths and weaknesses in  key 
sectors  and inst i tut ions of  the countr y  in  terms of  SDG 
implementat ion.  I t  stresses that  the countr y ’s  re l iance on 
tour ism creates chal lenges due to tour ism’s  suscept ibi l i ty  to 
external  economic volat i l i ty.  Tour ism act iv i t ies  raise demand 

for  fuel  and food impor ts ,  thereby increasing Palau’s 
vulnerabi l i ty  to  global  commodity  pr ice f luctuat ions and 
currenc y rates.  Other  r isks  to  implementat ion and achieving 
the SDGs are re lated to c l imate change,  as  the r isk  of 
increased frequenc y and sever i ty  of  inc lement  weather 
condit ions result ing from cl imate change and sea level  r ise 
could fur ther  erode tour ism and growth prospects.  The 
Palau government,  through the Ministr y  of  State,  engages in 
ongoing dialogue with the countr y ’s  development par tners 
to  ident i fy  par tnership oppor tunit ies  for  programs and 
speci f ic  projects  to  achieve the SDGs.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
While  s igni f icant  progress is  being made on developing 
gender -disaggregated data in  the countr y,  there is  st i l l 
miss ing data on access to  credit  and land for  women and 
issues re lated to chi ldcare.  The repor t  stresses that  a 
fami ly  health sur vey is  needed,  but  i t  must  be conducted 
systematical ly,  with regular  data-col lect ion act iv i t ies . 
One current  chal lenge is  the lack of  t ime-ser ies  datasets 
on many indicators,  which hinders  the countr y ’s  abi l i ty 
to  monitor  i ts  progress on the SDGs.  The repor t  does not 
inc lude an over view of  nat ional  repor t ing processes.
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TONGA                 

In  2019,  Tonga submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development .

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
The repor t  h ighl ights  the Nat ional  P lanning Div is ion of  the 
Pr ime Minister ’s  Off ice  as responsible  for  implementat ion 
of  the 2030 Agenda for  Sustainable Development and the 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs).

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  conf i rms stakeholder  engagement in  the 
development of  the countr y ’s  nat ional  development 
f ramework.  This  inc luded consultat ion with speci f ic 
stakeholder  groups such as c iv i l  society,  the pr ivate sector, 
schools  and other  groups such as advocac y organizat ions 
for  vulnerable  populat ions.  The repor t  notes that  there 
is  a  need to improve col laborat ion across and within 
government and with c iv i l  society  stakeholders.  

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
In  November 2015,  Tonga under took a process to  assess 
gaps and al ign the 17  SDGs to the seven nat ional  outcomes 
of  the countr y ’s  nat ional  development f ramework.  Using 
the Rapid Integrated Assessment  method,  the assessment 
reviewed the countr y ’s  readiness to  implement  the SDGs. 
The process al lowed for  stakeholder  consultat ion and 
considerat ion of  SDG pr ior i t ies  in  a Tongan context .

INCORPORATING THE SDGS NATIONALIZING 
THE 2030 AGENDA
The countr y ’s  nat ional  development plan,  Tonga Strategic 
Development Framework I I  2015–2025,  is  results- focused and 

underscores Tonga’s  approach to sustainable and inclusive 
growth.  The framework is  a l igned to the 2030 Agenda, 
the Smal l  Is land Developing States Accelerated Modal i t ies 
of  Act ion Pathway and several  g lobal  convent ions and 
agreements.  These global  in i t iat ives  have been integrated 
as appropriate into the countr y ’s  sectoral  pol ic ies, 
strategies  and nat ional  budget  measures at  a l l  levels  of  the 
nat ional  p lanning process. 

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA
The effor t  of  the countr y  to  incorporate SDGs into i ts 
nat ional  p lanning systems included engagement with 
stakeholders  to  discuss and conf i rm relevant  SDG 
targets  and indicators  that  could be used to track the 
implementat ion of  nat ional  and sectoral  pr ior i t ies .  In  th is 
process,  Tonga star ted by adapting 69 SDG indicators 
and integrated re levant  aspects  in  appl icable  documents, 
adding more indicators  fo l lowing data val idat ion. 

INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  covers  al l  17  SDGs and gives equal  attent ion 
to the economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions of 
sustainable development.  The repor t  is  strong in  terms of 
ident i fy ing l inkages between goal  areas and includes a 
discussion of  domest ic  pol ic ies  that  suppor t  the real izat ion 
of  the SDGs.  Pol ic y  coherence for  sustainable development 
is  not  ment ioned.  However,  the repor t  makes l inkages to the 
Sendai  Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  the Addis 
Ababa Act ion Agenda Convent ion on Biological  Divers i ty 
and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 
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IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
Tonga pr ior i t izes  social  protect ion and human r ights 
with a focus on vulnerable  groups in  i ts  approach to 
SDG implementat ion.  To ful ly  inform pol ic y  changes 
and inter vent ions,  Tonga has used advanced stat ist ical 
techniques to enable pover ty  repor t ing that  is  inc lusive 
of  smal ler  is land communit ies  and developed a robust 
mult id imensional  pover ty  measure that  is  re l iable,  val id 
and contextual ly  appropr iate.  The repor t  l is ts  the key 
vulnerable  groups in  the countr y  and provides an over view 
of  current  pol ic ies  and effor ts  to  reduce their  vulnerabi l i ty. 
The vulnerable  groups include women,  the e lder ly,  chi ldren, 
people with disabi l i t ies ,  people in  remote communit ies  and 
people with diverse sexual  or ientat ions. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION 
The awareness-rais ing effor ts  were focused on speci f ic 
SDGs and re lated effor ts  needed to implement  them. 
Community  development plans have been developed 
through consultat ive processes that  integrate the SDGs.

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The countr y  sees par tnerships among di f ferent  stakeholders 
as  a cr i t ical  par t  of  achieving the SDGs.  I t  considers  the 
impor tance of  engaging stakeholders  by establ ishing local 
par tnerships to  assist  with data col lect ion,  knowledge 
shar ing and acquir ing technologies  and sources of  funds.

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION 
The repor t  stresses the countr y ’s  commitment  to  improving 
the l inks  between nat ional  p lans and budgets  to  ensure that 
development pr ior i t ies  are resourced for  implementat ion 
as planned.  In  th is  context ,  a  customized tool  (cal led 
One Process)  has been developed to assist  with better 
a l locat ion of  resources for  targeted outputs.  I t  a lso l ists  the 
impor tance of  evaluat ion and budget ing. 

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING 
The repor t  d iscusses the current  status of  avai lable  data 
for  SDG implementat ion,  inc luding disaggregated data. 
The countr y  developed a nat ional  strategy (the Nat ional 
Strategy for  the Development of  Stat ist ics  2019–2023)  to 

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
An ongoing chal lenge for  the countr y  is  the 

disaggregat ion of  a l l  datasets.  The Stat ist ics 

Depar tment  of  the countr y  has developed some 

innovat ive approaches to data disaggregat ion. 

For  example,  i t  used the “smal l  area est imation” 

technique to disaggregate information not  just 

on the main is land and al l  rural  is lands together, 

but  also by v i l lage,  d istr ict  and const i tuenc y.  In 

addit ion,  the mult id imensional  pover ty  repor t  has 

been disaggregated according to these geographical 

locat ions.

address immediate data chal lenges and set  the f ramework 
for  the development of  addit ional  datasets  for  the SDG 
indicators.  The strategy also seeks to  advance data 
col lect ion and presentat ion for  users  whi le  guiding planning 
and implementat ion.  

A tracking database system was created to establ ish a 
monitor ing and evaluat ion framework.  I t  is  located within 
the Nat ional  P lanning Div is ion of  the Pr ime Minister ’s  Off ice.  
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VANUATU                  

In  2019,  Vanuatu submitted i ts  f i rs t  voluntar y  nat ional  rev iew (VNR)  repor t  to  the United Nat ions High-
level  Pol i t ical  Forum on Sustainable  Development . 

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS
LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND 
INSTITUTIONS
A core group was formed to guide the development 
of  a  Nat ional  Sustainable Development P lan,  with 
the Depar tment  of  Strategic  Pol ic y,  P lanning and Aid 
Coordinat ion of  the Pr ime Minister ’s  Off ice  act ing as the 
secretar iat .  The group consisted of  h igh- level  government 
off ic ia ls ,  technical  of f icers  in  their  respect ive f ie lds  and 
members of  c iv i l  society  organizat ions.

GOOD PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT 
Vanuatu organized a ser ies  of  par t ic ipator y 

discussions nat ional ize  the 2030 Agenda.  The draf t ing 

team was given expl ic i t  instruct ions to ensure their 

p lan ref lected the pr ior i t ies  of  a l l  the populat ion, 

inc luding chi ldren,  youth,  women,  and marginal ized 

and excluded people.  In  2014,  f ive-day publ ic  Forum 

was held at  the Chief ’s  Nakamal  in  Por t  Vi la.  On 

average,  75 to  100 people attended each day and 

the forum was aired l ive  on radio and te levis ion. 

The information gathered was put  into a feedback 

matr ix  which informed the nat ional  p lan.  In  2016,  a 

consultat ion draf t  was prepared and c irculated for 

addit ional  comment.  The repor t  was translated into 

Bis lama and fur ther  consultat ions were held.  Over  a 

s ix-month consultat ion process,  hundreds of  people 

gathered to provide feedback dur ing one-day events 

in  15  locat ions.  Where possible,  the presentat ion of  the 

draf t  p lan was presented in  the local  language. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
The repor t  notes the government’s  commitment  to  the 
creat ion of  an enabl ing environment for  Sustainable 
Development Goal  (SDG) implementat ion that  faci l i tates 
contr ibut ions f rom al l  stakeholders  in  society.  The repor t  is 
unclear  in  terms of  what  formal  processes for  stakeholder 
engagement entai l .  Never theless,  i t  provides a detai led 
over view of  the extensive consultat ion processes carr ied 
out  in  the countr y  in  ident i fy ing nat ional  pr ior i t ies . 
Through VNR consultat ions,  c iv i l  society  organizat ions also 
ident i f ied ways to improve engagement going for ward. 

POLICIES 
BASELINE OR GAP ANALYSIS 
A gap analys is  was conducted to ident i fy  gaps in  planning 
and implementat ion for  the SDGs,  inc luding data gaps. 
The analys is  involved col laborat ion with stakeholder 
groups. 

INCORPORATING THE SDGS
The countr y ’s  Nat ional  Sustainable Development P lan, 
Vanuatu 2030:  The Peoples  P lan,  covers  2016 to 2030.  The 
plan bui lds  on the progress made and lessons learned 
through previous development ef for ts  between 2006 and 
2015,  a long with the Mi l lennium Development Goals .  I t 
integrates and guides the implementat ion of  the 2030 
Agenda.

NATIONALIZING THE 2030 AGENDA 
The VNR repor t  is  unclear  on the status of  nat ional 
pr ior i t ies .  I t  appears  the countr y  is  st i l l  in  the process of 
se lect ing nat ional  pr ior i t ies  for  the SDGs.
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INTEGRATION AND POLICY COHERENCE 
The repor t  reviews al l  17  SDGs and provides an over view 
of  current  t rends,  pol ic ies  and in i t iat ives  as wel l  as  needs, 
act iv i t ies  and gaps.  The repor t  g ives equal  attent ion to 
economic,  social  and environmental  d imensions,  a l though 
with l imited reference to l inkages between the dimensions 
in  the analys is  of  goals  and targets.  Pol ic y  coherence 
for  sustainable development is  not  ment ioned.  The 
repor t  connects  the SDGs to other  re levant  internat ional 
f rameworks and agreements,  referr ing to the Sendai 
Framework for  Disaster  R isk  Reduct ion,  Addis  Ababa Act ion 
Agenda and the Par is  Agreement on Cl imate Change. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND 
The repor t  provides a detai led over view of  vulnerable 
groups in  terms of  current  t rends,  pol ic ies,  projects ,  needs 
and chal lenges to improve their  s i tuat ion.  Vulnerable 
groups include women,  the e lder ly,  chi ldren,  youth,  people 
with disabi l i t ies ,  people in  remote communit ies  and those 
affected by pover ty.  The repor t  a lso emphasizes  that  the 
countr y  must  contextual ize  pover ty,  especial ly  for  youth, 
for  whom providing educat ional  oppor tunit ies  can improve 
future wel l -being. 

AWARENESS-RAISING AND LOCALIZATION
The repor t  notes that  awareness-rais ing on the SDGs has 
occurred,  inc luding through the VNR ,  but  does not  provide 
speci f ic  detai ls .  The repor t  d iscusses the local izat ion of  the 
SDGs,  most ly  through consultat ions in  provincial  centres 
that  are a pr ior i ty  for  local  government staff  and provincial 
c iv i l  society  representat ives.  The meet ings wi l l  provide 
valuable information to help ident i fy  speci f ic  subnat ional 
pr ior i t ies .

PARTNERSHIP TO REALIZE THE SDGS
The repor t  l is ts  the contr ibut ions of  c iv i l  society 
organizat ions in  assist ing with chal lenges in 
implementat ion such as through addressing the lack of 
access to  educat ion leading to low l i terac y rates  and lack of 
employment oppor tunit ies .  Shared implementat ion between 
the government and c iv i l  society  is  d iscussed for  the other 
SDGs as wel l . 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The repor t  notes several  chal lenges for  SDG implementat ion 
focused on l imited f inancial  resources and inst i tut ional 
chal lenges in  terms of  monitor ing and evaluat ing resource 
al locat ion.  To advance SDG implementat ion,  the countr y  wi l l 
cont inue to improve the al ignment of  p lanning with resource 
al locat ion.  This  inc ludes the cont inued development 
of  a  Medium-Term Expenditure Framework that  l inks  to 
the pr ior i t ies  out l ined in  the nat ional  development plan 
to the budget  process.  The countr y ’s  Aid Management 
Pol ic y  provides the general  d irect ion of  the government’s 
development cooperat ion framework.  These strategies 
provide oppor tunit ies  to  al ign act iv i t ies  and expenditures 
with the SDGs.

MEASUREMENT AND REPORTING
The repor t  stresses the chal lenges of  ensur ing the 
avai labi l i ty  of  data as wel l  as  data used for  ef fect ive 
monitor ing and evaluat ion.  I t  notes that  the countr y  is 
committed to publ ishing an annual  development repor t  as  a 
broad high- level  repor t  to  provide stakeholders  with fur ther 
detai ls  and information on act iv i t ies .  A monitor ing and 
evaluat ion framework wi l l  inform these effor ts . 
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